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A    UVRD    TO    77 IE    SMAL7.    7U1Y. 


T7us  IS  a  7oo7c  /(V  boys  ; — siiiall  ho\s.  //?v;/  six  fo 
twelve  years  o7  di^'e,  il7io  love  to  /rcul  or  to  be  I'ead 
to.  Jroiii  books  that  are  not  ehoek  full  of  great  big 
words.  7t  is  not  a  book  for  girls  at  all  77iey  zuill 
not  eare  for  it.  The  big  boy,  who  does  not  have  to  stop 
to  spell  out  the  long  words  and  guess  what  they  mean, 
ivill  turn  up  his  nose  at  it.  7ilut  let  him.  77iat  will 
not  liuii  us.  It  IS  the  small  boy  we  have  set  out  to 
please,  and  il  he  reads  what  is  here  told  of  U.  S. 
Grant  he  -will — zuhen  he  grows  up — seek    to    knozo  more 

0    ol   this  great  and  good  man,  to  zvhom  zee,  of  the   U-ni- 

g    ted   States,   ozee  so   mueh. 

^        Ip    this    book    should    teaeh     the    least    one    of    the 

%  small  boys  to  fear  God — to  do  right — to  speak  the  truth 
— to  love  peaee — and  to  be  brave  and  true  through  a?id 
through — //  zcill  have  done  all  and  more  than  zuas 
hoped  par  by 
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OUR   HKRO 

GENERAL  U.  S.  GRANT. 

CHAPTER    I. 

A  S       A       F.  O  \'  . 

\A^E   all    like   to   read,   or  to   hear,   of   the    great    men 
of  the   age,  to   know   how  and   where   they  lu'etl, 
what   kind   of   boys   the>'    were,    and    how    they    rose   to 
their  high  i)lace,  and  won  their  tame. 

Udys-ses  S.  Grant  was  a  poor  hoy.  He  was  born  at 
Point  Pleas-ant,  Odii-o,  on  the  27th  day  of  A-pril,  1822. 
He  was  not  as  bright  and  smart  as  some  boys  are,  Init 
was  thought  to  be  quite  dull  and  slow  at  school,  and 
more  fond  of  a  horse  than  he  was  of  a  book.  It  there 
was  a  wild  rough  horse  that  no  one  would  dare  to 
mount,  Udvs-ses  would  leap  on  its  back  and  ride  off 
with  no  thought  ot   tear. 

A  man  whose  farm  was  not  tar  from  the  Grants,  had 
a  horse  that  he  could  not  train.  He  had  seen  Udys-ses 
break  in  more  than  one  \\n\d  colt,  and  he  thought  it 
would  be  a  eood  plan  to  get  him  to  tr\-  his  hand  on  this 
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one.  l)iit  U-K's-scs  was  too  [jtoikI  to  do  tins  kind  of 
work  tor  hn'c.  I  he  man  knew  that;  so  he  eame  up 
one  (ki\'  as  it  m  ^reat  haste,  and  said  to  the  ten  \-ear  old 
bow  "I  wisli  \"ou  would  take  this  note  trom  nie  to  a 
man  m  the  next  towai.  I  ha\"e  no  time  to  o-o,  as  there 
is  work  to  he  vlone  on  the  tarm,  hut  it  \"ou  will  i^'o  I  will 
]xi\'  \-ou  well.  AI\"  horse  is  swatt,  and  wall  take  \'oii 
there  and  hrin^'  \'ou  haek  m  no  time." 

L^d\-s-ses  said  "I  wall  o'o."  lie  was  m  need  ot  cash, 
and  this  was  a  ^"ood  chance  to  earn  some.  So  up  he 
y"ot  on  the  horse,  took  the  reins  m  his  hands,  and  just 
as  he  set  oti   the  man  cried  out  to  him,  a.-  it    he  had    just 

thou<'-ht  ot  It,  when 
It  had  keen  on  his 
mind  all  the  while — 
"  I  want  _\"ou  to  teach 
that  horse  how  to 
pace." 

It  was  a  hard  task, 
and  I  -l\s-ses  had  a 
tight  with  the  horse 
all  the  wa\-  to  towai 
and  part  of  the  way 
hack.      At     last     the 
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horse  .(T'ax-c  in  and  made  up  his  mind  to  ehans^e  his  o-ait 
to  please  the  small  boy  on  his  back,  who  stuck  like  a 
bur,  and  was  not  to  be  thrown  off,  thou^-h  the  hcM'se 
tried  his  l)est  to  L;et  nd  of   him. 

Ot  course,  the  man  who  owned  the  h(^rse  was  much 
pleased,  but  it  was  not  loni^-  ere  Udys-ses  found  out  that 
the  whole  thmii,-  was  a  trick  to  gvt  him  to  l)reak  in  the 
horse,  and  he  did  not  like  it  at  all.  He  thought  the 
man  should  ha\"e  told  him  the  truth,  lor  a  bov  who  is 
fond  ot  the  truth  does  not  like  to  ha\'e  a  lie  told,  or  to 
be  made  a  fool  or  a  tool  ot  m  this  wa\'.  Though  he 
was  well  paid  for  what  he  did,  he  made  up  his  mind 
that  he  would  do  no  more  of  that  kind  ot  work,  which 
was  much  too  low  to  suit  his  taste. 

U-lys-ses  was  tjuite  small  tor  his  age,  but  did  not  like 
to  dri\'e  the  small  team  m  use  on  the  farm.  He  was 
lond  of  a  big  horse,  and  when  Dan  was  bought  as  a 
mate  to  the  one  on  the  place,  U-K's-ses  was  in  high  glee. 
\\  hen  eight  \'ears  old  he  could  hitch  u})  the  team  and 
■drive  of^  as  well  as  a  mim,  and  when  tweK'e  vears  old 
would  haul  great  logs  and  load  up  the  cart  with  no  one 
to  hel})  him  l)ut  Dan. 

The  bov  would  hx  a  chain  round  a  log  and  get  Dan 
to  pull  it  up  near  the  cart,  'and  with  :i  haul   here  and  a 
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pull  tlicrc  would  work  it  \n  place,  aud  thuik  it  no  L^rcat 
thmo"  to  do. 

The  boy,  you  sec,  had  a  wise  head,  and  knew  how 
to  {)lan  his  work,  and  how  to  pull  through  a  ti^ht  place, 
and  these  traits  t^rew  strong'  (la\-  1)\'  (la\-  and  made  him 
the  braye  calm  man  he  otcw  to  be. 

But  I  must  tell  \"ou  how  he  canie  to  l)e  known  as 
Udys-ses  S.  Grant,  when  that  was  not  his  n^ht  name  at 
all.  His  real  name  was  Hi-ram  Ud\s-ses,  but  when  the 
boys  at  school  gaye  him  the  nick-name  ot  "Hulj;",  he 
thought  it  was  time  to  change  it.  So  he  wrote  his  name 
Udys-ses  H.  Grant.  . 

A  h'iend  w^ho  had  a  chance  to  send  a  boy  to  West 
Point,  thought  that  U-lys-ses  woukl  be  o'lad  to  ijo  and 
would  be  the  right  bo)-  tor  the  i)lace.  He  knew  that 
one  ot  the  Grant  bo\'s  had  Simp-son  as  part  ot  his 
name,  and  so  he  wrote  to  WV'st  Point  that  the  bo_\'  he 
sent  bore  the  name  ot  Udys-ses  Simp-son  (irant.  and 
when  Grant  tound  this  out  he  let  it  go.  It  was  a  good 
thing,  and,  I  ha\'e  no  doubt,  i)art  ot  a  wise  plan,  tor 
these  things  do  not  take  place  l)y  chance.  H.  U.  Grant, 
or  U.  H.  Grant,  would  not  haye  been  so  strong  as  U.  S. 
Grant,  which  seems  to  bring  him  near  to  us  and  to  the 
land  for  which  he  tough t. 
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Most  of  those  who  o-()  to  AW'st  Point  ha\c  a  taste  for 
war,  luit  Grant  was  more  fond  of  peace,  and  chd  not 
care  to  go  to  this  kmd  ot  a  school.  But  it  was  thought 
best  that  he  should.  \  he  \'Oung  men  there  soon  ga\'e 
him  the  nick-name  ot  "Un-cle  Sam,"  and  this  stuck  to 
him  all  through,  the  rest  ot   his  life. 


— » ••  -^  ■♦  •- 


CHAPTER    II. 

A  T      W  F.  S  T      P  O  I  X  T  . 

It  was  in  the  year  1839  that  Cirant  went  to  West 
Pomt,  and  not  much  is  told  ot  his  lite  at  that  place. 
West  Point  IS  a  school  where  the  drill  is  the  same  \ear 
m  and  year  out,  and  where  \'oung  men  are  sent  trom  all 
parts  of  the  U-m-tetl  States,  to  learn  the  art  ot   war. 

L  dys-ses  did  not  need  to  he  taught,  as  some  ot  the 
boys  did,  how  to  mount  or  to  ride  a  horse.  He  knew 
all  that.  He  made  triends  while  there  who  were  warm 
triends  till  the  da\'  ot  his  death,  who  knew  that  he 
tried  to  do  what  was  right,  was  just,  and  true,  and  had 
a  clear  head  and  a  pure  mind.  He  did  not  talk 
much,  but  was  as  tond  ot  tun  as  most  bo\'s  are.  But 
it   had    to   be   the   rH'"ht   kind   ot    tun   or   he   would   take 
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no  ]);i!'t  in  it.  I  Ic  did  not 
swear,  and  had  no  taste 
tor  coarse  jokes;  which  is 
more  than  can  l)e  said  of 
most  men.  I)o\s  are  apt 
to  think  it  a  hne  thm^-  to 
swear;  and  men  km^'h  w^heii 
the\'  hear  them  spea.k  "die 
bior  ronnd  o;ith,'"  which  thev 
so  soon  learn  to  use  in  their 
talk,  and  Imd  so  hard  to 
yet  nd  of. 

1  his  one  thiny  shows 
how  l)ra\"e  ( irant  was  at  this 
time,  and  how  firm  to  stick  to  what  he  thou^'ht  was  the 
rioht  course.  He  had  set  out  to  be  a  i^ood  man,  and  a 
clean  man,  and  (lod  .i!,'a\'e  him  strem^th  to  turn  from  all 
that  was  bad,  and  to  li\'e  so  that  he  would  not  ha\'e  to 
l)lush  with  shame  tor  his  past  deeds.  lie  could  not 
ha\-e  known  then  how  hiL^h  he  was  to  stand  m  the  e3'es 
of  the  world,  how  each  act  ot  his  lite  would  be  brought 
out  and  held  uj)  to  \-iew  in  the  clear  light  ot   tame. 

No  l)o\^  knows  just  where  he  will  stand  when   he  is  a 
man.      Me  ma\-   plot   and   plan  all  his  }-oung  days,   and 


GUANT    AS    A    CA-llET. 
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try  his  l)cst  to  win  the  jM-izc  of  fame,  l)iit  all  his  plans 
may  tall  throui^h,  all  his  (\ccy>  laid  schemes  may  come 
to  nought.  1  hose  who  lead  the  race  tor  awhile  may 
not  ha\'e  the  lucl-:  to  reach  the  H'oal.  The  best  \\\\\  is 
to  do  riL;ht  all  the  tmie,  and  to  li\'e  so  as  to  ^'ain  a  o-ood 
name,  and  to  l)e  knowai  as  a  good  man,  it  it  is  not  \'oim" 
tate  t(^  be  known  as  a  great  one. 

Grant  stood  well  m  his  class  at  West  Point,  and  at 
the  end  ot  the  tour  years'  course  was  sent  to  join  the 
troops  with  Cicn-er-al  Zach-a-r\'  lax -lor,  who  was  then 
m  Tex-as.      dhis  was  m  the  \ear  1843. 

War  witli  Mex-i-co  broke  out  m  1846,  and  Grant 
took  part  m  the  fight  at  Pado  Al-to,  Re-sa-ca  de  la  Pal- 
ma,  Cer-ro  Gor-do,  Ghur-u-bus-co,  Mo-h-no  del  Re\% 
and  Cha-pul-te-|)ec,  and  went  on  with  the  troops  that 
fought  their  w\ay  to  the  Cit-y  ot  Alex-i-co,  which  they 
took  by  storm,  in  the  \X'ar  1S47. 

I  hope  you  ha\'e  a  map  to  look  at  as  \o\\  read  these 
queer  names,  and  will  trace  out  the  route  the  troops 
took  in  their  march  trom  the  cam})  at  Cor-|)us  Chris-ti 
to  the  place  where  San-ta  An-na  laid  down  his  sword. 

Grant  went  up  a  ste|)  or  two  m  rank  tor  his  brax'e 
deeds  at  Alo-li-no  del  Key  and  Gha-pul-te-pec,  but  his 
fame  chd  not  reach  far. 
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He  took  a  wife  in  the  \ear  i  S4S,  and  in  1854  made 
u|)  his  mind  th;it  he  would  wai"  no  moi'e.  He  went  to 
h\'e  on  a  farm  of  his  owii  near  St.  Lou-is.  Here  he 
bulk  Ins  own  house  of  hewn  lows,  did  his  own  work, 
and  led  a  life  of  |)eacc.  He  was  a  pool'  man  and  eould 
not  hire  help  to  do  the  work,  and  no  doubt  had  a  hard 
time,  for  it  was  a  ^reat  eham^e  to  la\'  down  the  i^un  and 
the  sword,  and  turn  from  the  field  of  strife,  to  take  up 
the  plough  and  the  hoe  and  g"o  to  work  m  a  ha\-held  or 
corn-pateh. 

Se)  ill  i860  Grant  left  his  farm,  and  went  to  li\e  at 
Gade-na,  in  the  State  of  Ildi-nois.  He  was  elerk  m  a 
store  where  hides  were  sold,  and  it  is  said  that  he  was  a 
o-Qod  sales-man.  Here  he  was  when  the  war  broke  out 
in  the  l^-ni-ted  States,  and  the  South  and  North,  whieh 
had  been  as  one,  were  two,  and  full  of    herce  hate. 

For  a  lon^-  time  in  the  South  there  had  been  a  spark 
of  hate,  whieh  did  not  burst  out  m  a  blaze  till  the  13th 
of  A-pril,  1 86 1,  when  an  at-tack  was  made  on  Fort 
Sum-ter.  Idle  news  spread  like  wild-hre.  Men  were 
quick  to  take  sides.  Some  fouo-ht  to  sa\'e  the  dear 
old  flao-,  and  some  fought  to  pull  it  down,  and  rend 
it   m    two. 
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BOJl-BARD-.MENT    OF    FOKT    STM-TKR. 


Jeft-LT-son  Da-\'is  led  the  South.  A-l)ra-hain  Lin- 
cohi,  our  chief,  stood  by  the  flag"  of  the  free — true, 
hrm,  brave,  and  o-ood — and  to  linn  the  whole  North 
looked  with  faith  that  he  would  do  the  best  he  could 
for   their   cause. 
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CHAPTER    III. 

O  N       T  \\  V.      \\  A  R  -  1'  A    111. 

Ltn-coln's  call  ior  troops  was  made  on  the  15th  of 
A-pnl,  1 861.  On  the  19th  Grant  went  to  work  to 
ilnll  a  lew  ot  his  towns-men  m  the  use  ot  the  gun, 
and    m   a   lew   days   set   oil   with    them   to   Spring-field. 

From  there  he  wrote  to  one  ot  tlie  chief  men  at 
\\Aash-ing-ton  that  he  would  like  to  be  made  use  of. 
He  did  not  care  where  he  was  sent,  or  what  rank  he 
took,  so  long  as  he  could  use  his  skill  and  help  to  sa\'e 
the  land  from  the  foes  that  sought  to  take  its  hie. 

No  word  came  back  to  him,  so  he  staid  at  Sprmg-field 
to  tlrill  the  troops  that  canij  m  from  all  parts  ot  the 
State.  At  the  end  ot  fi\e  weeks  Cap-tain  Grant  was 
made  Col-o-nel  Grant  and  sent  ot^  to  the  seat  oi  war  at 
the  head  ot  a  band  ot  troops  known  as  the  Twen-ty 
First  lll-i-nois. 

The  Mis-sis-sip-})i  Ri\'-er  is  lull  ot  cjueer  turns  and 
crooks,  and  at  points  here  and  there  the  men  ot  the 
South  made  haste  to  set  up  torts  and  to  fix  troops  to 
keep  the  North  at  ba\'.      ALa-]or  Gen-er-al  bre-mont  had 
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charge  of  all  the  troops  in  the  tar  \\  est,  and  in  Sep-teni- 

her,    I  86  I,  he  sent  Grant  to  Cai-ro,  at  the  mouth  of  the 

O-hi-o,  which   was   a   strong-   pomt   to   guard.      As  soon 

as   Grant  reached   Cai-ro  he   heard  that  Cjcn-er-al   Polk, 

who  had  seized  Codumd)us  and   Ilick-man,  on  the  Mis- 

sis-sip-pi,  was  on  the  way  to  Pa-du-cah,  which  he  meant 
to  take. 

Fre-mont  was  at  St.  Lou-is.  Grant  sent  word  to  him 
that  he  would  start  for  Pa-du-cah  at  hai-past  six.  He 
had  to  wait,  tor  it  kre-mont  said  Grant  must  not  go,  he 
would  ha\'e  to  sta\'  where  he  was.  No  word  came  back 
on  the  wires,  and  so  at  halt-past  ten  at  night,  on  the  5th 
oi  Sep-tem-ber,  he  set  out  with  two  reg-i-ments  and  two 
gun-l)oats,  and  was  at  Pa-du-cah  b\'  halt-|)ast  eight  the 
next  morn. 

1  he  men  ot  the  South,  who  were  m  gra\',  ran  oft,  while 
the  men  m  blue,  led  b\-  Grant,  made  their  wa\'  to  the 
shore.  Not  a  gun  was  hred.  Grant  took  Pa-du-cah 
and  all  the  flags  and  stores  that  were  tound  m  the  place, 
and  1)\'  this  mo\'e  kept  the  O-hi-o  sate  trom  the  clutch 
ot   the  tt)e. 

At  noon  Grant  went  l)ack  to  Gai-ro,  and  tound  there 
the  word  trom  Pre-mont  tor  which  he  had  not  thought 
it    best   to    wait.      P^re-mont   said    he    mi''ht    take    Pa-du- 
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call  "it  he  had  the  streni^th" — that  meant  if  he  thought 
he  had  the  men  he  would  need  for  the  H^ht  there  was 
no  (l()ul)t  would  take  place.  Grant  went  at  just  the 
ni^ht  tune,  and  though  some  took  him  to  task  and 
thought  he  had  not  ^one  to  work  m  the  I'i^ht  wav,  the 
^am  was  so  j^reat  that  all  else  was  soon  lost  sight  of 

¥()V  the  next  two  months  Grant  kept  a  close  watch 
on  the  three  g'reat  streams  that  jom  m  one  and  hnd  their 
way  at  last  to  the  Gult  ot  Mex-i-co.  The  men  in  ora\^ 
were  m  <j;reat  torce  at  Codumdnis,  and  Grant  had  to 
mo\e  his  troops  irom  Pa-du-cah  so  as  to  i^et  in  the  rear 
ol  the  foe.  He  knew  he  could  take  Godum-l)us,  and  it 
was  hard  for  a  man  so  (juick  to  act  to  wait  tor  the  word 
to  mo\'e. 

Grant  had  charo-e  ol  a  lot  of  raw  troo|)S,  men  who  had 
loeen  hrou^ht  u})  on  tarms,  or  had  learned  trades.  None 
ot  them  were  skilled  m  the  art  ot  war,  and  though  thev 
ml^"ht  know  how  to  shoot  oft  a  n'un,  and  had  l)een  m 
bear  hunts,  and  now  antl  then  on  the  red  man's  track, 
they  were  as  u,reen  as  the)'  could  he.  hut  tull  of  fit^ht. 
On  the  7th  ot  No-\'emdKM"  Grant  mo\-ed  his  men  antl 
boats  down  to  Ilun-ter's  Point,  )ust  out  ot  rano-e  of 
the  Codum-bus  o"uns,  and  led  his  troops  near  Hel-mont, 
which  was   three  miles  ott.      At  this  place  the  toe  w^ere 
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m  camp,  shut  in  l)y  ^;rcat  trees  that  had  been  cut  clown 
to  t(jrm  a  wall  roimd  the  white  tents. 

Grant  drew  up  his  troops  m  line,  and  then  sent  out 
the  whole  force,  m  small  Ixmds,  to  hi^'ht  the  loe.  Bel- 
mont was  cut  up  with  sloui^'hs  and  swam})S,  and  here 
and  there  were  dense  woods,  which  made  it  hard  work 
for  those  who  did  not  know  the  ground.  hor  lour 
hours  the  ht^'ht  was  kei)t  up,  and  all  this  time  Grant  was 
in  the  midst  ot  the  fire.  It  made  the  troops  l:)ra\'e  to 
see  such  bra\'e  men  at  their  head.  The\'  dro\'e  the  foe, 
loot  to  loot,  through  sloughs  and  fields,  from  tree  to  tree, 
down  to  the  hank  ot  the  broad  stream,  back  through 
the  breast-works,  seized  a  large  force  ot  men,  and  all 
the  guns,  and  broke  up  the  camp. 

Grant's  troops  were  so  wild  with  jo}'  that  they  did  all 
sorts  of  c|ueer  things,  and  were  like  such  a  lot  of  school 
bcn'S  that  Grant,  who  saw  that  boats  had  set  out  trom 
Co-lum-bus  with  a  large  force  of  men  on  board,  ga\'e 
the  word  to  set  the  camps  on  fire.  This  drew  on  them 
a  fire  of  guns  from  Co-lum-lnis,  which  brought  the  nien 
back  to  the  ranks  in  great  haste,  and  they  took  up  their 
line  ot   march  to  the  boats. 

In  the  mean-time  the  men  in  gray,  whom  the  men  in 
blue  had  not  thought  it  worth  while  to  watch,  had  crept 
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down  to  tlic  shore  and  were  hid  h'om  si^ht  1)\'  tlie 
high  hanks.  Ilcrc,  and  m  the  woods  elose  at  hand, 
they  met  in  small  groups  and  made  ne^^'  ])lans.  Fresh 
troops  were  sent  to  their  aid  from  Co-lum-hus,  and  they 
took  up  their  line  ot  mareh  in  sueh  a  wa\'  that  they 
were  soon  m  h"ont,  in  rear,  and  on  all  sides  of  Cirants 
men.  It  was  a  sad  plight.  Brax'e  though  the\"  were, 
thev  tlid  not  see  how  thev  could  get  out  ot  this  trap  m 
which  the\'  had  keen  caught,  and  the\'  thought  there 
was  hut  one  thing  to  do,  and  that  was  to  la\'  down  their 
arms.  Hut  that  was  not  Grant's  waw  One  of  his 
staff,  to  whom  war  was  a  new  thing,  rode  up  and  with 
a  })ale  face  told  of  the  hx  the\'  were  in.  "//-'d'//,'  said 
drant,  "//  that  is  so,  tcc  ninsf  cul  oiii-  u^av  out  as  icc  cut 
our  uuiv  ///." 

As  soon  as  the  tro(^ps  fcnmd  out  that  Grant  meant  to^ 
hght,  the\'  went  to  work  with  a  will  and  soon  dro\e  the 
foe  from  the  held,  and  then  fled  m  great  haste  to  their 
gundioats.  The\'  thought  this  was  the  right  thing  to 
do,  hut  It  was  not.  And  where  do  \'ou  think  the\'  left 
Cjrant  ?  \\'h\'  )ust  near  the  corn-held  where  the  Rebs 
were  tlrawn  up  m  line  to  hre  on  the  gundioats.  He 
rotle  up  on  a  knoll,  and  made  a  Hue  mark  for  the  foe, 
who  would  haxe  shot  him  down  at  once  had  the\'  known 
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who  he  was.  As  the  clav  was  eool  drant  had  put  on 
the  coat  of  one  of  his  men.  which  hid  his  rank,  and  as 
he  sat  there  on  his  horse  he  saw  that  it  was  no  use  to 
trv  to  save  his  men  who  were  out  m  search  ot  those 
who  had  met  with  wounds  m  the  h<^-ht,  and  that  he 
would  have  a  hard  time  to  make  his  own  \\-a)-  back  to 
the  u:und3oats — which  he  mi''ht  not  reach. 


THE    ES-CAPK    UF    t.KANT    TO    THK    ROAT. 


He  set  out  at  a  slow  pace  so  that  the  Rebs  would  not 
turn  their  hre  on  him,  but  as  he  drew  near  where  his 
troops  were  he  i)ut  spurs  to  his  horse  which  slid  down 
the  bank,  and  was  just  in  time  to  see  his  boats  push 
off  from  the   shore.      He  rode  up  as  fast   as   he  could,  a 
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plank  was  put  out  tor  huii,  and  lie  \vcnt  on  hoard  through 
a  storm  ot   shot. 

I  hen  the  hre  was  kept  u|)  from  tlie  ^und^oats  till  the 
last  one  was  out  ot  range,  and  there  was  no  gam  to  the 
North  or  South. 

Grant  lost  485  men.      Polk  642. 

It  was  the  hrst  hght  m  which  Grant  took  tlie  lead. 

A  tlag-  ot  truce  is  a  white  tiag:  a  sign  that  the  hght 
is  at  an  end,  and  that  peace  reigns  toi-  a  while. 

The  next  day.  Grant  went  out  with  a  Hag  ot  truce 
and  met  one  ot  his  old  West  Point  triends,  who  was  on 
Gen-er-al  Polks  stat^.  Grant  told  him  how-  he  rode 
out  and   met  the  toe. 

"Was  that  vou  ?'  he  saul.  "\\  e  saw  \ov\,  and  Gen- 
er-al  Polk  called  to  some  ot  his  troops:  "  Plere,  men,  is 
a  \'ank,  it  vou  want  to  trv  \"our  aim;"  Init  all  the 
men  had  their  eyes  on  the  boats  and  not  one  ot  them 
iired  at  (irant.  But  for  that  his  hrst  hght  might  ha\'e 
been  his  last  one,  and  we  should  ha\'e  heard  no  more 
ot  him. 
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CHAPTER    IV. 

FORT    HEX-RY    AND    FORT    DOX-EL-SON. 

Largi:  fleets  of  o-un-boats  were  in  use  in  the  West, 
m  the  hrst  \ears  of  the  war,  and  were  sent  up  and  down 
the  streams  with  troops  and  stores.  1  he  Rel)S  were  in 
great  ch'ead  ot  them,  and  did  their  best  to  keep  out  of 
the  ran^e  ot  then-  f)ig"  guns.  The}'  were  buflt  so  that 
not  a  man  could  be  seen  on  them,  and  the  shot  and 
shell  that  were  sent  at  them  struck  and  did  no  harm. 

For  two  months  Grant  had  l^een  kept  m  one  place, 
but  in  Jan-u-a-rv,  1862,  word  was  sent  him  that  he 
might  mo\-e  his  troops  to  the  South,  where  it  was 
thought  there  might  be  a  fight.  But  no  fight  took  place. 
The  troo})s  were  out  for  more  than  a  week,  and  were  in 
great  pain  from  the  cold;  and  the  storms  ot  rain  and 
snow  that  set  in  made  some  ot    them  cpute  ill. 

There  are  twt)  great  streams  that  l)ranch  out  trom  the 
Od-ii-o :  the  Ten-nes-see,  which  runs  south,  and  the 
Cunvber-land,  which  runs  both  south  and  east.  At  a 
bend  in  each  of  these  streams  the  men  ot  the  South 
had  built  a  strong-hold  to  keep  back  the  men  from  the 
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North.  Tort  I  K-n-i-\'  on  the  Tcn-ncs-sec,  and  Fort 
Don-cl-son  on  the  Cuni-hci'-land,  were  like  two  L^reat 
gate-ways  which  Lm-eohi's  troops  would  hnd  hard  to 
pass  through. 

But  one  ot  the  men  whom  Grant  sent  out  to  see  how 
the  land  \i\\  m  West  Ken-tuck-\'  took  a  good  look  at 
Fort  Hen-rv  and  sent  hack  this  word:  "Two  guns 
woukl  make  short  work  ot   the  fort." 

Grant  at  once  made  this  tact  known  to  his  chiet — ■ 
Ma-|or  Cjcn-er-al  Ilaldeck — who  did  not  think  it  wortli 
while  to  make  an  at-tack  at  that  point.  But  Grant  felt 
that  the  time  had  come  to  make  a  mo\e,  and  he  could 
not  keep  the  thought  oft  his  mmd.  Six  da\s  was  a  long 
time  for  him  to  wait,  so  on  the  28th  ot  Jan-u-a-r\-  he 
sent  word  to  St.  Lou-is  where  Gen-er-al  Ilaldeck  was: 
"  B)'  \'our  lea\e  I  will  take  Lort  Hen-r\' on  the  Ten-nes- 
see,  and  hx  and  hold  a  large  camp  there.'  lie  was  so 
sure  ot  whiat  he  could  do,  that  he  did  not  sa\'  he  would 
t/'v  to  take  the  tort.  Ihe  whole  plan  was  clear  to  his 
own  mmd,  and  he  was  m  haste  to  work  it  out. 

On  the  ist  ot  r\'l)-ru-a-ry  word  came  to  Grant  that 
he  might  mo\e  on  the  tort,  and  on  the  2n(l,  he  set  out 
with  a  fleet  ot  boats  and  a  large  torce  ot  men,  and  some 
of   them    went   on    shore   on    the   east  bank,    eit>ht    miles 
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from  lujrt  Ilcn-rw  lo  make  sure  which  was  the  best 
place  to  land,  Cirant  went  up  \\\  one  ot  the  i^am-hoats 
rii^ht  \w  iront  ot  the  iort,  a  shot  from  which  was  sent 
through  the  boat  he  was  m.  B\-  this  means  he  found 
out  the  range  ot  the  guns,  and  brought  his  troops  up  to 
a  |)lace  three  miles  trom  the  tort,  and  )u^t  out  ot  reach 
ot   tire. 

A  strong  and  welhhuilt  tort  was  Fort  IIen-r\",  with 
twcK'e  great  guns  on  the  tront,  and  h\e  more  at  the  rear. 
A  large  torce  ot  men  were  m  camp  k'^^^.  the  land  side, 
and  on  the  heights  on  the  west  hank  was  a  small  tort, 
kno\\-n  as  Fort  Hei-man. 

It  was  late  on  the  night  ot  the  5th  when  Grant  got 
his  troops  on  shore,  m  a  hard  ram-storm.  A  tlood  had 
swe{)t  the  land,  and  the  tort  was  like  an  isle  m  the  midst 
ot   a   sea. 

Grant's  tirst  plan  was  to  seize  Fort  Hei-man  and  bort 
Hen-rv  at  the  same  time,  Init  the  Rehs,  when  they  saw 
what  a  torce  ot  men  had  been  brought  trom  Cai-ro 
made  up  their  minds  that  the}-  could  not  hold  both 
works,  so  ga\'e  up  Fort  I  lei-man  and  put  all  their 
streno-th  m  Fort  Hen-rw 

Grant  diti  not  know  this,  tor  it  was  done  at  night; 
and    on    the  next  da\-   he  sent  some  ot    his  troops  out  to 
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seize  the  heights  on  the  west  hank.  The  rest  were  to 
niox'e  to  the  rear  ot  Fort  Hen-r\',  "to  charo-c  and  take 
the  work  1)\'  storm"  as  soon  as  he  sent  tliem  worcL 

Xear  the  hour  ot    noon  the  men  took  up  then"  mareli. 

I  he  i|,"un-l)oats  set  out  at  the  same  tmie,  and   were  soon 

m   range  of   the  tort.      A  shar|)  tire  was  kept  uj)  tor  an 

hour  and  a    liaH,  and   at  the   end  ot    that   tmie  the   tort 

was  m   the  hands  ot   Cirant's  men. 

Grant  had  thought  to  get  round  hoth  torts  and  so 
hem  the  men  m.  But  this  could  not  be  dt)ne.  The 
men  on  toot  had  eight  miles  to  march.  1  he\'  had  to 
cut  roads  through  the  woods.  Now  and  then  the\'  had 
to  stop  and  kiiild  a  ]:)rido'e  so  that  thev  could  cross  the 
streams  the  rams  had  made  too  deep  to  tord.  Thus 
thev  lost  an  hour  or  two,  and  the  troops  m  charge  ot 
the  tort  had  a  chance  to  run  ott   to  POrt  Don-el-son. 

Tilgh-man  [til/-iiiau),  who  led  the  men  trom  the 
South,  staid  with  his  guns  to  the  last,  and  made  a  l)ra\'e 
tight.      The  loss  on  l)oth  sides  was  small. 

Grant  at  once  sent  word  to  Ilal-leck,  ''Fort  Hcv.-ry 
IS  GUI'S.  I  shall  take  Fort  Doii-cl-son  on  the  8//^." 
This  he  could  not  do,  as  the  rains  and  the  tloods  were 
so  great;  hut  In'  the  i  2th  he  had  his  troops  m  line  ot 
march,  and  1)\'  mid-day  the}'  were  drawn  u[)  m  tront  ot 
the   f(^e. 
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Fort  Hcn-rv  was  just  t\vcl\-c  miles  from  Lort  Don-cl- 
son,  which  was  on  the  west  Ixmk  ot  the  Ciim-l)er-lan(h 
north  ot  the  town  ot  Do-x'er.  It  was  a  strong-  fort  at 
the  toj>  of  a  range  ot  hills,  out  ot  reach  it  would  seem 
ot"  the  foe,  should  the\'  come  In'  land  or  l)v  l)oat.  I  here 
were  dense  woods  at  the  hack  ot  it,  a  deep  goro-e  at 
one  side,  and  all  round  the  mam  tort  were  great  breast- 
works to  make  it  still  more  sate  a.nd  strong. 

Grant  set  to  work  to  hem  m  kort  Don-el-son  and  all 
the  troojjs  it  held,  just  as  he  had  done  at  Fort  I  len-ry. 
No  troops  came  torth  to  stop  his  march,  and  on  the 
night  of  the  13th  he  had  l)rought  his  men  and  some  ot 
the  wheel-guns  up  the  heights  on  a  line  with  the  out- 
works of  the  toe,  and  trom  these  points  sent  out  shot 
now  and  then  that  the}'  might  know  how  near  he  was. 

At  sun-set  of  this  da\"  no  tresh  troops  had  come  to 
his  aid,  and  there  were  no  gun-boats  in  sight.  The 
night  set  in  so  cold  that  there  was  a  tear  the  troops 
would  all  tVeeze  to  death.  They  did  not  dare  to  build 
fires.  They  had  no  tents— not  much  to  eat — not  a  thing 
to  wrap  round  them,  and  had  to  ])e  on  guard  all  night 
with  their  arms  in  their  hands,  tor  they  were  in  point- 
blank  rano-e  of  the  o-uns  ot  the  toe.  A  storm  ot  snow 
and  hail  set  in,  and  all  night   long  could   l)e  heard   the 
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groans  ot  the  men  who  hatl  been  shot  1)\'  the  i^uns  of 
those  wlio  stood  at  the  out-j)osts  ot  the  tort  to  piek  oH 
those  who  came  too  near.  Not  a  tew  ot  tlie  men  on 
!)oth 


se     WHO    LcUiie     umi    ulcU.        ^nol    d    luw     oi     me    iulii    (mi 

h    Sides   tro/e    to   death,    it    the\"    (hd    not   die   ot    their 

wounds. 


mm  IS. 

V)\  dax-hi^ht  on  Tri-daw  tlie  I4t]i,  tlie  ^un-hoats  m 
charge  ot  Com-mo-dore  Loote,  came  up  the  Cun"id)er- 
land,  and  tlie  troops  trom  Port  I  Ien-r\',  led  1)\-  l)ri^- 
a-(her  Gen-er-al  Lew-is  \\  aldace,  were  at 
m  hne. 


once    put 

Ihis    dav    Grant    liad    word    trom    his   cliiet — Ma-jor 

Gen-er-al  1  laldeck — to  l<eep  a  lars^'e  torce  ;it  Tort  I  Ien-r\', 

'•  wile  re     he    tlioui^'ht 

r  '  '-  ■-,  -        ''•-,  ,  ^_  Gii'ant  and  liis  men 

were.  He  (hd  not 
v'^  I.  >  know  how  much 
])usl"i  tliere  was  m 
tills  man,  who  was 
in  haste  to  bring- 
the  war  to  an  end 

At  three  o'clock 
on  k^ri-da\-  the  gun- 
l)oats  made  an  at- 
tack    on     the     tort.- 
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and  hroui^ht  tlown  a  storm  of  shot  and  shell  that  did 
them  much  harm.  To  add  to  this  a  ^un  burst  on  one 
of  the  boats.  Com-mo-dore  Foote  was  hurt  and  sent 
ior  Grant  to  come  and  see  him.  The  nin"ht  was  cold. 
A  wild  storm  ot  snow  and  sleet  set  m.  The  troops 
were  not  used  to  war,  and  it  was  hard  lor  them  to  bear 
these  ills. 

B\'  this  time  the  men  m  the  fort  had  made  up  their 
mmds  it  was  time  tor  them  to  break  through  the  line 
that  Grant  had  drawn  round  them,  and  at  dawn  ot  Sat- 
ur-day— the  15th  -while  Grant  was  on  board  the  flag- 
ship, they  canie  out  ot  their  works  and  made  an  at-tack 
on  the  rio-ht  ot  the  line  which  was  held  b\'  McAr-thur 
and  McCler-nand.  The  men  tought  hard  for  hours, 
but  there  were  more  bo\'s  m  gray  than  bo\'s  in  blue, 
and  McAr-thur  had  to  gi\'e  wav  at  last.  His  loss 
was  great.  McCler-nand  made  out  to  hold  his  place 
till  Lew.  Wal-lace  came  up,  and  made  the  toe  pay  dear 
for  what  the\'  had  gained. 

A.s  Grant  lett  the  flag-ship  at  nine  o'clock,  he  met  an 
aide  who  rode  up  with  great  sj^eed  to  tell  him  ot  the 
fight. 

This  was  the  first  Grant  knew  of  it.  He  put  spurs 
to   his   horse,   rode   at  once   to   the   lett   where   the  tresh 
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troops  were — those  who  had  not  l)ccn  in  the  h^ht — and 
told  them  to  charL;"e  on  the  works.  He  and  his  staft 
told  the  men  that  the  loe  had  tried  to  cut  their  \\a\-  out 
and  did  not  mean  to  stand  a  lont^  sieL(e.  This  o-a\'e  the 
troops  Iresh  strens^th,  and  they  went  strai^-ht  to  the  front 
and    "fouo-ht  like  hra\'e  men,  one  and  all." 

I  wo  of  the  g'und)oats  ran  u])  the  stream  and  threw 
a  few  shells  at  lon^'  range,  and  all  da\'  long  a  hot  fire 
was  kept  up.  fhe  l)o\-s  m  l)lue  at  last  force  their  way 
through  the  lines  and  u})  the  steep  hill,  while  the  guns 
h'om  the  fort  keep  u|)  the  Hre  that  thms  their  ranks. 
I  he\'  leap  the  ditch — hut  night  comes  on  too  soon  for 
them  to  tell  which  side  has  won. 

Some  of  those  in  the  fort  were  wild  to  get  out.  The\" 
did  not  want  to  he  caught  like  rats  m  a  trap,  and  a 
large  force  led  In'  men  who  stood  high  m  rank  crept 
out  of  the  fort  m  the  dark  night  and  made  their  way  to 
Nash-ville. 

Gen-er-al  Ruck-ner  was  left  m  charge  of  Fort  I)on- 
el-son,  and  was  t(^o  l)ra\'e  a  man  to  shrink  from  the  fate 
that  was  left  for  him  and  his  trooj)S.  lie  sent  one  of 
his  men  with  a  note  to  Grant  to  ask  his  terms. 

Grant  said  that  he  must  sur-ren-der  at  once;  and  with 
a  dash  of   his  pen  let  him   know  what  he  meant  to  do; 
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"/  pi'o-posc  to  move 
ini-j]ic-di-atc-/v  on  \our 
zoorks."  Huck-ncr  did 
not  like  tins,  and  sent 
word  to  Grant  that 
the  terms  were  too 
harsh.  Grant  went 
at  once  to  see  him. 
Thev  had  been  (^"ood 
fnendis  at  W  est  Point, 
and  were  good  tnends 
now,thou^"h  one  fought 
for  the  North  and  one 
for  the  South.  Does 
It  not  seem  strange?  Grant  told  P)uck-ner  that  he  had 
no  wish  to  take  down  his  pride  m  a  mean  way,  so  he 
and  his  staft  might  keep  their  swords,  and  the}'  and  all 
ot  the  men  might  take  oft  such  goods  as  they  had  had 
tor  their  own  use.  But  thiey  must  gi\'e  up  all  that  the 
L  -ni-ted   States  had  a  right  to. 

Ihe  cap-ture  ot  Fort  Don-el-son  was  the  first  great 
deed  that  had  been  done  since  the  way  broke  out.  It 
ga\'e  good  cheer  to  the  Xorth,  and  put  L  -K's-ses  S. 
Grant  m  the  front  rank  of   fame. 
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Till-:  North  had  now  two  strong-holds — one  on  the 
Fen-nes-see- — and  one  on  th.e  Cum-herdand.  I)a\'  by 
(la\'  tresh  troops  were  sent  from  the  I^ast,  and  in  Fel)- 
ru-a-r\'  a  lar^e  toree  ol  men,  ni  eliar^e  ot  Cirant,  set  out 
to  push  then"  wa\'  to  West  Fen-nes-see.  It  was  a  slow 
mareh,  lor  the  Fen-nes-see  rose  so  hii;'h  that  there  were 
hut  two  or  three  hlufts  where  the  boats  could  land. 
Troops  were  lelt  at  each  ol  these  ])omts,  while  Cirant — 
who  at  this  time  was  thoUL^ht  to  be  tar  too  bold — kept 
on,  and  made  a  halt  at  Shi-loh,  on  the  east  bank  ot  the 
stream.  From  this  point  he  could  keep  an  e\'e  on  the 
rail-road  that  ran  through  the  heart  ol  the  South,  and 
\'ex  the  foe,  which  was  then  m  great  force  at  or  near 
Co-rinth. 

B)'  the  hrst  ol  A-pril  both  sides  were  lull  (jI  hght, 
and  each  grew  more  and  more  bold. 

Shi-loh  was  just  a  log-church  that  stood  on  a  ridge 
of  ground  from  two  and  a  half  to  three  miles  back  from 
the    bluhs   at    Pitts-bur<>h    Land-mij-,    with    Snake   creek 
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on  the  ri(-rth,  and  Lick  creek  on  the  south,  and  Owl 
creek  on  the  west.  All  these  creeks,  which  tor  the  most 
part  ot  the  year  were  ot  no  i^reat  size,  wcw  now  hroad 
streams.  Here  and  there  were  thick  woods,  a  high 
bluH,  or  a  deep  .goroe,  and  the  men  had  to  make  the 
most  ot  these  as  thev  were  new  to  war,  and  hatl  had 
no  chance  to  learn  how  to  dig"  the  trench,  to  throw  up 
earth -works,  or  to  Iniild  such  forts  as  might  ser\-e 
them    m   a  time  of    need. 

Grant,  who  had  to  kee{)  an  eye  on  all  the  troops,  and 
to  see  to  their  needs,  spent  each  day  at  Pitts -burgh 
Land-mg,  and  at  night  went  down  m  the  boat  to  Sa- 
\an-na.  Sher-man  was  m  charge  of  the  troops  at  the 
front,  with  their  lines  drawn  up  to  face  the  Co-rmth 
road,  b\'    which    route    the    Rebs   would    haxe    to   come. 
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Shots  were  fired  now  and  then  from  l)oth  sides,  and  h\" 
the  3rd  (~)f  A-pril  the  hi^ht  seemed  close  at  hand. 

Grant  staid  on  the  field  till  (juite  late  each  nii^ht,  up 
to  the  time  the  fi,^"ht  took  |)lace.  On  Tri-dax',  the  4th, 
while  on  his  way  to  the  Iront,  his  horse  iell  with  him, 
1  he  night  was  dark,  the  ram  [)oured  down,  and  he  had 
to  trust  to  his  horse  to  find  the  road,  (jrant's  leg  was 
hurt  s(^  that  his  hoot  had  to  he  cut  oft,  and  for  two  or 
three  days  he  was  quite  lame. 

No  one  knew  )ust  at  what  point  the  foe  would  make 
the  first  at-tack,  but  Grant,  up  to  this  time,  had  thought 
It  might  he  at  Crum})'s  Land-mg.  B\-  the  5th  he  ^^■as 
cjuite  sure  that  the  fight  w^ould  take  place  at  Shi-loh, 
and  at  once  went  to  work  to  jdace  his  tro(^ps  so  that 
they  could  come  from  the  right  or  left  Hank  to  the  aid 
of  those  wh(^  were  at  the  front. 

Some  of  those  who  led  the  troops  had  n(^t  been  m 
this  kind  of  a  fight,  and  did  not  know  the  rules  of  war, 
so  they  went  to  the  left  when  they  should  ha\-e  gone  to 
right,  and  were  not  where  the}'  should  ha\'e  been  when 
the  fight  took  place. 

At  dawn,  on  the  6th  of  A-pril,  Gen-er-al  Ahbert 
Sid-ney  Johns-ton,  who  led  the  troops  from  the  South, 
made   a   fierce   at-tack   on   the   lines  at   Shi-loh.       Grant 
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had  Li'onc  to  Sa- 
\-an-na,  six  miles 
oft,  and  as  soon  as 
he  heard  the  tire 
ot  the  !-i'uns  he 
made  his  \va\'  at 
once  to  the  tront. 
The  ti^iit  was  hot 
Irom  tlie  hrst,  and 
as  the  Rebs  came 
up  the\'  tell  on  the 
gaiards  sent  out  by 
Pren-tiss  and  Sher- 
man who  soon  had  their  troops  m  line. 

These  two  chiets  had  a  lot  of  raw  men  from  the  WT^st, 
who  knew  how  to  use  a  pick,  axe,  or  spade,  but  did  not 
know  wx41  how  to  load  or  fire  a  gun.  Part  ot  them  Hed 
in  o-reat  fright  to  the  rear.  The  rest  stood  firm.  Xew 
lines  had  to  be  made  as  the  ranks  gave  way. 

If  all  those  who  led  the  troops  had  been  as  bra\-e  as 
Grant  and  Sher-man,  the  souls  of  the  men  would  ha\-e 
been  firetl  with  strength,  and  they  would  not  have 
fought  so  like  an  armed  mob.  But,  as  I  ha\-e  said,  war 
was  a  new  thing,  and  all  these  men   had  much  to  learn. 
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It  was  n(»t  strange  that  they  were  full  of  fear,  that  their 
hearts  gax'e  wa\',  and  that  they  lost  their  heads. 

All  day  the  hght  went  on,  with  ^reat  loss  on  both 
sides.  Now^  and  then  the  bo\'s  m  blue  had  had  to  lall 
back  and  t(^  chano-c  their  lines,  and  when  nl^'ht  came 
on  the\'  were  more  than  a  mile  from  the  [)lace  where 
the\'  had  stood  at  dawn  ot   the  day  to  meet  the  toe. 

In  one  ot  the  mox'cs  Gen-er-al  Pren-tiss  did  not  tall 
back  with  the  rest,  and  he  and  a  large  force  ot  his  men 
tell  m  the  hands  ot   the  Rebs. 

Sher-man  was  shot  twice;  once  m  the  hand,  once 
near  the  neck.  A  third  ball  went  through  his  hat. 
More  than  one  horse  was  shot  from  un-der  him.  It 
would  ha\'e  been  a  sad  da\'  tor  the  troops  at  Shi-loh 
had    Sher-man   had   to  leax'c  the  tield. 

A  hard  ram  set  m  on  the  night  ot  the  6th.  1  he 
Wanks  liad  lost  all  their  tents — the  Rel)S  were  m  then- 
camp — and  the\'  had  to  rest  as  best  they  could.  Cirants 
leg  ga\'e  him  so  much  pain  that  he  could  not  rest,  so  he 
went  to  the  log-church.  Here  men  were  brought  in  to 
ha\'e  their  wounds  dressed,  or  to  ha\'e  an  arm  or  a  leg 
cut  oft.  dhis  \\"as  a  sight  he  could  not  bear,  so  he 
lim])ed  ])ack  to  the  tree  'neath  which  he  sat  to  wait  tor 
the  dawn  ot   daw 
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Four  times  each  hour  all 
through  the  night  the  gun- 
boats sent  a  shell  right  down 
near  the  ioe  ;  and  all  niLi'ht  lon<^ 
the  boats  l)rought  tresh  tr()oj)s, 
with  l)ra\"e  men  at  their  head, 
to  the  east  side  ol  the  stream 
to  swell  the  ranks  of  the  b()\'s 
m  1)1  ue. 

Cirant  had  made  u|)  his  mind  to  whip  the  Rebs  the 
next  day,  and  he  had  found  out  that  the  side  which 
made  the   hrst   at-tack    was   the   side  that  won  the  fight. 

1  his   was   the   wa\-   he   ranged   his  men  :  — 

Gen-er-al  Lew.  \\  aldace  on  the  right,  Sher-man  to 
his  left;  then  McCler-nand,  and  then  Murldnit.  Nel- 
son oi  lUi-ell's  corps  {Iw)  was  on  the  left;  Crit-ten-den 
next  m  line,  and  on  his  right;  and  McCook  at  the  tar 
end  (){   the  right  wmg. 

X el-son  led  the  fight  on  the  7th,  and  soon  the  whole 
line  was  m  the  heat  ot  the  Ira)'.  The  strength  of  the 
new  troops  told  at  once.  The  Rel)S  were  not  so  lull 
of  dash  as  the\'  had  been  on  the  first  (la\'.  The\'  were 
worn  out.  So  were  Grant's  men;  Init  the\'  were  lull  of 
pluck,  and  pluck  is  l)ound  to  wm. 
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Grniincl  was  won  and  lost  on  both  sides.  Tlic  dead  I 
la\"  in  heaps;  hhie  and  ^ray  side  l)y  side.  But  the 
Rel)s  were  pushed  inch  1)\'  inch  till  the\'  had  lost  all 
the\-  had  gained.  As  the  day  wore  on  it  was  plain  to 
be  seen  that  the  hi^ht  was  near  its  end;  the  Rebs  would  , 
hax'C  to  \ield.  A  large  force  ot  their  men  had  gone  to 
the  rear. 


v^  ■'- 
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THE    LAST    CHARGE    AT    SHI-I.OH. 


At  three  o'clock  Chai'o-c  !  was  the  crv  that  went  out 
to  the  bovs  in  blue.  The\-  met  it  with  loutl  cheers,  held 
their  guns  in  front  of  them,  and  with  a  run  drove  the 
foe  (juite  oft    the  held. 
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On  the  6th  there  were  33.000  l)0\-s  m  l)kie  at  Shi-loh. 
On  the  7th  Iki-ell  brought  20.000  more.  It  is  said  that 
Beau-re-g'artl,  who  led  the  toe,  had  ^^os)ll.  Our  loss  m 
the  two  davs"  h^'ht  A\'as   12.217.      Theirs,   10.699. 

On  the  8th,  when  Beau-re-o-ard  sent  to  Grant  to  know 
If  h>e  could  take  his  dead  from  the  held  and  place  them 
m  the  gi'ound,  he  found  that  drant  had  done  this  kind 
act.  Foes  had  the  same  care  as  friends.  Had  Grant 
keen  a  hard,  bad  man,  he  would  not  ha\'e  done  such  a 
deed  as  this,  which  is  not  a  j)art  of  the  code  of  \\ar, 
and  It  was  proof  that  he  had  a  large  heart,  full  of  peace 
and  o-Qod-will  to  all  men. 


-^w^ 
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CHAPTER    VL 


THE       S  I  E  G  !•:       OF       C  O  -  R  I  X  T  1 1  . 

Up  to  this  tinic  Grant  had  thoui^lit,  as  most  of  the 
North  (h(l.  that  the  war  would  soon  l)c  at  an  end;  that 
men  would  la\-  down  then"  ^uns  and  swords,  and  go 
l:)ack  to  the  work  they  had  lett  and  the  peace  they  had 
known. 

Init  the  cause  tor  which  the  South  tought  was  one 
the\-  had  thought  ot  lor  a  long  tmie.  Por  years  and 
\ears  the\'  had  kept  up  a  talk  ot  State  rights,  and  their 
own  wrongs,  an'l  at  last  the\'  hatl  got  to  teel  that  the 
North  was  their  worst  toe.  I  here  were  bad  men  on 
both  sitles  who  did  all  they  could  to  tan  this  t^ame 
which  took  hre  m   i  86  i. 

The  South  had  made  the  war  —  and  the  North  must 
do  its  best  to  crush  it  out.  So  Grant  thought,  and  was 
m  haste  to  brinL>-  back  i)eace  to  the  land.  I  he  next  we 
hear  ot  him  is  at  Co-rmth,  to  which  place  he  laid  siege 
on  the  last  ot"  Maw  It  was  thought  there  would  be  a 
ereat  hj^'ht  at  this  i)lace,  but  there  was  none  at  all.  The 
Rebs  went  out,  and  when  the  loo\'S  m  blue  went  m  they 


OUR  HERO  :~GKXKK.\L    U.    S.    (iRAXT.  3^ 


lound  a  lot  ot  old  i(uns  made  ol  wood,  and  all  round 
su>-ns  that  lV'au-rc-<>-ard  had  not  such  a  stroni-"  force  as 
he  was  thought  to  ha\e  had. 

Im)]-  the  next  two  or  three  months  there  was  not  much 
done  1)_\'  the  troops  m  West  Ten-nes-see.  The  war 
went  on  m  the  East,  and  much  blood  was  shed. 

On  the  15th  ot  Se})-temd)er  Price  came  up  h^om  the 
South  and  seized  I-ud-ca,  which  is  a  score  ot  miles  east 
of  Co-rinth.  On  the  15th  Grant  sent  word  to  Ilaldeck 
that  b_\'  his  leax'e  he  would  at-tack  Price  ere  he  could 
cross  Bear  Creek.  On  the  18th  he  sent  Gen-er-al  Ord 
up  to  a  point  tour  miles  Irom  I-ud<a,  where  he  lound  a 
strong-  torce  ot   the  Rehs  on  the  north  side  ot   the  town. 

Rose-crans  was  to  push  u})  on  the  lett  \\ith  all  speed 
so  that  the  at-tack  could  take  })lace  on  the  19th.  The  next 
dav  thev  might  ha\'e  to  tall  l)ack  as  there  was  a  tear  that 
\  an  Dorn,  who  had  come  up  to  the  aid  ol  Price,  would 
at-tack  Co-rmth.  Mis  plan  was  to  cross  the  Ten-nes- 
see  and  make  his  way  to  Ken-tuck-y.  \  his  Grant  did 
not  mean  to  let  him  do. 

The  roads  were  so  bad  that  Rose-crans  could  not  get 
his  troops  near  I-u-ka  as  soon  as  he  had  planned,  and 
Ord  had  to  wait  till  he  came.  The  Rebs  were  on  a  hill 
which  fjaye  them  a  \'iew  ot   the  road,  and  as  Rose-crans 
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canic  up  with  his  men  at  halt-past  lour  thcv  at  once 
made  a  fierce  at-tack  on  the  hox's  m  hhie  and  (h'ove 
them  l)ack.  There  was  no  chance  tor  them  to  use  their 
fiel(l-!>uns — two  or  three  ot  which  the\'  lost — or  to  fiijfht 
as  the\'  W(uil(l  it  the\'  had  had  more  s})ace,  l)ut  they 
held  their  own  till  dark,  and  had  strong  hopes  that  I -il- 
ka would  tall  m  their  hands  the  next  daw 

The  wind  did  not  Idow  the  right  wa\'  to  bear  the 
sound  ot  the  guns  to  Ord,  who  w\as  some  miles  ot^,  and 
so  he  did  not  know  ot  the  fight  at  the  time  it  took  place. 
Late  at  night  he  got  the  word,  and  at  once  set  out  with 
his  troops  to  help  Rc^se-crans  and  Mam-il-ton.  But 
the  Rehs  had  tound  out  that  the\'  would  soon  be 
hemmed  m  bv  Grant's  troops,  and  so  took  fiight  bv  a 
Ixick  road  while  the  wav  was  still  tree.  At  nine  o'clock 
the  next  da\',  when  Grant  got  back  to  I-u-ka,  tor  he 
had  to  dri\'e  uj)  the  troops  on  all  sides,  he  tound  the 
foe  had  Bed,  and  were  bv  this  time  so  tar  ot^  that  there 
was  no  chance  to  catch  them. 

This  small  fight  at  1-u-ka  put  a  check  on  the  plans 
of  the  South,  and  dro\'e  the  Rebs  l)ack  to  Co-nnth  — 
where  the\'  made  an  at-tack  on  the  2nd  of  Oc-to-ber. 
On  the  3rd  the  hght  was  hot  and  fierce,  and  \  an  Dorn 
won  the  da\'.       Ihis  j)iece  of  good-luck  made  the   ])0}'S 
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in  o;ra\'  more  l^old.  Thcv  stormed  the  earth  works,  and 
fought  then"  \\a\"  up  to  the  town.  A  sharp  hre  from  the 
torts  th"o\'e  them  haek  and  [Jut  them  to  rout.  Twice — 
thrice — the\'  charge  m  the  same  wa\',  and  are  met  with 
a  storm  as  l)ra\'e  as  their  own.  At  Last  the\'  gi\'e  up, 
b}'  noon  the  hght  is  at  an  end,  the  foe  is  m  flight,  and 
the  Stars  and  Stripes  wa\'e  once  more  from  the  fort 
in  Co-rinth. 

It   was   Grant's   |)lan   t(^   push   (^n   at   once,   seize   \  an 
Dorn's  force  and  end  the  war  in  that  part  of   the  land. 
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But  the  troops  were  woi'n  out  with  the  two  dax's"  li.^'ht. 
Rose-crans  plead  theu"  need  oi  rest,  and  his  own,  and 
was  glad  to  sheathe  his  sword  for  a  while.  He  had 
won  a  L^reat  ti^ht,  and  he  had  his  meed  ot  lame.  He 
w\as  made  a  I\Ia-]or  (len-er-al,  and  i)ut  m  com-mand  oi 
the  ar-mv  of   the  Cum-herdand. 

(ii'ant  was  sueh  a  plain  man  that  it  was  hard  work 
(or  hmi  to  get  those  who  |)ut  on  more  st\'le  to  do  as  he 
hade  them,  or  to  \iel(l  him  the  praise  that  was  his  due. 
They  had  no  g"i\at  faith  m  his  skill,  and  thought  that 
all  he  had  done  and  won  had  been  through  sheer  good 
luek.  But  he  was  calm  through  all,  and  could  l)ide  his 
time.  He  did  not  lo\e  war.  Ihe  great  cr\'  of  his  heart 
was  "Let  us  ha\'e  peace!"  His  whole  thought  was  how- 
to  bring  this  strife  to  an  end. 

The  ]\iis-sis-si|)-})i  is  a  great  stream  that  starts  in  the 
North  \W'St  and  makes  its  wa\'  down  to  the  Ciulf  of 
Mex-i-co.  It  was  the  great  prize  for  which  the  North 
and  South  fought,  and  the  South  who  knew  it  woukl  l)e 
death  to  their  cause  to  lose  it,  had,  when  the  war  first 
broke  out,  Iniilt  forts  on  the  best  })omts  the  whole  length 
of  the  stream.  Codumdnis,  Fort  Pildow,  and  Isl-and 
[i-Iand)  Nimvber  Ten,  the\'  lost  m  the  spring  of  1862. 
\  icksd)ur'''  and   Port   Hud-S(^n  were  still   m  their  hands, 


()L7i  n!:Ri)  :-gi:xi:kal  r.  s.  (iraxi: 


43 


and  it  was  Grant's  wish  to  mox'c  on  Vicks-lnn"g'  and  take 
It  as  he  took  Port  Don-cl-son. 

rhc  X(M"th  had  seized  New-Ordeans,  and  m  June 
1862,  Com-mo-dore  rar-ra-^iit  and  Brig"-a-ther  Gen-er-al 
Thom-as  W'lldi-ams  made  their  wa\'  u{)  the  Mis-sis-sip- 
pi  as  far  as  \  ieksd)iiri4",  'nut  (hd  not  take;  the  town. 

The  South  then  set  to  work  to  add  to  the  strength  of 
the  tort  on  l)oth  sides,  and  made  it  so  strong'  that  it  was 
thought  no  lorce  coukl  take  it  by  land  or  l:)y  sea. 
Those  who  tried  were  sure  to  tail,  and  as  long  as  Vicks- 
luirg  stood,  the  South  could  keep  the  North  at  bay. 
The  whole  of  the  j\Iis-sis-sip-pi  was  theirs. 
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Till-:       SI  F.  G  I-:       O  1'       \'  I  C  K  S  -  1!  U  R  G . 

The  town  of  A  icks-luii'L;"  stands  on  a  hi^'h  clift  on 
the  cast  hank  ot  the  Mis-sis-si})-])),  and  hi^"h  hkitts  edge 
the  stream  lor  at  least  a  score  ot  miles.  So  stec})  were 
these  cliHs  that  no  guns  could  he  hrought  to  hear  on 
them,  and  no  l)oats  trom  the  North  could  pass  the  lorts 
and  make  their  \va\'  out  to  the  sea. 

In  the  rear  ol  A  icks-hurg  the  ground  was  rough  and 
steep.  Mere  and  there  was  a  deep,  dark  gorge.  1  he 
low  lands  were  lull  ot  creeks  and  swamps.  All  these 
Avere  a  great  helj)  to  the  South  who  Hung  out  its  flag, 
and  dared  the  whole  North  to  hau.l  it  down  and  set 
up  the    Stars  and  Stripes  m  its  ])lace. 

Grant  kept  his  eve  on  \^cksd)urgh.  lie  knew  it 
would  l)e  a  hard  task  to  get  near  it,  or  to  take  it,  hut  he 
did  not  mind  that.  He  set  his  l)rain  to  work  to  think 
out  a  plan  In'  which  he  could  get  round  the  toe.  Both 
he  and  his  troops  were  sick  ot  campdite.  It  would  soon 
be  time  for  them  to  l)e  on  the  move. 

Grant  thought  if  he  could  get  l)ack  of  the  Rebs,  on  the 
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crest  ot  the  hills,  he  would  force  them  to  hs^ht  in  the 
field  (»r  lea\'e  them  to  star\-e.  But  the  lons^-  rams  and 
the  l)ad  roatls  UKide  hmi  ^'i\e  up  this  plan.  Then  he 
thought  a  ditch  could  be  cut  which  would  change  the 
course  of  the  Mis-sis-sip-pi  and  let  the  gund)oats  }^ass 
b}-  \  icksdjurg"  m  full  \iew  of  the  forts,  but  out  of 
reach  of  their  guns. 

._,v«.=  In     Jan-u-a-ry    he   set 

his  tro()})s  to  work  out 
this  scheme — which  Lin- 
coln thought  a  good  one. 
The  e\'es  of  the  Xorth 
and  South  were  on  him. 
For  two  months  the 
work  was  kept  uj),  and 
it  was  thouu'ht  a  new 
route  might  at  last  be 
made.  Ikit  m  March 
the  Mis-sis-sip-pi  rose 
to  a  great  height.  The 
strono-  dams  that  had  been  built  could  not  sta\'  its 
course.  All  the  camps  and  all  the  li\'e  stock  were 
swept  of^^  b\'  the  flood,  and  the  troops  had  to  flee  for 
their   li\-es.      The  work  of  all   those  weeks  was  lost,  and 
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Grant  made  up  his  mind  that  \  icks-l)ur^  must  1)l'  won 
h\'  hard  ht^hts.  All  these  new  schemes  and  new  routes 
would  help  hmi  <4"et  a  footdiold,  and  i^ixe  work  to  his 
men  till  such  time  as  he  could  mo\e  his  troops  on 
tlr\'  land. 

\\  hile  this  sort  of  work  went  on,  Ad-mi-ral  Tar-ra- 
i^'ut,  with  a  part  ot  his  lleet,  ran  1)\'  the  lorts  at  Port 
llud-son,  and  came  up  near  where  Cii'ant  was.  tor  a 
while  he  la\'  near  \\  ar-ren-ton,  but  could  not  ^'i\'e  nuich 
aid  to  Grant,  who  was  at  a  loss  to  know  what  to  do. 

Ihe  North  thoULi'ht  him  slow,  and  had  a  mmd  to 
send  a  new  man  to  take  his  })lace.  l)Ut  Lm-coln  had 
faith  in  him,  and  said,  "  Wait.      Gix'e  him  a  chance." 

It  was  on  the  night  ot  the  1 6th  ol  A-pnl,  1863,  that 
Grant  set  out  with  Ad-mi-ral  Por-ter  to  take  the  town 
of  \  icks-huro:.  The  niLi'ht  was  dark;  there  \\as  no 
moon  ;  and  In'  ten  o'clock  the  fleet  were  all  in  line,  and 
one  bv  one  slipped  down  the  stream  as  far  as  Alildi- 
ken's  l)end.  Soon  a  fire  of  shot  and  shell  came  down 
on  them  from  the  bluffs.  The  boats  sent  back  their  fire, 
and  kept  close  to  the  shore  where  the  smoke  \\()uld  hide 
them  best.  Fires  were  lit  on  the  blufts  that  made  all 
up  antl  down  the  stream  as  light  as  daw  The  tides 
were  swift,  and  the  glare  of   lights,  and  the  dense  smoke 


orii  UKRo  :—(;exi:ral  r.  s.  craxt.  47 


made  it  hard  Inr  Tnc  men  at  the  helm  to  steer  the  l)()ats. 
The  Hen-ry  Cla}-,  whieh  had  in  tow  a  l)ar«4e  with  troops 
on  board,  had  to  l)e  cut  loose  and  was  soon  set  on  lu'e 
hv  a  shell  that  hurst  near  it. 

For  more  than  two  hours  the  fleet  were  in  the  h^-ht  : 
hut  at  last  the  l)laze  on  hill  and  stream  died  out,  the  noise 
ot  the  gams  ceased,  and  all  was  still  and  dark  once  more. 

On  the  26th  ot  A-pril  six  more  boats  with  troops  on 
board,  tried  to  run  by  the  Vicksd:)urL;-  forts.  Fi\-e  of 
theni  got  b}',  but  one  was  struck  in  the  hull  In'  a  large 
ball  and  sunk  at  once.  By  the  29th  the  \\hole  of  the 
1  hir-teenth  corps  [Iw]  was  at  a  place  knowai  as  1  lard- 
Times.  The  plan  was  to  get  on  Pemd^er-ton's  left  — and 
at-tack  the  tort  at  Cirand  Gulf 

On  the  29th,  Ad-mi-ral  Por-ter  brought  his  gund)oats 
m  front  ot  Orand  Gult,  but  though  the\'  kept  u[)  their 
fire  for  more  than  fi\'e  hours,  they  had  to  turn  back  at 
last.  The  guns  of  the  foe  were  too  much  lor  them. 
But  that  night  the  boats  ran  b\'  the  forts  at  Grand  Gulf 
and  all  the  troops  that  were  on  l)oard  were  put  on 
shore  at  Hard  Times,  and  were  soon  on  their  march 
to  De  Shroon's,  a  point  on  the  west-shore,  three  miles 
d(^wn  the  stream. 

Grant  found  out  there  was  a  o-ood  road  from  Bru-ms- 
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l)iir<4-  to  Port  Gil)-S()n,  so  he  at  once  made  up  his  nimcl 
to  cross  the  AIis-sis-sip-pi  and  nio\'e  on  Grand  CjIiH 
Irom  the  rear.  On  the  ist  ot  J\la\-  thev  met  the  foe 
near  Port  Gib-son  and  (h"(n'e  them  from  the  held. 
Now  and  then  the\'  had  to  stop  to  huild  a  l;)rid<^"e,  or  to 
ha\'e  a  ])rush  with  the  ioe,  and  m  this  wa\'  thev  kept  on 
their  march  to  Grand  GiiH.  \  he\'  went  m  camp  with 
Pemd:)er-ton  at  Vicksd^uri;"  on  tlie  lett-Hank,  antl  jo-seph 
K.  Johns-ton  at  Jack-son  on  their  nght-flank.  Grant's 
lirst  mo\"e  was  to  Jack-son,  and  on  the  14th  ot  May 
Sher-man  and  McPher-sons  corps  took  it  \^\  storm,  and 
left  not  a  thing"  there  that  could  he  ot  use  to  the  toe. 

I  he  next  day  the  troops  went  west-ward,  and  on 
the  I  6th  met  the  foe  at  Gham-pi-on's  hill  where  a  hard 
hijht  was  tou''ht. 
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The  l)()\s  m  l)luc  drove  l)ack  the  l)()\'s  m  ^'i'a\-,  and 
on  the  17th,  came  up  with  them  at  the  1)1^'  Black., 
Mere    they   luu^ht   hard   tor   two   or   three   hours.      The 

North  took  the  \\'orks  1)\' 
storm,  and  the  ioe  fled 
m  i^-reat  haste,  and  the 
next  (ki\'  Cirant  had  his 
troo|)s  m  front  of  \  icks- 
buro'. 

I^or  three  weeks  the  men 
had  not  had  much  to  eat, 
and  now  thcA'  lelt  the  need 
of  kread.  As  drant  \\'ent 
throui^h  the  ranks  one  (ki\', 
one  of  tlie  men  who  knew  him  said  m  a  low  \-oicc,  but 
so  that  Cirant  could  hear  him — '^I lard-tack^.'  1  he  men 
took  it  u|)  and  "'  1  lard-tack !  hai'd-tack !  Iiard-tack !'' 
was  the  cr\'  the  whole  length  of  the  line.  As  soon  as 
Grant  told  them  that  a  new  road  had  been  l)uilt  l^y 
which  food  would  be  l)rouo'ht  to  them,  the  cr}'  for  br('ad 
g'a\'e  wa\'  to  cheers,  and  all  went  well. 

Grant  sent  word  that  the  at-tack  should  be  made  on 
\'icksd)uro-  by  all  |)arts  of  the  line  at  the  same  hour  on 
the  22n(l  of  Maw      So  at  10  a.m.  the\-  made  the  charw. 
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and  a  fierce  one  it  was.  Some  of  the  Immx'c  men  made 
their  \\a\'  up  to  the  woi'ks,  and  set  then'  ilai^'s  there,  hut 
found  no  place  where  tlie)'  could  i;"et  m.  It  wa.s  hard 
work   to   drag    the    held-guiis    up    and    down    the    steep 
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slopes  in  the  face  of  such  a  rain  of  shot  and  shell  as 
was  sent  Irom  the  l)reast-works  that  hid  the  loe,  so 
they  could  he  ot    no  use  m   this  close  h^'ht. 

Grant's  loss  was  i^Tcat,  and  on   the  nio-ht  ol    the  22nd 
the  troops  were  with-drawn,  and  tor  two  da}'S  the  dead 
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were  left  on  the  field  in  the  hot  sun,  as  it  was  not  safe 
f )r  li\e  men  to  i^'o  near  them.  The  stench  was  so  ^reat 
that  Peni-l)er-ton  knew  that  all  the  tolks  \n  Vicks-hurL;" 
would  soon  be  made  sick  1)\'  it,  and  he  had  his  troops 
cease  their  hre  so  that  Grant's  men  could  dig  graves 
and  care  for  the  slam. 

Grant  did  not  want  to  lose  more  men  than  there  was 
need  to  lose,  and  he  saw^  there  was  not  much  to  be  made 
in  this  kind  of  a  hght.  ddiere  was  l)ut  one  thing  to 
do,  and  that  was  to  out-camp  the  ioe. 

This  is  known  as  the  siege  of  Vicksd^urg,  and  I  will 
tell  you  how  the  bo\'s  in  blue  went  to  work  to  starve  out 
the  bo\'s  in  gra\'.  Here  a  trench  must  be  dug.  I  here 
a  wall  must  be  put  up.  On  top  ot  these  walls  were 
great  sandd^ags,  with  a  space  leit  as  a  loopdiole  tor  a 
eun.  Loo-s  were  put  (Mi  Un^  of  the  bags  so  that  the 
men  could  stand  up  antl  not  be  seen  by  the  ioe,  and  hit 
by  their  guns.  For  all  this  time  the  fire  was  kei)t  up 
with  shot  and  shell,  and  a  sharp  watch  was  kept  up  on 
both  sides. 

All  the  roads  that  led  to  and  from  Vicksdnirg  were 
held  by  the  troops  from  the  North.  They  seized 
the  live  stock,  and  all  the  corn  they  could  find  on  the 
roads,  and  fresh  troo[)s  came  from   iMis-sou-ri  and  else- 
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where  to  add  to  tlieir  strent>-th.  There  was  no  chan^^ 
lor  Pem-l^er-ton  to  send  word  to  Johns-ton,  or  tor  Johns- 
ton   to    send    word    to    Pem-ber-ton. 

Mmes  were  cut  deep  ni  the  hills,  some  ot  whieh  were 
l)lown  up  and  lett  chasms  where  the\'  had  stood.  I  he 
Rel)s  would  dio-  on  their  side,  hut  did  not  strike  the  line 
)ust  rii^ht  so  as  to  push  m  where  the  ho\'s  m  hlue  were 
at  work. 

"Once,"  sa\-s  Grant,  "when  a  charg-e  went  oil  there 
were  a  few  men  at  work  in  the  mine  that  had  been  cut 
throui;li  to  find  ours.  All  that  were  there  were  thrown 
in  the  air,  and  some  ol  them  came  down  on  our  side  — 
more  scared  than  hurt.  One  ol  these  was  a  Mack  man. 
^  _,,  Some  one  asked  him 

how  hi^h  he  went 
up.  'I)un  no,"  he 
said,  '  hut  tink  hout 
tree  nule.'  den-er-ai 
Lo-^an  took  charge 
ol  this  black  man, 
and  made  good  use 
of  him  till  the  end 
of  the  siege." 
The  Mis-sis-sip-pi, 
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from  its  source  to  its  mouth  —  sa\'e  the  point  rii^ht  in 
li'ont  ot  \  icks-hur^"  and  ot  Port  Ilud-son  —  was  in  the 
hands  ot  the  North.  The  land  far  and  near  had  been 
laid  waste  to  leed  the  lar^^e  force  of  troops  out-side  of 
\  icksd)urL;". 

remd)er-ton  had  said  "1  knew  I  could  stand  a  sieg-e," 
and  it  was  his  wish  to  liold  the  fort  as  lon^"  as  there 
was  a  man  left  to  hre  a  i^un.  But  there  were  those  in 
\  ieksd)urn"  who  felt  that  it  was  best  to  run  up  the  white 
llai;'.  dO  hold  (  ut  meant  to  star\'e,  and  the  need  of 
food  was  so  great  that  death  seemed  to  stare  them  m 
the  face. 

Deep  ca\'es  were  dug  m  which  the\'  had  to  make 
their  homes  so  as  to  be  safe  from  the  shells  that  were 
sent  in- to  the  town.  In  time  these  were  not  ht  to  live 
in.  Hie  place  was  full  of  tramps  —  men  who  would 
eat  all  tluw  could  get,  but  would  not  work.  WOrse  ills 
than  these  tluw  had  to  jnit  up  with,  and  ho[)e  had 
ceased  to  cheer  them.  I)a\'  b\-  dax'  there  was  less  and 
less  fi)od.  .Vn  egg  was  worth  its  weight  in  gold.  Mule 
meat  could  l)e  l)ought,  but  it  was  dear,  and  some  could 
not  eat  it  at  all. 

One  da\'  as  Grant  rode  round  his  lines  he  stopped 
for  a  drink  at  a  house  where  a  proud  dame  dwelt,  whose 
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heart  was  all  with  the  South.  She  asked  hini  with  a 
sneer  if  he  thought  he  should  ^et  m  to  \  icksd)uro-. 
"Yes,  of  course,"  said  (irant.  "  Ijut  when?"  asked  the 
dame.  "  I  can  not  tell  just  when  I  shall  take  the  town," 
said  (u'ant  in  his  calm  waw  but  /  jucan  to  slay  here 
III!  I  (in  if  if  takes  inc  i/iir-ty  yccvsi' 
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At  this  the  proud  dames  heart  went  down,  down, 
down.  She  had  heen  tuU  ot  ho[)e  that  her  side  would 
win,  l)ut  li  this  man  meant  to  keep  u|)  the  siei^-e  for  such 
a  length  ot  time — and  she  knew  l)v  his  looks  that  he 
meant  what  he  said — what  chance  was  there?  Its  fate 
was  sure,  as  time  would  show. 

On  the  I  St  ol  JuK',  Johns-ton  made  a  mo\'e  m  ho})es 
to  turn  Grants  troops,  and  ^ix'e  Pemd)er-ton  a  chance 
to  cut  his  wa\"  out.  lie  hxed  his  camp  "twixt  Browns- 
x'llle  and  the  Bii;"  Black,  and  wrote  a  note  to  Pemd^er- 
ton  that  the  mo\'e  he  had  made  was  the  best  one,  he 
thou^"ht,  t(^  raise  the  sie^'c  ot   \  icksdnii'L;'. 

But  the  note,  by  g"ood  luck,  f(dl  in  the  hands  of 
Grant's  nien,  and  on  the  3rd  ot  jud\-  white  fla^-s  were 
put  up  on  part  ot  the  works  round  \  icksdiury".  I  he 
fight  on  that  part  ot  the  line  came  to  an  end  at  once. 
Soon  two  men  were  seen  on  their  wa}'  to  the  camp 
with  white  tiao's. 

The  news  s|)read  I  The  troojjs  were  wild  with  joy  I 
All  the}'  had  i)orne  had  not -been  111  \ain  I  1  he  siege 
was  at  an  end,  and  once  more  the  Stars  and  Stripes 
would  wa\'e  trom  the  heights  ot    \  icksd)urg! 

The  two  men  were  Bow-en  and  Alont-gonve-ry,  Pem- 
ber-ton's  aide -de-camps.      It  was  their  wish  to  speak  to 


56 


0['R  IIKRO  .—  CEXKRAr.   U.    S.    GRAXT. 


Cirant.  P)Ut  Grant  would  not  sec  tlicni.  He  sent  word 
that  it  It  was  Pcmd)cr-tc)n"s  wish  he  would  meet  him 
m  Iront  ol  AlcPhersons  cor|)s  at  three  o'clock  that 
same  dav. 

So  at  three  o'clock  Pemd)er-ton  came  with  Bow-en 
and  ]\lont-!4'om-er-v,  and  (irant  with  Gen-er-als  Ord, 
j\IcPher-son,  Lo-gan,  A.  J.  Smith,  and  some  of  his  staft. 
The}'  met  near  an  old  oak-tree,  and  at  the  end  of  an 
hour's  talk  had  not  come  to  terms. 

V>\  ten  o'clock  that  night  Grant  was  to  send  his  terms 
to  the  foe,  who  would  then  sa\-  what  the\'  would  do. 
Grant  wrote  out  his  terms,  and  said  at  the  close  that  il 

^       ,  thev   were   such  as   to 
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please  the  toe,  "white 
flags  must  be  ])ut  up 
on  all  \'our  lines  so 
that  m\'  troops  shall 
not  hre  on  ^•our  men." 
The  Siu'-ren-der  of 
\"icks-l)ui"g  took  place 
on  the  4th  ot  Ju-1\-. 
It  was  a  grand  but 
vet  a  sad  sight.  Not 
a  cheer  was   heard   as 
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men  m  i^ra}'  hied  out  and  stacked  their  arms  in  front 
ol   the  men  m  l)lue. 

A  man  m  l>lue  went  throu^'h  the  town  at  a  slow  pace. 
He  led  the  \an-o-uard  ot  Grants  troops.  1  his  is  the 
wav  they  took  the  town.  First  came  one  man.  Then 
there  was  a  space.  1  hen  three  men.  Then  a  space. 
Then  SIX  men.  These  were  a  [)art  ot  the  \'an-o"uar(l. 
Then  came  all  the  rest  ol  the  troops — a  mass  ot  blue 
coats. 

Lo-gan  s  corps  was  the  first  to  march  m  to  the  town. 
The  For-tv  Fitth  Il-h-nois  was  at  the  head,  and  put  its 
torn  Hag-  on  the  court  house  ot    \  icksd)urg. 

Grant,  with  his  start,  rode  in  to  town  at  the  head  of 
Lo-gan's  cor})S.  Fie  was  proud  ot  his  tr()o[)S  —  |)roud 
of  what  he  had  done  —  not  tor  the  tame  it  l)rought  him, 
Init  as  proot  that  he  was  right  when  all  thought  he  was 
wrong.  FIis  praise  rang  through  the  land.  \  otes  ot 
thanks,  and  i>'itts  ot  oreat  cost  were  sent  to  him.  Me 
was  made  a  Ma-jor  Gen-er-al.  Fin-coln  \\-rote  to  thank 
him  tor  what  he  had  done. 

The  loss  ot  \  icks-l)urg  was  a  great  Mow  to  the 
South.  Get-tvsd:)urg  fell  the  same  day.  Mope  left 
their  hearts,  hut  thev  still  fought  on,  as  grim  and  stern 
as  knio"hts  ot   old. 
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CHAPTER    VIII. 


A  T       CHAT-  T  .V  -  N  O  ()  -  G  A 


Till'.  State  of  Tcn-nes-scc  is  full  ot  hills  and  wales. 
Great  rail-roads  run  through  it  from  the  north  and  the 
south,  and  from  the  east  to  the  west.  But  tew  slaxes 
were  m  the  state  when  the  war  l)r()ke  out,  and  the  white 
folks  who  dwelt  there  felt  their  hearts  drawn  to  the 
North. 

Where  the  rail-roads  from  Alem-phis  and  Charles-ton, 
Rich-niond,  Nash-\'ille,  and  At-lan-ta  met,  a  U)\\\\  sprani;- 
up  which  took  its  name  from  the  mount  at  whose  base 
it  was  l)uilt. 

This  was  the  town  (^f   Ch.at-ta-noo-L;a. 

Mis-sion-a-rv  Rids^e  was  at  the  south-east.  Look-out 
Moun-tain  at  the  west. 

Grant's  next  mo\'e  was  to  Chat-ta-no(^-<4"a.  1  his  was  a 
great  strong-hold  of  the  South,  and  the  re-bels  were  loth 
to  lose  it,  and  had  made  a  strong  stand  there.  I  he  rail- 
roads that  went  through  the  place  were  much  used,  as 
Chat-ta-noo-ga  was  the  great  gate-wa)-  to  the  South. 

A\diile  Grant  was  in  front  of   \'icks-l)urg,  Rose-crans 
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had  had  a  h^ht  with  Bra^t;"  at  Chick-a-niau-^a  m  which 
he  met  with  i^rcat  loss,  and  it  Fhom-as  had  not  come 
to  his  aid  he  could  not  ha\c  held   Chat-ta-noo-i;a. 

On  the  (;th  ot  Se|)-ten"id)er  the  hovs  m  blue  took  the 
town,  and  dro\'e  Bragg'  hack  to  the  hill  tops.  Mis-sion- 
a-ar\'  Ridge  and  Look-out  Moun-tam,  whence  he  sent 
shells  in  the  camp  at  the  foot  ot   the  hills. 

All  through  the  month  of  Sei)-tcmd)er,  the  Ar-m_\- 
of  the  Cumd)erdand  la\-  in  Chat-ta-noo-ga,  m  a  state 
of  siege.  Fhe  foe  were  on  the  hills  all  round  them. 
There  \\-as  no  chance  tor  theni   to  cut   their  way  out. 

The  da\'s  were  hot,  and  the  nights  were  cold.  1  hey 
had  no  change  of  clothes,  no  great  coats,  and  no  wraps 
to  kee})  them  warm  when  they  slept.  The\'  had  hut 
few  tents.  Food  was  scarce.  Idien  the  fall  rains  set 
in.  There  was  no  grass,  hay,  or  oats  tor  mule  or 
horse,  and  the  poor  beasts  lay  dead  in  all  the  cam}) 
streets.  Men  died  of  their  wounds,  who  might  ha\-e 
got  well  if  the\'  had  had   the  right  kind  ot   care. 

All  that  Bragg  had  to  do  was  to  wait,  and  Chat-ta 
noo-ga  would  tall  m  his  hands. 

None  of  the  l)o\-s  in  blue  were  in  such  straits  as  these 
through  all  the  tour  years  ot   the  war. 

It  was  late  in   Oc-todjer,    186:;,  when   Grant  took  his 
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place  at  the  liead  ot  tlie  Ar-m\'  ot  the  Cuni-l)er-lanc]. 
lie  sent  word  to  hold  Chat-ta-noo-^a.  1  hom-as  sent 
word  hack   "/  iiv//  /ni/d  t/ic  toii'ii  till  I  starve  I  " 

C)n  the  20th  he  set  out  from  Loii-is-\ille  bv  rail,  was 
at  Nash-\alle  the  same  niL^ht,  and  at  Chat-ta-noo-oa  the 
22nd.  His  tu'st  care  had  l)een  to  send  tood  to  the 
troo})s,  ot   which  thev  were  m  oreat  need. 

P)urn-side  was  m  Kast  Ten-nes-see.  Hook-er  at 
Bridge-port.  Sher-man  and  his  corps  were  on  the  way 
to  join  Grant,  who  at  once  went  to  work  to  lav  out  his 
plans.  J  roops  were  sent  from  each  corps  to  i^aiard  the 
roads,  and  a  torce,  in  change  of  Giles  A.  Smith,  to  seize 
a  ran^e  ot  hills  which  would  gi\'e  them  a  strong'  post 
on  hio-h  <>"round. 
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The  nii^ht  ot  the  26th  was  dark  antl  thick  with  Iol^-. 
At  dawn  ot  the  next  <ka\'  tliree- score  flat  l)oats  lull  of 
troops  set  out  from  Chat-ta-noo-o"a.  The  tide  was  so 
strong  there  was  no  need  ot  oars,  and  as  the\'  kept  close 
to  the  lee  shore  thev  were  not  seen  nor  heard  1)\'  the  loe, 
till  they  came  to  the  land  on  the  south  side  ot  the  stream. 

Here  a  slight  fight  took  place,  Init  1)\'  li\e  o'clock 
Smith  had  his  troops  on  the  hills.  Four  or  five  ot  his 
men  had  wounds,  but  no  one  was  killed. 

On  the  ?6th  llook-er's  cor|)s  crossed  the  Ten-nes-see 
at  Britlge-port,  and  took  u|)  their  line  ot  march,  1)\'  way 
ot  Wdiite-sides  to  W  audiatch-ie.  The  guards  m  tront 
of  the  foe  fell  hack  as  Hook-er  and  his  troops  went  on. 
BraorS"'s  men  on  the  hills  sent  shells  down  on  the  men 
in  the  \'ale.  But  Mooker  kept  on,  and  on  the  28th  WQwi 
in  camj)  with-m  a  mile  ot  the  ]>lace  where  Smith  was, 
though  on  low  ground.  That  night  Long-street's  corps 
made  a  fierce  at-tack  on  Gea-ry  at  \\  audiatch-ie.  I  Ioa\- 
ard  came  up  to  aid  Gea-r\',  who  tor  three  hours  had 
kept  u})  the  tight  In-  the  light  ot  the  moon,  and  the  Hash 
of  fire-arms.  Bv  four  o'clock  the  fight  was  at  an  end, 
and  the  foe  sent  back  at  each  point. 

How-ard,  while  on  his  wa\-,  canie  on  a  range  ot  hills 
which  la\'  in   his  line  ot   march.      They  were  steep,  and 
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all  Up  the  Sides  was  a  dense  i^Towth  ot  trees.  On  top 
the  toe  had  hiiilt  stroiiL^"  earth  works,  as  if  the\'  meant 
to  sta\'  there  lor  some  tmie.  Ilow-ard  and  his  men 
scale  the  walls.  Shot  and  shell  ])()ur  down  on  them 
from  the  i^uns  ot  the  toe.  I1ie\'  do  not  mmd.  Uj), 
up,  up  the\'  chml),  take  the  works  1)\'  storm,  seize  a  lar^'e 
torce  ot   men,  and  hel})  to  turn  the  tide  ot  war. 

F(n"  the  next  week  or  two  Cirant  had  his  hands  lull. 
He  had  to  clear  all  the  roads,  see  that  the  troops  were 
well  ted,  ^"et  all  his  troo])S  m  line  and  add  strength  to 
his  torce  so  that  he  could  dri\'e  the  toe  trom  the  hills 
round  Chat-ta-noo-!^a. 

On  the  14th  ot  Xo-\'emd)er,  (irant  sent  word  to 
Burn-side  to  hold  Long-street  m  check,  to  g'i\'e  him 
(Grant)  time  to  put  a  force  'twixt  him  and  Bragg  that 
would  make  Long-street  take  to  the  hill  roads  to  get  at 
the  stores  he  would  need. 

The  next  dav  he  sent  word  to  Burn-side  to  hold 
Knox-ville  tor  at  least  one  week.  On  the  2 2d  he  heard 
that  k)ragg  had  left  Ahs-sion-a-r\'  Ridge,  and  the  next 
da\'  the  guns  m  Fort  V\  ood  and  all  the  small  torts  gax'c 
the  sign  that  the  tro(^i)S  were  to  march  on  the  toe. 

Gen-er-al  Gor-don  Gran-ger  had  charge  of  F(~)rt 
W  ood,    with    Gen-er-al    Phil    Sher-i-dan    and    his    troops 
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on  the  riL^'Ht,  and  Gcn-L-r-al  Wood  and  his  men  on  the 
left.  At  a  siyai  the\'  ah  went  to  the  {jknn  ni  lrt)nt  and 
on  the  riL^ht  ot    Fort  W  ood. 

The  sun  l^-oke  throu^'li  the  fog  that  had  lam  all 
da\'  in  the  \'ale  and  lit  the  ^'uns  ot  the  troops  so  thai 
the\'  shone  and  trashed  as  it    tij)i)etl  with  hre. 

At  hrst  the  toe  on  the  hill-tops  thoug-ht  this  was  just 
a  side-show,  but  when  th.ev  saw  the  bo\'s  m  blue  nioxe 
throuLi'h  the  stri})  ot  woods  that  led  \\\)  the  hills,  they 
knew  what  was  meant. 

Ere  Brag-w-  had  had  time  to  send  trooj)s  trom  his 
main  cam])  on  the  ridge,  Sher-i-dan  had  seized  his  grand 
guards  and  was  in  strong  torce  m  the  new  posts  the)-  had 
won.  All  da\-  long  the  hght  was  kept  up.  The  toe 
were  swei)t  back  from  the  points  the}-  had  held,  and  at 
nioht-fall  the  great  hosts  slept  in  peace  on  the  heights. 

Sher-man  had  tried  hard  to  get  up  to  Grant,  but  the 
roads  were  so  bad,  and  the  streams  so  hard  to  cross, 
that  it  w-as  not  till  the  night  of  the  23rd  that  his  third 
corps  came  to  the  mouth  of  the  South  Chick-a-mau-ga, 
four  miles  north  of  Chat-ta-noo-ga.  The  Chick-a-mau- 
ga  is  ([uite  l)road  at  this  point  and  the  bridge  train 
could  not  bring  the  boats  up  in  time  tor  the  troops  to 
cross  with  much  speed. 
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Saw-mills  were  run  ni^ht  and  daw  and  boats  made 
and  hroUL^ht  up  through  the  woods  out  ot  si^ht  of  the 
toe.  A  lot  ot  these  l:)rido'e  boats  were  hid  m  North 
Chick-a-maii-o"a  creek,  ti\'e  miles  north  ot  the  mouth 
ot  the  South  Chick-a-mau-L^a,  and  on  the  ni^ht  ot  the 
2V'<1  <->t  No-\'em-ber  a  lar^'e  torce  ot  armed  men  was 
l^rou^'ht  down  to  a  point  near  the  mouth  ot  the  South 
Cliiek-a-mau-ga. 

A  small  torce  wx-nt  on  shore,  and  with  o-rcat  speed 
made  its  wa}'  up  the  bank  and  seized  a  score  ot  the  out- 
guard,  and  in  a  short 
time  the  North  had 
a  strong  hold  on  the 
south  bank  ot  the 
I  en-nes-see. 

A  l)ridge  of 
boats  Avas  built  so 
that  the  tnKips  could 
cross  this  stream, 
and  take  up  their 
line  ot  march  as 
Grant  thouoht  best. 
Sher-man  made  his 
way  to  the  footdiills, 
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up  which  he  went,  and  was  soon  on  top,  and  not  a 
man  was  hurt.  At  ni^ht  the  hs^ht  h-oni  his  camp-iires 
made  it  known  to  triend  and  toe  that  he  had  seized  and 
lield  Mis-sion-a-ry  Ridi;e. 

Ho(ik-er"s  camps  were  all  on  the  west  side  ot  Look-out 
creek.  On  the  Chat-ta-noo-i^a  side  of  Look-out  mount, 
was  a  zii^-zai;'  road.  Ilook-er  thought  it  he  could  i^am 
this  road  he  could  dru'e  ott  the  toe  so  they  could  not 
get  aid  trom   lira^y^". 

The  mount  was  steej)  and  roui^h.  (jreat  crags  stuck 
out  on  all  sides.  Few  would  care  to  climl)  this  wall 
of  stone,  and  who  would  dare  such  a  task  m  tace  ot  the 
toe,  and  of  the  tire  ot  those  great  gunsi^  It  makes  us 
hold  our  breath  to  read  of   such  l)ra\'e  deeds. 

Up  the  face  of  the  steep  hill  go  Gea-r_\-  and  his 
troops.  The\'  dri\-e  back  the  toe;  the}'  pass  the  guns; 
the\-  round  the  peak.  I  p  go  Hook-er  and  his  hra\-c 
men;  and  tor  hours  the  hre  is  kept  up  on  both  sides, 
ddiere  are  two  or  three  sharp  hghts,  but  at  last  they 
drix'e  the  f)e  from  their  walls  and  pits,  and  get  a  toot- 
hold  on  a  [)iece  of  liat-land.  At  two  o'clock  in  the  day 
it  was  too  dark  to  keep  up  the  hght.  The  clouds  hung 
low.  A  thick  f)g  rose  from  the  \-ale.  d  he  guns  sent 
forth    flame    and    smoke.      Now    and    then,    as    the    fog 
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I'osc  or  tell,  a  tlaLi'  could  he  seen.  Xow  and  then  a  Hash 
throuijh  the  clouds  o-a\-e  a  hmt  ot  where  the  h(>-ht  was 
and  how  It  went  on. 

At  tour  o'clock  Ilook-cr  sent  word  to  his  chief  that 
the  j)rize  was  won.  Look-out  Moun-tam  was  theirs! 
and  the  hills  shook  with  the  hre  ot  ]o\'  the  i^'uns 
sent  torth. 

And  \\-here  was  Grant  all  this  time?  At  Or-chard 
knoll,  which  was  on  a  low  rani^'e  of  hills  halt  wa\"  't\\'ixt 
Chat-ta-noo-i^-a  and  Mis-sion-a-r\'  Ridg-e.  Lrom  this 
point  he  coidd  see  all  that  took  place,  and  could  send 
help  to  those  who  were  m  need  ot  it.  But  thou^'h 
much  had  keen  done  there  was  still  much  to  do.  I  he 
toe,  with  Brag-o-  at  their  head,  were  still  m  torce  on 
Mis-sion-a-r\'  Ridge.  Sher-man  and  his  troops  were  on 
a  s})ur  ot  this  ridge,  hut  a  deep  gorge  la\'  twixt  him  and 
the  point  ot   the  hill  where  Bragg  and  his  corps  were. 

Not  a  house,  not  a  tree,  nor  so  much  as  a  tence  was 
to  he  seen  m  the  \ale,  which  had  keen  made  m-to  one 
great  camp-ground.  All  the  troops  were  on  the  hills, 
where  earth-works,  and  hreast-works  ot  logs,  had  keen 
thrown   uj)  to  make  each  point  as   strong  as  a  fort. 

On  the  24th  ot  No-\-em-l)er.  m  the  night,  the  toe 
lea\'e    Look-uut   Aluun-tam,  cross    Chat-ta-noo-oa   creek, 


OUR.  UKRO  .-'GEXKRAI.   C.    .S.    CRAXT.  67 

burn  each  hruli^e,  and  set  their  camps  <»n  tire,  and 
make  their  \va\'  to  Mis-sion-a-r\'  Rid^e  to  swell  Brag<('s 
force. 

At  (lawn  ot  the  25th  Cirant  had  all  his  troops  m 
place,  and  soon  the  horn  was  Idown  that  told  them  all 
to  charo-e  on  the  toe.  Sher-man,  was  still  on  a  hill 
near  the  main  ridge,  and  on  the  right  Hank  ol  Bragg's 
corps. 

Cock-rell,  Al-ex-an-der,  and  Lightd)nrn  were  to  hold 
this  hill;  Corse  was  to  act  on  the  right  ot  the  tront; 
Mor-gan  L.  Smith  was  to  mo\'e  on  the  east  base  of 
the  ridge;  and  Loo-mis  on  the  west  base.  L  })  the  face 
of  the  hill  went  this  great  torce  ot  troo[)S ;  up  to  one 
end  of  the  earth -works  trom  which  the}-  dro\'e  the 
bo\'s  in  graw  till  they  got  hrni  toot-hold  on  the  crest 
ot  the  ridge. 

Sher-man  kept  up  such  a  cl(^se  fire  on  the  right  Hank 
that  Bratre  had  to  turn  his  tront  that  wa\-.  1  his  ga\'e 
Grant  the  right  kind  ot  a  chance.  He  was  in  hopes 
that  just  such  a  mo\'e  would  take  })lace.  Hook-er  had 
made  haste  down  trom  the  top  ot  Look-out  but  had  had 
to  sto})  at  Chick-a-mau-ga  creek  to  build  the  bridge  the 
foe  had  burnt,  and  so  did  not  come  up  in  time  to  aid 
m  the  as-sault. 
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All  u-j)  the  ridi^v,  from  the  hasc  to  the  top,  were  lines 
()i  pits  tiill  ot  men  and  Lj,'uns.  The  troops,  as  soon  as 
the  horn  Mew,  made  a  dash  at  the  ln"st  hne  ot  the  ioe 
and  took  it  1>\'  storm;  not  a  ^un  was  hred.  I  p,  up 
they  climl).  Wild  shouts  rint;-  all  through  the  hne. 
Shot  and  shell  ram  on  them  from  the  fort  at  the  top. 
ddie\'  ha\'e  to  lie  down  and  erawl  on  their  hantls  and 
knees.  Turn  l)aek  ?  Xo  !  None  oi  the  men  who 
fought  with  Cirant  had  sueh  a  thought  in  their  minds. 
'rhe\-  must  take  what  the}'  set  out  to  wm,  or  die  on 
the  wa\". 
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Here  and  there  on  the  hcii^'hts  a  tlaLi,"  1^  ^^-'t.  So 
mueh  i;'ain.  \\  hen  Sher-i-dan  saw  these  Hag's  g'o  up  he 
knew  that  the  North  would  win. 

Bragg'  and  his  men  t ought  hard,  hut  when  the\"  saw 
these  troops  pour  in-to  the  earth-works  m  sueh  crowds, 
saw  then"!  rise  at  the  same  time  on  the  top  ot  six  hills, 
the\'  telt  as  it  their  cause  was  lost.  Hosts  ot  them 
threw  down  their  arms.  Hosts  ot  them  tied  headdong 
down  the  slope.  The  troops  threw  stones  at  them,  as 
the\'  could  not  take  the  time   to   load  theii"  guns. 

Bragg  and  his  staft'  stro\'e  to  get  their  men  m  line. 
But  all  in  \ain.  A  tew  came  hack,  hut  the\"  could 
not  he  put  to  much  use,  so  m  the  night  the\'  all  tied 
1)\'  one  ot  the  rear  roads,  and  Chat-ta-noo-ga  was  sate. 
The  troops  went  m-to  camj)  that  night  with  glad 
hearts,  and  their  cheers  were  heard  tor  miles  and 
miles.  '      >Un.    ,' ' 


Thom-as  lc)st     . 
Sher-man    . 
Hook-er 


4,000,  men. 
1,500,  men. 
loOO,  men. 
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CI  I A  IT KR    IX. 

THl'.       HAT-TLI-:       OV       '\\\V.       W  I  L- D  ]•:  k  -  X  E  SS. 

Till-:  North  was  loud  m  praise  ot  I  -l\"s-scs  S.  dranr. 
His  name  and  tame  were  known  throui^-li-out  the  hmd. 
He  was  made  Lieu-ten-ant  den-er-al,  and  had  ehar^-c 
of  500.000  men  m  tlie  lield.  Lm-cohii  \\a"()te  to  him — 
"  }\^n  have  bi-avc  iiicii,  and  a  just  cause,  and  iiuiy  dod 
o-hc  van  sf/rnof/id 

God    did    <4"i\'e    him    strength,    for   no   t)ne   man    eould 
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ha\'c    (lone    what    Cirant   did    with-oiit   the   aid   ot     llun 
who  IS  an  arm  ot  aid  to  the  weak. 

I  (hd  not  stop  to  tell  \'ou  ot  the  tight  at  Rnox-\"ille, 
whieh  Burn-side  won.  lie  dro\e  Lon^-street  out  as 
tar  as  Rus-sel-\'ille,  and  tried  his  best  to  get  hini  and 
his  men  (|ulte  out  ot  L.ast  Ten-nes-see.  lUit  the\'  went 
in  camp  tor  the  ne.xt  three  months,  as  no  more  hghts 
could   take  place  till  the  spring  ot    the  }-ear. 

On  the  ^rd  ot  March,  Grant  was  sent  tor  to  come 
to  \\  ash-ing-ton;  and  on  the  loth  he  went  hack  to  the 
h-ont.  He  had  l)een  with  the  Ar-my  ot  the  d'en-nes- 
see,  the  Ar-m\'  of  the  Mis-sis-sip-pi,  the  Ar-my  ot  the 
Cum-l)er-land,  and  now  he  was  with  new  troops  that 
made  up  the  Ar-niv  ot   the  Po-to-mac. 

Sher-man  did  not  like  tliis  change,  and  wrote  to 
Grant:  "  Don't  stav  in  Wash-mg-ton.  Come  West.  Let 
us  make  it  dead-sure.  Here  you  are  at  home;  you 
know  \-our  ground;    \-ou  know  us  and  we  know  you. 

Init  (irant  telt  that  he  ought  to  go  to  \dr-gin-i-a,  where 
the  toe  were  now  in  great  torce  with  Rol)-ert  1l.  Lee  at 
their  head.  lie  soon  had  his  plans  laid.  "On  to  Rich- 
mond!" was  the  war-cry  that  rang  through  the  North, 
and  the  hearts  ot"  men  were  hred  with  tresh  zeal.  k  resh 
troops  were  sent  to  the  tront. 
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Throui^h  Marcli  and  A-pril  Grant  was  at  Cul-|)cp-cr, 
whence  he  could  send  word  to  all  the  troops  on  land 
and  sea.  The\-  were  made  to  close  m  on  the  North, 
the  South,  the  Kast,  and  the  West,  so  that  in  case  of 
nvK:(\  the\'  could  be  Ijrought  well  uj)  to  the  tront  1)\-  a 
(juick  march. 

Lee     was     m     a 
-_  ■  ~  '  >  strong"  ])lace  on  the 

south  l)ank  ot  the 
Rap-i-dan,  with  the 
Blue  Rid^e  at  his 
left.  On  the  ri^'ht 
was  a  wil-der-ness 
ot  trees  where  were 
a  lew  roads,  much 
like — foot  -  paths 
throuo-h  a  lot  of  brush-w(^o(l  At  the  rear  were  Loni;-- 
street  and  his  troops,  some  ol    them  on  horse-hack. 

Grants  tirst  |)lan  was  to  force  or  tempt  the  toe  out  of 
their  works  to  fio-ht,  so  he  made  a  i)lun'>-e  m-to  the  \\  il- 
der-ness  on  the  4th  oi    Ala}',   1864. 

dhe  Rehs  were  at  once  up  and  m  aa'ms,  and  on  the 
wa\-  to  cut  off  Grant's  line  ot   march. 

The  hrst  shock  took  place  "twixt  \\  ar-ren"s  corps  and 


CROSS-ING    THE    RAP-I-PAN. 
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Ew-cll's  corps  on  the  Or-ans^"c  turn-pikc  near  tlic  Old  \\  il- 
clcr-ness  Inn,  where  a  herce  h^"ht  ras^'ed  niid  die  scrub- 
oaks  and  low  pmes  whose  roots  ran  on  top  ot  the  ground. 
It  was  Lee's  phui  to  crush  Cjrant  at  tlie  start. 

At  length  some  ot  Sedg-wick's  corps  came  up  to  the 
aitl  ot  \\  ar-ren's  men;  and  1  Ian-cock  came  up  on  tlie 
left  and  fought  with  1 1  ill  who  had  m  the  mean-time  made 
his  wa\'  to  Kw-ell's  right. 

Till  eight  o'clock  the 
hat -tie  raged  m  Hill's 
iront.  Night  ])rought  it 
to  an  end.  Grant  niade 
up  his  mmd  to  charge 
with  all  the  lines  h}- 
dawn  ot  the  next  (la\". 
But  the  same  plan  was 
in  Lee's  mmd,  and  at 
da\--light  on  the  5th  ot 
May  he  made  an  on-set 
on  Sedg-wick.  1  hen 
the  roll  of  the  drum,  and  the  gleam  ot  the  guns  on 
Han-cock's  tVont  told  that  the  line  was  on  the  march 
there.  A  hard  fight  took  place,  and  Han-cock's  corps 
dro\-e  back  the  corps  of  Hill   for    more  than  a  mile 
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1)\'  tills  lime  fresh  troops  liad  hrou^lit  fresh  streni^'th 
to  l)oth  sides.  Loni4-street  came  up  to  the  aid  of  IIill; 
and  lUini-^idc  to  lielp  W'ar-ren  and  lIan-cocl<.  All 
throui;h  the  da\'  it  was  a  deaddoek  li^ht,  in  which  the 
loss  was  ij^reat  on  hoth  sides.  1  he  woods  took  lire, 
and  the  kla/e  swept  close  up  to  the  hreast-works,  which 
were  of'  wood,  and  soon  a  mass  of  frames.  Red  hot 
tongues  of  fire  leaped  round  the  le^s  of  the  men  as 
the\-  fought.  The  heat  and  smoke  dro\e  some  of  Han- 
cock's men  h'om  a  point  they  had  held.  1  his  made  a 
break  in  the  line.  The  foe  rush  up  and  plant  their  flags 
on  the  breast-works,  but  do  not  stay  long.  Car-roll,  with 
Bir-ne}-'s  corps,  puts  them  to  route,  and  thus  they  fight, 
to  and  fro,  on  this  strange  held. 

Lee  knew  the  ground.  lie  was  at  home  there.  But 
it  was  new  to  Cirant  and  his  men.  The)'  did  not  know 
where  the  roads  were,  nor  to  what  place  they  led.  \  et 
in  spite  of  this  the\'  made  out  to  keep  Lee  back,  and 
dro\e  him  at  last  as  far  as  Spott-syl-\-a-ni-a.  This  was 
on  the  6th  of  Ma\-,  and  the  next  day  when  scouts  were 
sent  out  the\-  f  )und  the  gra\-  coats  a.s  thick  as  the  blue  on 
the  field  tli;it  f  )r  three  tlaxs  had  been  the  scene  of  such 
a  hard  fight.  ddiere  were  no  signs  of  life.  Some  had 
jjcen    shot   dead,  and    those   who   had   met   with  wounds 
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were  chokcil  1))'  the  ^mokc  and  Hanics  that  raided  around 
them. 

On  the  ni^ht  ot  the  7th  (jrant  and  Alead.e,  with  their 
aides-de-cani]),  took  up  then"  Ime  ot  mareh  to  Rieh-mond. 
The  troops  had  thought  the\'  would  ha\e  to  tuiai  haek 
and  eross  the  Rap-i-ckm,  and  tins  did  not  please  them, 
d  he  word  went  troni  man  toman  that  Cn'ant  had  his  face 
set  to-ward  Rieh-mond.  StiB  and  sore  as  the\' were  and 
spite  ot  their  wounds  they  made  the  Wil-der-ncss  ring- 
wit  h  eheers. 

Thev  could  not  see  the  tace  ot  their  chief.  Most  ot 
them  did  not  kno\\-  him  at  all.  I)ut  this  mo\e  g"a\'e  them 
cheer,  tor  the\'  knew  that  he  had  not  lost  hope,  and 
Would  lead  them  on  to  wm  the  prize  for  which  the\' 
fought,  and  l)ring  ])eace  to  the  land. 

So  long  and  loud  were  their  shouts  that  the  Reks,  who 
were  (juite  near,  thought  it  was  a  night  at-tack,  ;m(l  came 
out  to  the  front,  and  the  noise  of  their  guns  chimed  m 
with  the  cheers  that  I  Ian-cock's  men  ga\'e  to  Cirant. 

Spott-svl-va-ni-a  lav  twixt  the  Po  and  the  X\",  two 
small  streams  that  were  Init  three  or  four  miles  a-part.  A 
thick  growth  of  woods  was  on  their  l)anks,  and  a  stretch 
of  swampdand  in  front.  IIills  and  dales  were  all  round, 
and  at  the  south  a  ranw  of    hills,  on    the  crest  of    which 
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were  cartli-works  with  i^Tcat  trees  laid  in  front  in  such  a 
\\a\'  as  to  screen  them  trom  the  loe.  ^'ou  will  see  by 
this  m  what  a  strong-hold  Lee  and  his  troops  were,  and 
how  hard  a  task  it  woukl  he  for  Grant  to  drn-e  them 
out.  S|)ott-s\l-\a-ni-a  was  ri^ht  m  Grant's  path,  and 
it  he  i^ot  to  Rich-mond  at  all,  he  would  ha\'e  to  turn 
Lee's  lines,  or  to  hem  him   m  so  that   he  would  ha\-e  to 


i\'e  up  the  hg'ht. 


Lee  was  a  bra\'e 
man,  and  a  o-rcat  chiet. 
The  South  had  i>"reat 
laith  in  him.  He  had 
a  deep  hold  on  their 
hearts.  Should  he  tail 
them,  their  cause  would 
m  deed  l)e  lost.  1  he 
evesot  the  whole  North 
wouxn-En  I.EA^■-I^■^,  1 HF  n AT-1  T.F  OF  THE  wii.-nER-NEss    and  South  w^ere  turned 

to   this   place,   where   these   two   men   stood,    as   it   were, 
iace  to  face. 

V(^\'  ten  (lavs  Grant  souo'ht  in  \-ain  to  pierce  or  take 
Lee's  stron^■d"lold.  It  was  irom  Spott-s\l-\a-ni-a  that 
Grant  sent  this  word  that  has  won  such  fame:  "///v- 
tiosc  to  fig-fit  it  out  on  tfiis  fuic,  if  it  tdf^rs  (iff  Suiu-iuci-i' 
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Now  and  then  a  pomt  was  won,  and  thcii  lost.  Ri^-lit 
and  l(jtt  the  hi^'ht  went  on  tiU  the  woods  were  set  on  in^e, 
and  Cirant's  troops  had  to  tall  hack. 

On  the  ni^'ht  ot  the  i  ith  ot  AIa\-  the  2nd  corps  were 
l)rou^'ht  as  near  as  the\'  could  j^et  to  the  earth-works 
t]ie\'  were  to  storm,  and  at  dawn  ot  the  next  da\'  with 
cheers  and  shouts  the\'  went  up  the  stee]),  tore  down  the 
trees,  and  with  a  dash  swept  m  on  the  toe.  Here  thev 
had  a  hand-todiand  h^■ht ;  took  a  lary-e  part  ot  Ew-ell's 
corps,  and  dro\'e  the  rest  ot  them  tor  the  space  ot  halt 
a  iriile.  Here  the\'  tound  a  new  line  ot  breast -works. 
Lee  sent  a  lar^'e  torce  to  take  the  lost  s^roiind,  and  Han- 
cock's men  had  to  make  their  wa\'  l)ack  to  the  line  of 
works  thc\'  had  hrst  seized.  There  Grant's  troops  held 
their  own,  and  dav  1)\'  dav  made  snch  fierce  at-tacks 
on  Lee  that  the  L^'roimd  was  stre\\ai  with  the  dead;  some 
111  blue  and  some  m  i^raw 

"Push  on — push  hard,"  said  Grant,  who  was  bound 
not  to  let  i^'o  when  he  had  a  i^ood  ^rij).  And  push  on 
the^■  did,  with  a  o'ood  will  and  a  strong"  wall  till  Lee  had 
to  fall  back  and  lea\'e  the  held. 

Bra\'e  men  toui^ht  on  l)oth  sides  at  the  \\  il-dcr-ness  and 
at  Si)ott-svl-\'a-ni-a.  Grant  lost  i3,'')Oi  nicn,  Lee's  loss 
is  not  known,  but  is  thouij-ht  to  ha\'e  l^een  lull  as  <4reat. 


78 


OUR  IIF.RO  :—gexi:ral  r.  s.  graxt. 


CHAPTER    X. 


15  V 


T  H  ]•:       L  E  F  T-F  L  A  X  IC . 


SiiFR-i-D.w,  wlio  led  the  tro()ps  tliat  were  on  horse- 
l:)ack,  had  made  a  raid  on  Lccs  lines,  put  Stu-art  to 
fli^'ht.  and  then  made  a  dash  on  the  out-A\'orks  ot  Rieh,- 
mond.  In  the  \'ale  ot  the  Shen-an-do-ali,  Si-tj;el  had 
fouo'ht,  hut  shown  no  skill,  and  Ilun-ter  was  sent  to 
take  his  place.  On  the  line  ot  the  James,  lUitder  had 
had  a  hard  liL^'ht  with  Beau-re-^"ard,  m  which  he  met 
with  o-rcat  loss  and  had  to  dra\\'  hack  to  a  place  known 
as  Ber-mu-da  Hun-dred,  whence  he  sent  troo|)S  to 
Grant,  while    Beau-re-gard   sent   troo|)s   to    Lee. 

The  foes  next  met  at  Chick- adiom-i-n\',  a  wide 
marsh,  where  a  host  of  ho\'S  m  blue  had  tound  their 
gra\'es  when  the\'  were  m  camp  there  the  hrst  two  \-ears 
of  the  war. 

Thick  })ine  wcx^ds  and  a  dense  growth  ot  shrubs 
and  ot  dwart  trees  he(h>"e  m  the  toe.  1  he  hills  are 
not  high,  l)ut  here  antl  there  is  a  deep  gorge  which 
ser\'es  to  keep  at  l)a\'  the  l)o\'s  m  blue. 

Sharp  tights   took   |)lace  on   the   road   as  Cirant's  men 
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came  iipironi  Spott-sxl-wa-iii-a. 
1  hc\'  had  to  cross  the  Xorth 
An-na,  and  the  Pa-muivke\". 
Sher-i-dan  was  sent  to  Imd 
out  where  Lee  was.  (jre^;t;''s 
cor{)S  was  wath  hmi.  'I  he\" 
came  on  a  troop  ol  horse  and 
ot  men,  at  a  pkice  near  Me- 
chan-ics-\alle.  Here  a  shai"p 
hLi'ht  took  pkice,  and  l)oth  sides 
hekl  then'  owai.  Late  m  the  cku'  Cus-ter  came  up,  and 
with  the  aid  ol  Gregg's  corps  made  a  herce  at-tack, 
dro\-e  the  Rebs  out  ot  their  hne  of  works,  and  forced 
tliem  to  lea\'e  their  dead  on  the    fiekk 

On  the  31st  of  ALu',  Sher-i-(ku^ — of  wliose  brax'c 
deeds  I  am  sure  \'ou  will  like  to  read — had  got  as  lar 
as  Old  Cold  lIard)or,  where  he  tound  a  force  of  men 
on  horse  and  on  foot,  hack  of  l:)reast-works  of  logs  and 
rails.  He  had  a  hard  fight,  l)ut  at  last  dro\e  the  foe 
from  the  place.  But  they  soon  came  hack,  and  with 
such  a  large  force,  that  Sher-i-dan  thought  that  he  could 
not  hold  the  prize.  But  ere  he  could  mo\-e  out,  he  was 
met  l)v  word  from  Grant  to  hold  the  place  at  all  risks. 
So   he   went  to  work  to  guard   the   place  — and  to  make 


So 


oi'ii  HERO :~(n:xKR.\r.  r.  s.  graxi: 


./ 


u 


^-«^wp- J^  ^ 


*J'-*^= 


■^' 


it  as  strong"  as 
he  could — and  to 
wait  for  the  at- 
tack which  the\' 
heard  the  toe 
phin  to  make  the 
next  morn. 

At  (kiydi_o-ht 
on  the  I  st  of 
June,     the     Rel)S 

lMiKI)-I\G    THE    NORTH     AN-NA.  IH       tl'Ont      ot        Shcl'- 

i-dan  char^-e  on  the  works  he  has  won.  He  lets  them 
come  111)  n^-iit^'  close,  and  then  j^oiirs  on  them  such 
a  hre  that  the\-  fall  hack  in  m-eat  haste.  Once  more 
thev  stri\-e  to  take  the  i>lace,  but  Sher-i-dan  holds  last. 
The  Si.xth  corj^s,  which  Grant  hatl  sent  to  his  aid, 
should  ha\-e  been  at  Cold  Hard:)or  at  dav-lio'ht,  but  the 
road  was  long',  and  it  was  nine  o'clock  ere  they  came 
m  sii^'ht. 

For  four  hours  Sher-i-dan  had  kept  u|)  the  fight, 
though  the  toe  had  tar  m(^re  men  than  he  had,  and  as 
soon  as  the  Sixth  corps  came  to  help  him,  Old  Cold 
Hardior  \\'as  lost  to  Lee. 

Mean-while     Lee     kept    his    troops    on    a    line    with 
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Grant's,  and   at   each  ircsh    niox'c   on    his   ])art    met   hnn 
with  a  hcrce   In'c   ot   shot   and    shell. 

A  mile  and  a  halt  west  ot  Old  Cold  lIard)or,  on  the 
road  to  Rieh-mond,  is  a  lon^-,  low  hill  that  ends  in  a 
swam}),  at  the  south  side  near  the  Chiek-adiom-i-n\\ 
On  the  north  side  a  deej)  .!4"<>r,^'e  here  and  there  breaks 
the  slope.  The  ri^'ht  tiank  ot  Lee's  troops  was  on  the 
crest  ot  this  rid^'c.  There  was  no  need  tor  them  to 
throw  ii[)  earth-works,  (.)r  to  do  the  least  thm^'  to  make 
their  stronij'diold  sale,  d  he\'  were  shnt  m  on  all  sides, 
and  those  who  wonld  dare  to  come  near  them  would 
meet  the  full  torce  ot    their  guns. 

-     -. .,  At  halt-past  four  a.m., 

-^^:^&-$Mh^^^^^        '"^  ^'^''  -^'"^  *'^'  -'^"^^'-  ^'^^ 

^^^^X^:^''^W^Mm^'^----         line     on      the     let't  — the 

6th,    the     1 8th,    and    the 

2  11(1    corps,    set    out     to 

l)reak     Lee's    line.       Lut 

_  though  the\'  tought  hard 

nn.MB   run  )Fs   at  roi.n   hak  bor.  alt      tla\',       tlle\'        (ll(l       Uot 

make  much  head-wa\'. 

Wdien  Grant  found  that  he  could  not  get  to  Rich- 
mond b\'  this  route,  he  made  uj)  his  mmd  to  cross  the 
lames  and  lav  sieee  to  Pe-ters-1)urL>",  which   \()U  will  see 
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!)}■  the  map  IS  just  south 
ot,   and   rii^ht  on    a   line 
-    witli,    Rich-niond. 

All  the  rail-roads  that 
led  to  Rieh-mond  were 
m  the  hands  of  the  foe; 
a  laro'c  fleet  of  guivboats 
and  rams  were  in  front 
of  the  town;  and  the 
l)ed  ot  the  James  was 
full  of  strano-e  cratt  that  would  blow  up  all  boats  which 
came  uj)  the  stream.  From  Dru-ry's  Bluff  it  winds  its 
way  in  ^-reat  curx'es  to  Cit-y  Point,  where  it  is  more  than 
halt  a  mile  wide.  1  here  was  but  one  ])oint  where  Grant 
could  cross  the  James,  and  that  was  a  lon^- way  {\'<m\  Cold 
Hard)or.  Mis  tro()|)s  W(~)uld  ha\'e  to  march  more  than 
a  score  ot  miles,  and  l^e  in  fear  all  the  time,  that  the  foe 
mii;"ht  rush  out  on  them  and  sto})  their  course. 

Lee  was  on  the  watch  all  the  time,  and  the  ])ovs  ill 
1)lue  could  not  make  the  least  mo\-e  that  was  not  seen  by 
him.  But  he  was  not  (juite  so  r)()ld  as  Grant,  and  did 
not  ^"uess  what  his  plans  were. 

It  was  on  the  niLi'ht  ot  the  I2th  of  June  that  the  Ar- 
m\'  ot   the  Po-to-mac  took  up  its  line  of  march.      In  the 
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(lark  thc\'  hatl  tu  plough  their  \va\'  through  swamps,  clinil) 
the  i^reat  (h'ltt-loi^s,  and  cross  the  Chick-a-hom-i-nx'  at 
Long-  Bridge.     1  here  was  no  l)ri(lge  tliere,  so  tlie\-  had  to 

make  use  ot  the  hmbs 
of  the  trees  that  hung 
down  o'er  the  stream, 
and  m  this  wa\-  got  a 
lootdiold  on  the  south 
bank.  I  hen  a  hrido'e 
..jU^u-  of  boats  was  kud  so 
that  the  men  on  toot 
an(b)n  horsed^ack  could 
cross  with  speed,  and 
soon  the  v.hok'  loi'ce 
was  on  its  way  to  the  James  h\  the  roads  that  led  through 
\\  hite  Oak  Swamp.  A  sharp  hght  took  place  at  Rid- 
dle's shop. 

The  North  had  a  fleet  of  gund>oats  to  guard  the 
James  irom  its  mouth  to  Ber-mu-da  llun-dred,  but  Cjrant 
did  not  think  they  could  hold  the  stream.  So  on  the 
night  of  the  13th  he  sent  word  to  Butder  to  till  a  lot  ot 
boats  with  stone,  and  sink  them  so  that  no  boats  troni 
Rich-mond  could  come  down  and  seize  the  stores,  or 
check  the  march  of  the  l)o\'s  in  blue.    Butder  had  had  a  lot 
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of  boats  filled  with  stone,  as  he  thou,o;ht  there  miqht  l)e 
need  of  them,  hut  it  was  not  his  place  to  put  them  m  the 
stream  till  his  chief  told  him  to  do  so.  Wdien  the  word 
came  no  tmie  was  lost. 

Grant  sent  word  to  Lin-coln  that  his  plan  \\"as  t(")  reach 
Pe-tersdnn-;;-,  where  he  could  l)rin!4-  troops  in  ir()nt  of  the 
town  with  more  speed  than  Lee  could.  "  I  think  }-our 
])lan  a  good  one,"  Lin-coln  wrote  l^ack.  "  \  ou  are  sure 
to  win.      God  bless  xou  all." 

But  there  was  a  great  hue  and  cry  at  the  North  when 
the\'  found  out  that  Grant  was  on  the  way  to  Pe-tersduu-g 
and  not  to  Rich-mond.      Thev  did   not  know,  as  he   did, 
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that  to  crush  Lcc  was  to  crusli  the  South.  At  tins  tmic 
there  was  l^ut  a  smaH  force  ot  uien  on  ^"uard  \n  Pe-ters- 
l)iu'!4".  Beau-re-^'ard's  force  was  ui  h"ont  ot  Rer-niu-da 
Hun-drecl.  Lee  and  his  troops  were  north  ot  the  James. 
B\'  a  (juick  aiid  prom})t  at-tacl-:  Cirant  was  \n  liopes  to 
talvc  tile  town. 

One  who  was  with  hini  tells  ot  the  scene  on  the  hanks 
of  the  James  :  "  At  W'il-cox's  Land-m^-,  where  the  troops 
were  to  cross,  the  stream  \\"as  less  than  halt  a  mile  wide. 
In  the  dark  hours  of  the  nl^ht  ot  June  14th  the  l^ridge 
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oi  boats  was  built,  and  at  micbni^ht  the  men  took  up 
tlicn-  march,  with  the  i^Teat  field  ^'uns,  and  1)\'  da\-liL^ht 
the  whole  of  the  Second  corps  was  safe  on  the  south 
l)ank  of  the  stream.  It  took  all  that  da\'  for  the  Ar-mv 
of  the  Po-to-mac  to  cross  the  James.  Ihe  l)anks  were 
lined  with  tro()|)s.  On  the  i^reat  bridge  of  boats  was  a 
stream  of  men  on  foot  and  on  horsedxack — of  ^"reat  i^'uns 
on  wheels,  and  of  hu^e  carts  full  of  the  tools  of  war. 
The  L-uns  shone  ])riL!ht  in  the  li*>'ht  of  the  sun.  The 
f^ags  were  ^"a\'.  To  and  fro  went  the  aides-de-cami)  on 
horsed^ack.  On  one  side  were  the  iiimd)oats.  Down 
the  stream  a  f^eet  was  m  sii^'ht  with  more  troops  on 
hoard;  and  the  roar  of  Wil-son's  and  \\^u"-ren's  guns 
were  lieard  as  the\'  kej)t  guartl  at  the  rear." 

Ihe  troops  hax'e  to  j)ass  through  woods  where  tl'icre 
are  no  roads,  and  through  low  swampdands  where  the 
wheels  sink  dee})  m  the  mire.  Still  the\'  })ress  on,  and 
Ijy  tlayd)reak  the  head  of  the  line  comes  up  with  the 
out-guards  of  the  foe.  At  six  o'clock,  as  the\'  near  the 
Cit-_\'  Point  road,  thev  are  met  bv  a  hre  of  guns  from  a 
fort  (»n  Ba\'dor's  farm,  six  miles  from  Pe-tersdnirg.  Here 
there  was  a  sharp  fight,  Init  at  the  end  of  two  hours  the 
Rebs  were  put  to  flight,  and  b\' noon  Grant's  whole  force 


was  m  front  of  Pe-tersdjurLT. 
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I  he  men  could 
mox'c  l)ut  ;i  tew 
rods  at  a  time  ere 
the\'  came  m  rani(e 
ol  the  ,<4'uns  of  the 
foe.  1  hen  tliey 
would  ha\e  to  lie 
down  and  wait  for 
the  next  chance. 
Soon  thev  would  rise,  |)ush  on  a  few  rods,  and  then  lie 
down  once  more.  1  his  was  slow  work,  of  course,  and  it 
was  half-past  one  when  thev  came  to  the  ground  from 
which  the  first  at-tack  was  to  he  made.  Here  thev  lay 
for  h\'e  lon^'  hours,  while  the  ^'reat  i^iins  from  the  forts 
kept  uj)  their  roar  antl  sent  their  shells  ri^'ht  at  them. 
This  was  a  ^"reat  strain  on  the  ner\'es  of  the  men. 

\\' .  F.  Smith  \\as  at  the  head  of  the  hoxs  in  blue,  and 
at  the  end  of  the  fi\"e  hours  he  sent  out  more  than  half 
his  troojjs  to  char^'c  on  the  works  on  the  Cit-\'  Point 
and  Prince  Geor^'e  Courtdiouse  roads.  They  were  met 
by  a  sharp  fire,  Init  the  troops  forced  their  wa\'  in  to  the 
works  which  were  on  the  crest  of  a  dee{)  wild  s^or^'e. 
Kid-doo's  black  troops  were  the  hrst  to  ^aiii  the  hill. 
The  foe,  borne   down  m   front   and  flank,  ga\e  wa\ ,  and 
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at  dusk  Smith  had  seized  the  \\'hole  hne  oi  the  out- 
works, two  and  a  haU  miles  loni(,  with  a  lot  ot  men  and 
L>"uns.  Pe-ters-bur^"  was  m  his  li'rasp.  There  was  no 
force  'twixt  him  and  the  Ap-po-mat-t(~)X,  l^ut  a  part  of 
the  corps,  led  1)\'  Gen-er-al  Wise,  and  the  town  troops, 
made  up  ol  old  men  and  l)o\'s. 

Han-cock,  Bir-ne\',  and  Gih-lx^n  were  soon  on  their 
way  to  aid  Smith,  who  it  was  thought  would  j)ush  to  the 
front,  and  seize  Pe-ters-l)ur^-.  But  he  was  a  slow  man, 
and  did  not  like  to  take  the  risk.  He  thought  it  best  to 
wait  till  the  next  da}-. 

Grant  was  at  Cit-\-  Point  so  as  to  l^e  near  But-ler  and 
Meade,  and  it  was  near  da\'-li^"ht,  on  the  i6th,  when  he 
heard  that  Smith  was  at  a  stand-still.  He  rode  out  at 
once  to  Pe-ters-burof.      But  bv  this  time  Lee  was  on  the 
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mo\'c,  and  Bcau-rc-g-arJ  had  sent  word  to  Rich-mond 
that  he  must  ha\'c  more  troops  or  he  could  not  hold  l)oth 
Pe-tersdnu'i;- and  the  hues  in  front  ot  Butdcr.  The  prize 
that  mii^'ht  ha\'e  been  won  h\'  Smith's  corps  at  small 
cost,  \\'ould  now  l)e  hard  to  take. 

The  town  was  m  char^-e,  not  of  old  men  and  ])()\'s, 
but  ol  strono-  men,  lull  of  skill,  some  ot  whom  had  been 
to  \\  est  Point  to  learn  the  art  oi   war. 

Grant  at  once  broui^'ht  his  lorce  up  to  the  h'ont  as 
he   meant    to  storm  the   town  at  six  o'clock   that  nisj'ht. 
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Meade  was  put  m  charge  ot  all  the  troops  m  front  of 
Pe-tcrs-hui-^-.  At  the  hrst  ehari^e  I  Ian-cock  (h"ove  the 
foe  hack,  and  as  it  was  a  hne  moon-lii^ht  ni^ht  the  fi^ht 
was  kept  up.  and  the  foe  tried  hard  to  get  back  the 
ground  the\"  had  lost.      But  m  \-ain. 

For  two  (ki\s  more  the  fight  went  on.  Now  the 
Ninth  corps  \\(^w  a  strongdiold,  and  then  lost  it.  Fresh 
troops  were  sent  to  their  aid,  hut  the\-  could  not  get  hack 
what  the}'  had  lost.  Wright  did  not  think  thev  could 
hold  the  works  it  the\'  should  seize  them.  Pe-tersd^uro- 
was  still  m  the  hands  ot    Lee. 

Aleade  tried  his  best  to  urge  his  men  on.  "  Get  the 
best  line  _\-ou  can,'  he  said,  "and  make  up  }our  minds 
to  hold  it." 

At  ten  o'cl(~)ck  on  the  night  of  the  i8th.  Grant  said  to 
Meade,  "  All  has  been  done  that  could  be  done.  Now 
we  will  rest  the  men,  and  use  the  spade — till  a  new  \'ein 
can  lie   struck." 

Then  Grant  went  t(^  work  to  hem  in  Pe-tersd)urg,  as 
he  did  \  icksd)urg,  to  seize  all  the  rail-roads,  and  put  the 
town  in  a  state  of  siege.  All  this  would  take  time,  but 
the  men  were  worn  out  and  had  need  of  rest,  and  it  was 
well  to  wait. 

On   th(^   2ist  ot  June,  Lin-coln   rode  out  to  the  front 
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of  iKith  Mcadcs  and  But-lcrs  lines.  On  his  \\a\'  back 
he  had  to  j)ass  through  the  black  troops  who  had  tought 
so  well  m  the  iirst  charo-e  on  Pe-tersd^uro-.  1  h(j\'  crowd 
round    hiin   with    tears   m    their   eves.       \  he\"  ^Teet   hnn 
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with  cheers  and  cries  of  jow  He  is  their  friend.  These 
men  were  sla\'es.  He  set  them  Iree.  1  he\"  lau^'h,  thev 
crw  The\'  press  up  to  him  to  shake  or  kiss  his  hand, 
to  touch  his  clothes,  or  the  horse  on  which  he  rode.  It 
was  a  sight  to  mo\'e   strong  men. 

Lm-coln  rode  b\'  the  Idack  men  with  his  hat  ofl,  too 
full  of  tears  (not  ol  griet,  but  ot  jov)  to  trust  him-selt 
to  speak. 
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On  the  ni^ht  of  the  21st  ot  June,  the  2n<l  and  (Ah 
corps  were  in  h'ont  ot   a  lar^c  torcc  ot    tlie  toe. 

On  the  2  2  11(1,  l)n'-ne\',  wlio  liad  cliar^'e  ot  the  2n(l 
corps  was  sent  to  the  Ictt,  where  lie  could  cross  the  \\  el- 
don  road  and  tlun  ^et  round  to  tlie  Ap-po-mat-tox,  a 
stream  which  runs  noi-lli  ot  tlie  town.  W  ris^lit  was  sent 
to  the  Ictt,  not  1)\'  the  same  road  as  Bir-ncw  and  soon 
found  some  ot  the  toe  with  whom  he  had  a  sharp  li^ht. 
Bardow  had  heen  sent  to  add  strength  to  Bir-nev's  line, 
and  a  part  ot  Hill's  corps  came  m  the  <^a|)  "twixt  him 
and  Wright,  and  |)ut  his  men  to  rout.  .-Vt  the  srmie 
time  Gihd)on,  who  was  on  r)ir-ne\"'s  ri^ht,  had  a  hot 
tii^-ht  with  the  toe  who  dro\'e  his  men  hack  with  the  loss 
of  four  ot   their  o'uns. 

This  took  place  late  in  the  daw  There  was  no  ^reat 
Li'ain  to  North  or  South,  and  m  the  m^ht  Lee  tell  back 
to   Ills  works. 

On  the  20th  word  came  trom  AI)-er-cronid)ie,  who 
had  been  Ictt  at  W  hite  House,  that  a  larsje  force  of    the 
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Rcbs  had  made  an  at-tack  on  him.  (irant  told  him  to 
hold  out  at  all  risks  tor  Shcr-i-dan  was  at  hand. 

Beaii-rc-^ard  and  Lcc  were  as  keen  and  as  full  ot 
cratt  as  Grant  and  Meade.  Iroops  had  keen  sent  at 
once  to  stop  Sher-i-dan  on  the  rail-road,  and  then  to  the 
White  House,  so  that  he  could  not  cross  the  Pa-mun- 
ke\'.  Breck-en-ridi^e  and  Kardv  were  first  sent  to  Gor- 
dons-\alle,  and  then  to  L\'nchd)uro",  to  meet  and  chase 
Hun-ter,  whom  Grant  had  sent  to  West  \^r-<;"in-i-a,  and 
who  was  now  on  his  wa\'  l)ack  to  the  mam  line. 

On  tlie  2ist,  Butder  threw  a  brido-c  of  boats  a-cross 
the  James,  and  made  his  wa\'  to  Deep  Bot-tom,  ten  miles 
trom  Rieh-mond,  on  the  north  side.  This  was  (_lone  to 
i^et  a  iootdiold  on  the  north  !)ank  of  the  stream,  and  to 
put  Lee  m  doul)t  as  to  (irant's  plans.  iKi  the  same 
time  Whl-son  went  on  his  raid  to  seize  all  the  rail-roads 
he  could  la\'  hands  on,  and  the  news  came  m  that  White 
Blouse  was  sate,  lor  Sher-i-dan  was  there. 

Wdiite  House  had  l)een  the  base  where  all  the  stores 
were  kept  tor  use  in  the  Ar-m\'  ot  the  Po-to-mac. 
W  hen  Sher-i-dan  came  to  this  place  he  tound  a  note 
trom  Cirant  that  told  him  to  lea\'e  the  place,  mo\'e  the 
teams,  and  cross  the  Chick-adiom-i-n\- at    Jones's   bridire. 

On  the  24th  he  was  on  his  way. 
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To  reach  the  bridge  of  l)()ats  at  Deep  Bot-tom  where 
lie  could  cross  the  James,  he  would  have  to  march  as 
far  as  Charles  Cit-y  Courtdiouse,  and  then  by  Har-ri- 
scMi's  Land-in<;-  and  Mal-\ern  Mill,  where  the  foe  were. 
The  train  that  Sher-i-dan   had   charge  ot   was   ten   miles 

long. 

As  Tor-l)ert's  corps  went  out  on  the  Courtdiouse  road 
the\-  fell  in  with  the  foe,  who  drox'e  them  so  the}'  had  to 
cross  Her-ring  creek  on  the  road  to  \\  est-o-\-er  church. 
As  soon  as  Sher-i-dan  heard  of  this,  he  cried  "Halt!" 
and  the  whole  train  came  to  a  stand-still.  Then  he  sent 
word  to  Tor-hert  to  push  to  the  tront  and  meet  the  toe, 
while  Gregg,  who  was  on  the  right  Hank  ot  the  trains, 
and  who  had  met  the  foe  on  that  side,  was  to  hold  tast 
till  all  the  carts  could  pass  the  Court-house.  1  hen  the 
train  moved  on,  and  on  the  2  0th  ot  June  was  sate  at  the 
north  of  the  James,  and  not  a  horse  or  cart  was  lost. 
.._,  ^        .  At      St.      Ma-ry"s      church 

Gregg  had  a  hard  fight  with 
H amp-ton,  which  was  kept  up 
till  dark,  and  trom  which  he 
had  to  fall  Ixack,  though  with 
•'     no  great  loss. 

For    some    davs     the    heat 
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was  so  o-fcat  that  the  men  had  no  strciv'th  to  fit-ht. 
There  was  no  ram,  and  clouds  ot  dust  rose  thick  on  the 
au'.  The  troops  were  \n  need  ot  rest,  and  Cirant  had  a 
chance  to  look  roimd  and  work  out  the  plan  he  had 
had  \n  his  nimd  tor  some  time. 

Sher-man  was  m  the  heart  ot  Geor-o-i-a,  and  his  wants 
must  he  seen  to.  Troops  must  be  sent  to  Sher-i-dan. 
\\  il-son  mii^ht  need  help.  Hun-ter,  as  soon  as  he  coukl 
iret  out  ot  the  net  m  which  he  was  caui>'ht,  was  to  start 
tor  Chardottes-\'ille,  to  tear  u})  the  roatl    at  that    place. 

On  the  2Sth  ot  June  Meade  sent  word  to  Grant  that  a 
large  torce  ot  the  Rehs  on  horsed )ack  had  l)een  seen  to 
pass  to  the  lett  and  the  rear  on  the  W  el-don  road.  It 
was  thou^'ht  their  plan  was  to  come  m  "twixt  Sher-i-dan 
and  W  il-son.  \\  il-son  had  not  keen  heard  h'om  tor 
some  time,  and  it  was,  not  known  |ust  where  he  was. 
On  the  22  nd  ot  June  he  had  set  out  trom  Prince  George 
Court-house,  with  a  large  force  ot   men. 

Kautz  had  the  lead  and  went  at  once  to  Ream's,  where 
he  broke  up  the  road  and  the  house  that  stood  there. 
Thence  l)y  Din-wid-die  Court-house  to  the  south  side 
road.  Here  the  rear  ot  the  line  was  set  on  In'  a  troop 
ot  horse — V\  .  k.  Lees  cor|js — but  no  great  hght  took 
place. 
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Kaiitz  was  at  Tord's  l)\l()iir  j).m.,  and  here  he  seized 
cars,  hurnt  the  house,  the  tanks,  and  the  cross-ties,  and 
tore  ii|)  the  rails  tor  miles  and  miles,  while  \\  il-son  s  own 
corps  tore  up  and  hurnt  the  rails  h^om  Six-teen-mile 
Turn-out  to  Tord's. 
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C)n  the  23rd  Kautz  canie  to  the  point  where  the  Dan- 
ville and  South-side  roads  cross.  It  was  thou^-ht  the 
South  would  hii'lit  hard  to  keep  this  road,  as  it  was  worth 
a  L^reat  deal  to  them.  Kautz  soon  dro\e  hack  the  force 
that  \\as  there,  and  set  his  men  to  hum  the  house  and 
the  tanks,  and  to  tear  up  the   roads. 
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Thc\'  would  la\'  fcncc-rails  lcno'th-\\'isc  on  tlic  road  and 
set  hrc  to  them.  1  his  would  make  the  steel  rails  warp 
and  swell  and  so  spoil  the  ties  that  both  roads  were  of 
no  use. 

W  il-S(MT  came  u|)  to  aid  in  this  work,  and  at  Xot-to- 
wa\-  Courtdiouse  had  a  sharp  li,^'ht  with  \\  .  ¥.  Lee,  who 
<)-ot  m  twixt  him  and  Kautz.  W'll-son  at  last  dro\'e  back 
the  i()e  that  sou^'ht  to  sto|)  him,  and  came  up  with  Kautz 
on  the  Dan-\ille  road,  with  the  loss  ot  three-score  and 
ten  men. 

On  the  25th  the  whole  force,  with  Kautz  still  in  the 
\-an,  came  to  Ro-an-oke,  where  there  was  a  bridge  tor  the 
Dan-\'ille  rail-road  to  cross  the  Staun-ton.  The\'atonce 
set  out  to  l)urn  the  north  end  ot  the  bridge.  But  the 
Rebs  had  six  guns  on  the  south  bank,  tour  lines  ot  pits, 
and  a  small  torce  trom  Dan-\'ille. 

\\  il-son  saw  that  it  would  cost  too  much  to  take  the 
bridge.  1  he  Rebs  were  close  m  the  rear;  the  Staun-ton 
was  too  deep  to  lord;  he  had  no  l)ridge  boats;  and  so 
he  made  uj)  his  irimd  to  turn  back.  This  he  did  m  the 
night,  b\'  a  road  that  ran  south-east  h\  the  bank  ot  the 
stream,  and  less  than  halt  a  mile  trom  the  guns  of  tne 
foe.  F"or  the  next  two  davs  they  march  due  east,  and 
as   the}'  near   Sto-ny   Creek,  on  the  W  el-dor  road,  they 
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learn   tliat   I  lamp-ton  and  \Y.    F.   Lcc  arc  there  \n  wait 
lor   thcni. 

Here  a  fierce  lii;ht  takes  place  and  W  il-son's  troops 
are  put  to  rout.  Sonie  ol  theni  take  to  the  woods. 
Wil-son  re-torms  his  hues  and  nioxes  on  t*)  Ream's. 
1  he  f(K'  are  close  at  his  rear,  and  at  Sto-n\'  Creek  thev 
make  a  hard  push  to  i^^et  up  to  him.  But  thoui^h  the 
bridge  is  had,  and  the  stream  too  deep  to  lord,  and  the 
shot  lalls  thick  and  last  round  their  heads,  the\"  make  out 
to  cross,  and  with  great  haste  press  on  to  the  Not-to-wa\', 
which   thev  reach  late  at  night.      At  dawn,  on  the  30th. 
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thcv  reach  Jar-rott's  on  the  W  cl-clon  rail-\va\'.  Wil-son 
learns  that  a  torce  has  left  St()-n\'  Creek  to  stop  hnn  on 
the  Je-ru-sa-leni  road.  On  he  goes  with  haste,  and  is 
soon  at  Black-\va-ter,  where  he  finds  tlie  l)rido-e  gone,  and 
the  stream  too  deep  to  lord.  He  at  once  sets  his  men 
to  work  to  red:)uild  the  bridge,  which  is  soon  ht  to  cross. 
But  as  the  wood  has  keen  ]ust  l)iirnt  it  gi\'es  wa\'  while 
the  troops  are  on  it,  and  has  to  l)e  built  up  once  more. 
Twice  this  takes  |)lace,  and  then  the  men  cut  great  trees 
from  the  woods,  put  the  ])lanks  on  them,  and  soon  the 
troo{)s  cross  the  stream.  I  hen  the  bridge  is  Inirnt,  and 
none  too  soon,  lor  the  loe  are  close  m  the  rear,  and  when 
the\'  come  to  the  stream  the\'  find  the  bridge  gone,  and 
so  gix'e  up  the  chase. 

Whl-son,  now  that  he  was  sale,  let  his  troops  rest  lor 
a  lew  hours,  and  then  mo\-ed  to  Cab-m  Point,  on  the 
James,  where  he  went  m  camp.  On  the  2nd  ol  July 
he  was  at  Light  House  Point.  Pie  had  been  gone  on 
his  raid  ten  cku's  and  a  hall,  had  had  a  long  march  ; 
had  been  m  lour  h:u'd  fights;  and  had  torn  up  miles  and 
miles  ot  rail-roads.  At  no  place  tlitl  the  troops  rest 
more  than  six  hours,  and  m  the  last  lour  davs  did  not 
halt  for  more  than  lour  hours  at  a  time. 

Hun-ter  was  on  the  way  to  Lynchdjurg,  and  had  had 
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more  than  one  fi^lit  with  Lar-K,  who  kept  close  on  his 
track. 

On  the  ^rd  of  Ju-1\',  I)reck-en-ri(li2,"e  was  sent  out  !)}■ 
Rol)-ert  \i.  Lee  to  mai^ch  on  Mar-tins-lnn-!^'.  wliile  a  lar^-e 
force  went  to  tlie  east  to  Lee-town,  to  check  the  mo\-e 
that  Si-L:,el  would  ha\e  to  make.  As  soon  as  Breck-en- 
rid-^-e  drew  near,  Si-i^el  left  Mar-tins-lvar*;-,  met  the  wan- 
ouard  of  the  foe  at  Lee-town,  dro\e  it  back,  and  went 
at  once  to  ALa-rvdand  Heights,  the  hills  that  look  down 
on  I  Lir-pers  Per-r\". 

The  Rebs  o'^x'e  chase  on  the  4  th,  and  on  that  (la\-  the 
bovs  in  blue  left  Har-pers  b\a--n-,  burnt  the  rail-roads 
and  bridge  of  boats,  which  the\'  had  matle  use  ol  to  cross 
the  Po-to-mac  at  this  point,  and  put  all  their  strength  on 
the  Lleights.  It  was  a  strong-hold  in-deed.  The  hills 
were  high  and  steep,  and  on  the  crest  were  guns  ot  great 
size,  and  so  the  town  at  their  ieet  was  sate  Irom   the  toe. 

Ear-lv  had  to  fall  l)ack  as  far  as  She|)-herds-town, 
and  cross  the  stream  at  that  point,  and  as  he  lound  he 
could  not  mc\-e  Si-gel,  he  took  his  march  through  the 
gaps  in  the  hills  north  of  the  Heights,  and  made  his 
stand  at  bd-ed-er-ick,  on  the  Abm-o-ca-cy.  b^'rom  this 
place  he  sent  troops  to  tear  uj)  the  rail-road  'twixt  Bal-ti- 
more  antl  Wash-ing-ton. 
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This  l)r)l(l  act  set  the  whole  North  on  fire.  It  was 
meant  to  scare  them,  antl  to  make  Cjrant  let  l;()  his  hold. 
Kar-1\'  went  as  far  as  Rock-\'ille  creek,  but  Grant  soon 
had  troojjs  from  east  and  west  on  his  })ath,  and  they 
tlroxe  him  hack  as  tar  as  Strasd)urL;-.  Grant  lelt  that 
these  raitls  in  Ma-rx'dand  must  be  put  a  stop  to  at  once, 
and  as  Wright  could  not  keej)  u})  with  Eardy  or  do  him 
harm,  he  sent  f  )r  him  and  the  Sixth  corps  to  come  back 
as   soon   as   the\-  could   to   the   lines   in   tront  ot    Pe-ters- 
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But  Hun-ter  had  sent  word  to  Lin-coln  that  if  he  was 
to  hold  the  rail-road  and  keep  back  Hard}'  he  must  ha\-e 
Wright  to  helj)  him.  This  word  was  sent  to  Grant,  and 
thouixh  it  would  thwart  his  plans,  he  sent  word  l)ack  that 
it  would  suit  him  best  to  ha\'e  a  smash  up  ot  the  roads 
round  Gor-dons-\'ille  and  Ghardottes-\'ille.  "  It  \\  right 
and  Hun-ter  can  do  this  job,  let  them  do  it." 

One  mile  from  Pe-ters-buro',  in  a  straight  line,  was  a 
deep  gorge,  which  some  ot  the  troops  near  there  thought 
would  be  a  good  place  to  start  a  mine  to  blow  up  the 
town.  So  thev  went  to  work  with  spade  and  pick,  all 
the  tools  thev  had,  and  by  the  last  of  Ju-l}'  the  mine  was 
dug  and  the  charge  was  laid. 

At  half-past  three  on  the  morn  of  the  30th,  Burn-side 
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was  to  sprino-  the  mine,  mox-e  his  hnes  with  speed  up 
throiioh  the  l^reaeh,  seize  the  crest  ot  the  hill  in  the  rear, 
and  make  a  stronj^-hold  ot  that  place.  Ord  was  to  come 
up  on  his  riL^ht,  \\  ar-ren  on  his  left,  and  all  the  i)lans 
were  laid  so  that  it  would  turn  out  well.  Aleade  was  m 
charge  ot  all  the  troops. 

As  the  hour  drew  near  Burn-sule  said  that  as  the 
white  troops  were  m  need  ot  rest,  the  black  troops 
ouLi'ht  to  take  the  lead  m  the  joass.  The\'  were  tresh, 
and  had  done  no  work  m  the  mine,  while  some  ot   the 
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whitc    men    were   (.juitc   worn   out.      Mcaclc  did   not  like 
this  plan.      1  he   hhick   troops   had   done  well  when   put 

on  t^aiard,  Init  the\- 
'   V,      -       ^       '"'■  did  not  know  how 

to  hi^'ht.  It  \\-as  a 
new  thmo-  to  them, 
hut  the\'  did  the 
best  the\'  could. 
Burn-side  thought 
his  wa\'  was  the 
rig"ht  one,  and  so 
lots  were  drawn 
to  see  which  ot  the 
three — Burn-side,  \\  ar-ren,  or  Led-lie — should  take  the 
lead.  The  lot  tell  on  Led-lie,  who  was  at  the  head  ot 
the  l:)lack  troo|)s. 

On  the  night  of  the  30th  ot  Jul\'  the  match  was  lit, 
Init  the  mine  was  not  sprung".  \  here  was  sonie  thing 
wrong.  Two  brax'e  men.  Lieu-ten-ant  Doug"h-t\'  and 
Ser-geant  [sai'-jcuf)  Rees,  ot  the  48th  Penn-s}-l-\-a-ni-a, 
went  in  the  mine,  and  found  the  tuse  had  l)urnt  out. 
L  took  them  an  hour  to  tix  it.  Then  they  lit  the  match, 
got    out    safe,    and     soon    there    was    a    shock    like    an 
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earth-quake,  and  up  in  the  air  went  guns,  men,  and  h 
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l)]()cks  ot  cla\\  and  wiicn  the  smoke  and  dust  went  off 
there  wa.s  a  L^reat  chasm  m  the  phice  where  the  Rel^s 
had  had  then"  tort. 


J;r.^'-r-'^]f/x 


EX-PLO-SIOX    OF    MINE     AT    PE-TI- KS-ELRG. 


Leddie  did  not  mo\'e  his  troops  up  as  he  should  lia\'e 
done,  and  Aleade  sent  word  to  Burn-side  to  push  his 
troops  to  tile  crest  ot   the  h.ill.      But  there  was  a  snarl  ol 
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some  sort  — and  this 
ga\c  the  Rcl^s  tmie 
to  ^"ct  on  then"  tect. 
Alean-whilc  Alcade 
was  \\\  a  state  ol 
fear  lest  this  chance 
should  he  lost,  and  at 
SIX  o'clock  he  sent 
this  word  to  Burn- 
side  :  "  There  is  no 
line  in  the  rear  of 
the  Rebs.  None  of 
their  troops  ha\'e  come  hack  from  the  James.  Our 
chance  is  now.  Push  \()ur  men  to  the  front  at  all 
risks  —  white  and  black.  Lose  no  time,  but  rush  for 
the   crest." 

The  black  troops  went  up  the  slope  as  bold  as  could 
be,  and  tried  to  take  the  hill.  But  the  hre  from  the 
Rebs  l)rokc  u{)  their  ranks,  and  the\'  fled  m  wild  haste 
to  the  rear.  Not  a  lew  ol  the  white  troops  went  with 
them  in  their  flig'ht,  but  the  rest  tried  to  hght  their  way 
through  the  pass. 

But  the  Rebs  had  brought  up  troops  on  all  sides,and 
from  the  crest   in  Iront,  and   from   the  chasms  and   lines 
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on  tlic  tlanks  tlic\'  sent  a  storm  ot  shot  and  shell  in-to 
the  hole.  At  last  drant  rode  out  to  the  tront,  ^ot  ott  his 
horse,  and  though  shot  and  shell  went  1)\'  hun,  made 
his  \\"a\'  to  where  Rurn-side  stood.  He  saw  that  there 
was  no  chanee  tor  the  \  anks.  Idle  Rehs  had  it  all  their 
own  wa\',  and  it  was  no  use  to  waste  more  li\"es.  So  the 
troops  were  drawn  h'om  the  mine,  and  the  work  that 
was  done  there  had  l)een  all  m  \"ain.  It  was  a  o-rcat 
blow  to  Grant,  Init  he  did  not  lose  heart  or  hope. 

On  the  yth  ot  Au-L^ust,  Cirant  put  Sher-i-dan  m  charo-e 
ot  all  the  troo})s  that  were  m  \\  ash-mg-ton.  He  would 
make  warm  work  tor  Kardw  and  tease  him  to  death. 

Phil.  Sher-i-dan  at  this  time  was  not  cpute  two-score. 
He  was  short  and  thick-set,  hatl  a  larg'e  head,  and  \\'ore 
his  hair  cut  close.  His  tace  was  red,  and  his  eyes  black. 
Though  tond  ot  tun,  he  could  look  stern  when  there  was 
need,  and  was  a  man  to  lo\-e,  to  tear,  and  to  trust.  His 
plans  were  all  well-laid.  He  knew  what  risks  he  took, 
and  when  it  was  wise  not  to  take  them.  He  would  dash 
here  and  there  through  the  tight  v\  ith  his  sword  drawn, 
and  wath  an  air  that  (>'a\'e  cheer  and  streno-th  to  his  men. 
It  might  he  said  that  he  fnit  lite  in  them;  tor  it  is  told 
that  when  one  ot  his  men  was  shot  m  the  tight  at  bn'c 
borks,   Sher-i-tlan    cried    out    "  1  here's    no   harii"'    done,' 
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and   the  man  went  on  with  a  hah  in  his  hram  tih  he  teh 
dead  on  the  tield. 

1  he  time  had  eoine  tor  a  Li'rand  mo\'e  on  three  points. 
1  he  hnes  were  to  be  ch'awn  m  so  as  to  crush  the  loe. 
On  the  loth  ot  Au-^aist,  Sher-i-dan  set  out  to  meet 
Eard\",  and  (Irox'e  liim  hack  as  tar  as  Strasd)iirL;".  Sher- 
i-dan  went  m  camp  on  the  heights  north  ot  the  town,  on 
Ce-(hir  creek.  At  this  j^omt  he  i^^ot  word  from  Grant 
that  a  kirtje  force  had  m)ne  from  Rich-mond  to  Kardv, 
and  that  he  wouKl  ha\'e  to  watch  each  mo\'e  that  was 
made,  and  gix'e  chase  at  once  it  Eard\'  should  turn  to 
tile  north.  He  was  to  do  all  the  luumi  that  he  could  to 
cr(){)S  and  to  rail-roads,  to  seize  all  the  li\'e-stock,  and 
lea\e  no  \\heat  or  ha\'  for  the  Rehs  to  use.  This  had 
to  he  done  so  that  the  foe  would  not  make  raids  on  the 
free  States.  The  tree  States  were  those  where  no  slax'es 
were  kept. 

On  the  ni^-ht  of  the  15th  of  Sep-temdx'r,  Shcr-i-dan 
found  out  that  a  part  of  Eardv's  force,  led  h\"  An-der- 
son,  was  on  the  mo\-e  throuy'h  W  m-ches-ter,  on  the  wav 
to  Lront  Ro\'-al.  Sher-i-dan  hail  a  mmd  to  meet  them 
at  Xew-town,  m  the  rear  of  W  m-ches-ter,  ])ut  thouo-ht 
It  best  to  wait  till  he  could  ha\'e  a  talk  with  Grant.  On 
the    17th,    Ear-lv  went  to    ALar-tins-buro"  with   some   of 
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his  nirn,  to  tcai'  up  thr  rail-i'oad,  and  Irlt  the  rest  ot  liis 
lorce  111  h"()nt  ot  \\  in-clies-ter.  So  Sher-i-dan  made  a 
chaiiLi'e  in  his  plans  and  left  Ber-r\"-\  ille,  where  he  had 
been  tor  some  da\s.  At  Mar-tmsd )ur«j,',  Kard\'  found 
out  that  Grant  had  f)een  with  Sher-i-dan,  and  as  he 
thou'>lit  some  Li'reat  mox'e  was  to  l)e  made  m  front  of 
Pe-tersdnir^\  he  at  once  came  l:)ack.  At  da\'diL;ht  on 
the  19th  there  was  one  corps  of  the  Rehs  m  front  of 
Sher-i-(,lan  ;  one  fixe  miles  to  the  north;  and  one  (juite 
close  at  hand;   and  he  must  fiii'ht  them  all. 

The  at-tack  was  made  in  fine  stxle.  The  boys  in  i^ra}' 
dr(we  hack  the  l)o\s  in  hlue.  Then  the}'  in  turn  had 
to  i;-i\'e  wa\'.  Sher-i-dan  sent  Crook  to  hnd  out  the  left 
of^  the  line  of^  the  Keks,  and  to  strike  it  in  flank  or  rear, 
and  to  break  it  uj),  while  he  made  a  left  half-wheel  on 
the  main  line  to  aid  them.  Crook  went  u])  \\ith  a  dash, 
and  droxe  the  Rehs  from  their  place.  \\  il-son  made  a 
push  to  the  left  to  ^'ain  the  retails  that  led  south  from 
W'in-ches-ter,  while  d^)r-l)ert  made  a  charge  in  front  with 
the  troops  that  were  left. 

The  fear  that  the\'  lui^ht  he  shut  in  on  all  sides  broke 
up  the  lines  of  the  foe,  whom  Sher-i-dan  sent  with  a 
whirl  through  Wdn-ches-ter.  In  the  night,  Eardy  fell 
Ixack  as  far  as  New-town,  and  next  da\'  to  ldsh-er"s  lIiU, 
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four  miles   south  of  Stras-burg,  with   Sher-i-dan   in    lull 
chase. 

In  this  fight  l)()th  Sher-i-dan  and  Ear-lv  lost  4,500  men. 

At  Fish-ers  Hill  the  Rebs  had  put  up  breast-works 
the  whole  length  of  the  low-land,  here  three  miles  and  a 
halt  wide.  On  the  night  of  Sep-tem-ber  20th  Sher-i- 
dan  took  his  stand  on  the  heights  ot  Stras-lnirg.  Crook 
la\'  hid  m  the  dense  woods.  Tor-bert  was  sent  to  the 
lelt  to  stop  the  Rebs  at  Xew-mar-ket,  a  score  ot  miles 
back  ot    Ear-lv. 

Ere  dav-light  on  the  22nd  the  fight  took  place.  The 
6th  and  19th  corps  came  up  m  tront,  while  Rick-etts 
corps  and  Ax'-er-iH's  trooj)  ot  horse-men  came  u|)  with  a 
great  show  on  the  lett.  Just  as  the  Rebs  had  got  to  work, 
and  the  fire  ot  the  guns  was  fierce  on  both  sides.  Crook 
burst  trom  the  woods  on  the  hill-side,  struck  the  Rebs  in 
Hank  and  rear,  and  swept  down  back  ot  their  breast- 
works. Shcr-i-(lan"s  mam  line  then  took  part  m  the 
hght,  seized  the  works  and  ]>ut  the  toe  to  rout.  It  was 
dark  ere  the  fight  came  to  an  end,  but  the  Rel)s  kept  u| 
their  fiii^-ht  through  Wood-stock,  and  as  tar  as  a  u'ore 
m  the  Blue  Ridge. 

Sher-i-dan  ga\'e  chase  all  through  the  night,  Init  made 
a  halt  at  W  ood-stock  to  rest  and  teed  his  men. 
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On  the  23  rd  lie  drox'c  the  loc  to  Mount  Jack-son,  and 
on  the  24th  to  a  pomt  six  miles  trom  Xew-mar-ket. 
1  lad  Tor-hert  l)een  there  to  check  the  Hi^-ht  ot  the  Rebs, 
the  whole  ot  P.ardx's  torce  would  hax'e  met  its  doom. 
But  Tord)ert  had  had  hard  work  to  ''et  through  a  crorore, 
and  tear  lent  wm^s  to  the  teet  ol  those  who  fled  for 
their  ll\es.  On  the  25th,  Kard_\'  tell  hack  as  tar  as 
Brown's  Gap,  and  lett  the  \'ale  ol  \  ir-i^m-i-a  m  Sher-i- 
dan's  hands. 
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CHAPTER    XII. 

Tin:       MARCH       TO       T  H  F.       SEA. 

Sh]:r-i-dan's  good  luck  <4'a\'c  ii"rcat  i()\'  to  Grant,  as 
well  as  to  tlic  whole  Xorth.  drant  \\\as  (juick  to  praise 
hmi  and  to  thank  hnii  tor  \\hat  he  had  done,  and  it  was 
this  trait  ol  the  great  chiefs  that  made  his  men  so  tond 
ol  him. 

Now  we  will  lea\'e  the  Ar-m\'  on  the  James  lor  a 
while,  and  take  a  look  at  Sher-man,  who  was  at  the  head 
ol  the  Ar-m\'  ol  the  Ten-nes-see.  He  had  a  great 
scheme  m  his  mmd.  Hood  was  Lees  righr  hand  man 
at  this  j)oint. 

Sher-man  had  to  guard  a  long  line  ol  rail-road,  from 
Xash-\'ille  to  At-lan-ta,  and  the  need  ol  troo|)S  there  took 
from   the   strength   ol   his   lorce. 

At  this  time,  to  cheer  the  hearts  of  the  Rehs,  Jeff. 
Da-\"is  came  from  Rich-mond  to  the  camp  ol  Hood,  and 
all  on  the  road,  to  tell  them  ol  new  plans  that  had  been 
made  which  were  sure  to  crush  the  Xorth. 

'"  Be  of  o-ood  cheer,"  he  said,  "tor  m  a  short  time  \ou 
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will  turn  home-ward,  and  xour  lect  will  press  the  soil 
of  Ten-nes-see. '  The  new  plans  were  put  m  print,  and 
so  Sher-man  knew,  ot  eourse,  ]ust  what  to  do. 

On  the  2cjth  ot  Sep-ten"i-l)er,  Hood  and  his  troops 
cross  the  Chat-tadioo-chee,  and  on  this  day  Grant  made 
a  mo\'e  in  Iront  ot  Rich-mond  so  that  Lee  would  not 
keep  too  close  a  watch  on  Sher-man.  Sher-man  l^twc 
chase  to  Hood,  who  he  knew  was  on  the  wa}'  to  Al-la- 
too-na,  where  the  lood  was  stored  to  teed  the  hovs  in 
l)lue.  This  would  l)e  a  i^-reat  |)rize.  F'rom  hill-top  to 
hill-top  liags  were  sent  that  would  tell  Corse,  who  was 

,...,  at    Rome,    to    haste    at    once    to 

Al-la-too-na.  Sher-man  did  not 
reach  Ken-e-saw  till  the  5th  ot 
Oc-to-lx'r,  and  1)\'  this  time  the 
Rel)s  had  struck  the  rail-road, 
and  the  whole  line  at  his  teet 
for  miles  and  miles  ]:)ore  marks 
of  the  hres.  He  could  see  the  smoke  ot  the  ho-ht,  and 
hear  the  roar  of  the  hii;"  ,^'uns  a  score  ot    miles  a-wa}-. 

He  at  once  told  the  23rd  cor})S  to  march  due  west,  to 
l)urn  hush  or  to  set  a  house  on  fire  to  mark  the  head  oi 
the  line,  and  come  in  "twixt  Hood  and  the  Rehs  in  torce 
at  Al-la-too-na. 
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Not  a  wort!  since  da} -light  had  l)ccn  heard  from  Gen- 
er-al  Corse  ;  l^ut  as  Sher-man  stood  on  Ken-e-sa\v  Mount 
he  caught  sight  through  a  gap,  of  the    tell-tale  flag,  on 

which  was  C.  R.  S.  E. 
H.  E.  R.  He  made 
sense  out  ot  it  at  once. 
"Corse  IS  here."  This 
was  the  lirst  that  Sher- 
man knew  that  Corse 
had  got  the  word  Irom 
him,  and  he  had  less  fear 
for  Al-la-too-na.  Bv 
two  o'clock  in  the  day 
the  smoke  grew  less 
and  less,  and  at  lour  the 
fight  came  to  an  end.  The  tell-tale  flag  let  Sher-man 
know  that  Hood  was  sent  l)ack,  and  that  Corse  had  a 
bad  wound. 

He  was   "short  a  cheek  bone  and   an   ear,     but  still 
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full  of  fight. 

On  the  loth  of  Oc-to-ber  Hood  was  at  Rome,  and 
Sher-man's  whole  lorce  gave  chase  as  lar  as  Kmgs-ton. 
W  hen  the\'  came  t(^  the  place  thev  f  )un(l  that  Hood  had 
fled.      On  the  12  th  the   Rebs  were  at  Re-sa-ca.      Hood 
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hade  tliosc  on  Li'uard  there  gi\e  up  the  post,  or  they 
would  take  it  1)\'  storm. 

"li  \'oii  want  It,  eonie  and  take  it,'  was  the  word  sent 
l)ack. 

This  Hood  (hd  not  do,  1)ut  ke|)t  on  his  march  to  the 
north  and  tore  up  all  the  rail-ways  on  his  route. 

For  the  hrst  eig'ht  da\'S  ot  Oc-tod^er  Sher-man  had 
sent  no  word  to  Cirant,  l)ut  on  the  ninth  he  matle  known 
to  him  his  plan  to  march  to  the  sea-coast.  "I  can  make 
the  march,"   he  wrote,    "and  make  Geor-gi-a  howl." 

Grant  at  hrst  did  not  like  to  hax'e  Sher-man  turn  his 
hack  on  the  toe.  He  thoug'ht  it  mig'ht  l^e  best  to  tight 
Hood,  and  then  set  out  on  the  march.  Sher-man  was 
sure  that  Hood  would  chase  him.  Grant  was  as  sure 
that  thiC  Rel)S  would  go  north.  Grant  had  no  force  to 
send  to  meet  him  at  Sa-\'an-nah.  Still  Sher-man  hatl  a 
mmd  to  n"io\'e  to  the  sea.      It  was  a  hold  scheme. 

It  was  not  till  the  15th  ot  Xo-\-em-l)er  that  Sher-man 
set  (Jut  on  his  great  march  to  the  sea-coast.  His  troops 
were  made  up  ot  tour  corps.  Gen-er-al  How-ard  had 
charge  ot  the  right  wmg.  Gen-er-al  Slo-cum  ot  the  lett. 
How-ard  with  the  horse-men  went  to  the  south-east, 
while  Slo-cum  led  oft  to  the  east,  h\  \\":\\  ot  De-ca-tur 
and  Mad-i-son.      AIil-ledg"e-\"ille  was  the  point  the\'  were 
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to  strike,  and  it  \\'()iil(l  take  them  a  week  to  reach  tliat 
|)lace. 

The\"  took  no  tents.  1  he\"  made  their  l)eds  ol  ])ine 
bouo-hs.  Thev  ted  oft  the  kmck  and  the  farms  on  their 
route,  and  at  nii;ht  the  skv  was  red  w  ith  the  hres  the\'  ht 
to  l)urn  the  rail-road  ties.  1  hev  woukl  march  from  ten 
to  a  score  ot  miles  each  daw  The  troops  were  kept  m 
good  health,  and  the  li\-e-stock  were  well  fed,  and  the 
deeds  that  we  would  call  crimes  m  times  ol  |)eace,  were 
not  thouo'ht  to  be  such  m  war  times. 

The  Rcl)s  thought  that  Sher-man  meant  to  march  on 
Au-o-us-ta,  or  Ma-con,  and  at  once  went  to  work  to  add 
to  the  strength  ol  each  place,  and  to  guard  well  the 
stores  there. 

On  the  22  nd  the  right  and  lelt  wing  met  the  mam  line 
at  Mil-ledge-\ille.  The  chief  men  of  the  State,  those 
who  made  the  laws,  fled  from  the  place  ;  but  the  towns- 
folks  staid  m  their  homes.  The  Rebs  came  out  of 
Ma-con,  but  the  bovs  m  blue  dro\'e  them  back  and  kept 
on  to  the  O-co-nee,  where  once  more  they  fell  in  with 
the  foe,  who  tried  to  dri\-e  them  back  in  turn.  But  a 
brido-e  of  boats  is  soon  laid,  and  the  risjfht  wino-  cross  the 
stream,  and  are  safe  from  harm  for  a  while. 

The  march  was  laid  out  for  each  da\- ;    each  wm^i  was 
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told  which  route  to  take,  and  wlicrc  thc\'  were  to  camp 
at  noon  and  at  nii^ht,  and  (_)n  thc\'  went  with  hrave 
hearts  to  the  ^'oal  the\'  sought  to  \\\w.  As  the\'  came 
near  San-ders-\ille  the  Rehs  set  hre  to  tlie  stacks  of 
gram  that  stood  m  the  fields.  Sher-man  at  once  made 
it  known  to  those  who  dwek  m  and  near  that  pkice,  that 
it  the\'  burnt  food  or  ha\'  on  his  route  he  would  make 
a  clean  sweep  of  the  whole  land.  Fhis  put  a  stop  to  the 
waste,  and  the  troo})s  went  on,  tore  up  the  rail-roads,  and 
lix'ed  on  the  lat  ot  the  land. 

'1  he\'  did  not  fare  so  well  as  the\-  drew  near  the  coast, 
where  the  ground  was  bare,  and  the  soil  poor.  But 
though  corn  and  o-rass  were  scarce,  there  were  rice  fields 
close  at  hand,  and  on  this  g'ram  both  men  and  beasts 
were  ted. 

Bv  the  8th  of  De-cemd^er  the  wan  reach  Pooder's  sta- 
tion, eig-ht  miles  from  Sa-\an-nah.  Sher-man  rode  forth 
to  sp\'  out  the  land,  and  soon  came  to  a  dense  wood. 
He  got  oft  his  horse,  and  found  a  space  through  which 
he  could  see  the  out-works  of  Sa-\'an-nah,  at  least  halt  a 
mile  a-wav.  Here  was  a  wide  ditch,  there  a  swamp  or 
a  creek.  The  whole  land  round  Sa-wan-nah  was  a  great 
salt  marsh — hard  to  cross — and  the  out-works  were  so 
strono-  that  Sher-man  felt  that  a  sie^e  was  close  at  hand. 


OUR  HERO  .-—GEXERM.    U.    S.    (iRAXT. 


The  fleet.  With  the  Stars  and  Stripes  at  mast-head,  lay 
in  r\'-bee.  Os-sri-baw,  and  \\  as-sa\v  sounds.  lie  must 
let  them  know  where  he  was,  so  that  thev  could  aid  him 
m  this  strait.  In  the  mean-time  he  shut  m  the  town  on 
the  north  and  west — Slo-cum  on  the  left,  and  Ilow-ard 
on  the  n<i'ht — so  that  no  stores  could  reach  Sa-\'an-nah 
bv  these  routes.. 

On  the  13th  ot  De-cemd)er,  Sher-man  sent  out  a  cor])s 
of  men  m  charge  ol  Brig-a-dier  Gen-er-al  lla-zen.  d  hev 
were  to  march  down  the  west  bank  ot  the  O-g'ee-chee, 
and   take   Tort   McAldis-ter  bv  storm.      It  was  a  strouQ- 

tort,  and  m  it  was 
a  large  force  of 
men  and  guns — 
great  guns  that 
could  send  huge 
balls,  and  fire  at  a 
long  range. 
Ha-zen  put  some 
of  his  men  where  thev  could  see  and  yet  not  l>e  seen. 
The  trunks  ol  trees  hid  them,  and  the\'  could  })ick  off 
the  men  at  the  guns  in  the  iort  it  they  dared  to  show 
their  heads.  The  rest  of  the  troops  went  up  the  hill  in 
three   lines,  and  met  at  the  same  time  on  the  wall  at  the 
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t()|),  and  (Irow  the  Rcl)s  to  the  l)()ml)-|)r()()fs,  wlicrc  a  ! 
haiid-to-hand  li^lu  took  place.  This  ^\•as  kept  up  till  j 
the  last  Rel)  ,^"a\"e  \va\-,  and  Tort  McAldis-ter  was  won.  j 
Tor  two  da\'s  Sher-man's  troops  had  keen  on  the  | 
look-out,  ti'oin  trees  and  hill-tops,  tor  some  sii^n  of  the  ' 
fleet.  knit  not  a  fla^'  was  to  ke  seen.  At  last  Sher-man, 
who  ke})t  a  watch  on  each  mox'e  that  Ila-zen  made,  saw  \ 
a  loHLT  wa\-  otk  where  the  sk\'  l)ent  down  to  the  sea,  ' 
some-thino-  that  was  like  the  smoke-pipe  of  a  steam-ship. 
It  comes  fasti      It  draws  near!      A  flag  goes  up — and  ■ 


all  <>"oes  well 


As  soon  as  the  Stars  and  Stripes  were  seen  on  the 
wall,  Sher-man  went  to  the  fort,  found  a  shift'  near  at 
hand,  and  w  ith  a  crew  of  men  who  laid  down  their  guns 
to  take  up  the  oars,  was  soon  on  his  wa\'  tlown  the 
stream.  Night  had  set  in,  hut  six  miles  from  the  fort 
he  saw  a  light.  It  was  the  ship  that  led  the  fleet,  and 
Sher-man  was  soon  on  hoard. 

It  was  just  one  month  since  he  had  left  At-lan-ta. 
The  march  to  the  sea  was  made,  antl  the  whole  land 
rang  with  shouts  and  cheers.  The  end  drew  near. 
Thom-as  had  whipj)ed  Iloock  and  the  names  of  Sher- 
man and  Thom-as  were  in  all  men's  mouths. 
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CHAPTER     XIII, 


THE       FIGHT       AT       CE-DAR       C  R  E  ]■:  K . 

Now  wc  must  L^"()  back  to  sec  what  has  lu'cn  done  h\ 
the  Ar-my  on  the  James.  Ere  the  dawn  ot^  da\-  on  the 
29th  ol    Sep-temd)er    Butdcr   made   a   mo\-e   from    Deep 

Bot-tom,  ^^■hlch  was 
l)iit  ten  miles  Irom 
Rich-mond.  Orel  led 
the  iSth  C()r})S  1)\'  the 
A  a-n-na  road.  Bu"- 
,  ne\'  the  loth  corps, 
bv  the  Xew-mard^et 
nxad.  Kautz,  with  the 
men  on  horsed  )ack, 
took  the  Dard)\-town 
road,  on  the  ni^ht  of 
the  troops  on  toot. 
Thev  took  Eort  Har- 
n-son  by  storm.  Ord,  who  led  the  charye,  was  shot  in 
the  le^"  and  had  to  lca\'e  the  field.  Bir-ne\'  dro\'e  back 
the  loe  on  the  Xew-mard-:et  road.      Lee  tried  to  make  up 
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his  loss,  l)ut  in  \-;iin.  L^rcsh  i^Tound  was  won  1)\-  the 
l)()\"s  m  l)lik',  and  hoth  1  V't-crs-l)ur<;'  and  Rich-niond 
would  soon   ha\c  to  tall. 

Grant  rode  out  to  the  front  of  Butder's  hues,  and  then 
made  his  wa\-  to  I'ort  Ilar-ri-son.  dhere  he  had  to  oet 
oft  his  horse  to  cross  the  ditch,  and  was  soon  m-side  the 
works.       1  he  i^round  was  strewn   with  Mood  and  shells. 

_  Dead  men  were  all 
round.  Shells  were 
throw  n  from  the  forts 
near,  that  hurst  in- 
side the  walls.  Grant 
stood  u|)  on  the  l)ank 
— the  place  where  the 
men  stand  to  hre  the 
])i^"  i;uns  —  and  had 
a  good  \icw  of  the 
out-works  and  out- 
guards  at  Rich-mond. 
dh rough  the  smoke 
the  whole  line  could 
he  seen  for  miles,  and 
he  at  once  made  up 
his  mmd  to  push  both 
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wmo's  of  But-lcr's  corps  to 
the  fi'ont.  He  sat  down  to 
\vi-ite  tile  note.  W  hile  he 
wrote  a  sliell  hurst  in  the  air 
riL(ht  oer  his  hea(L  ()uick 
as  a  Hash  the  men  near  hiin 
bent  their  heads  S(^  they 
would  not  he  hit.  Grant 
(hd  not  look  up;  has  hand 
did  not  sliake;  hut  he  went 
on  and  wrote  his  note,  and 
was  as  calm  as  it  he  had 
been   in  camp. 

lUit  1  set  out  to  tell  \'ou 
more  ot  Sher-i-dan,  whom 
we  left  m  \^ir-oin-i-a.  On  the  13th  of  Oc-todxT  he  was 
sent  ior  to  come  to  W  ash-ing-ton,  that  the  chiefs  there 
mioht  ha\'e  a  talk  with  him.  He  set  out  on  the  f5th 
and  the  whole  force  ot  horse-men  with  him  as  far  as 
Front  Roy-al.  Ihere,  on  ]\Ion-da\',  the  i6th,  he  was 
met  1)\'  word  from  Wddght,  who  had  l)een  left  at  Ce-dar 
Creek,  that  a  note  had  been  seized  on  its  wa\'  to  Eardy, 
which  read  thus:  "Move  as  soon  as  my  troo})s  join 
you,  and  we  will  crush  Sher-i-dan.      —   Loxg-strep:t." 
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Both  drant  and  Sher-i-dan  had  ihoiii^ht  that  Lono-- 
strcct  was  at  Rich-mond,  and  that  the  Rcl)S  liad  no 
force  hut  r.ardx's  m  that  ])art  of  \  ir-^in-i-a. 

Shci'-i-dan  sent  word  to  \\  n^'ht  tliat  the  horse-men 
wouhl  all  he  sent  hack  to  hmi,  and  that  he  nuist  do  all 
lie  eould  to  add  to  his  strength.  "Close  m  on  Gen-er-al 
Pow-ell.  who  will  he  at  this  ])oint.  Look  well  to  \()ur 
ground,  and  I  know  \()U  will  win."  He  then  went  on 
to  W  ash-m^-ton. 

Ce-darCreek  \\'inds  its  wa\"  to  the  North  hOrk  ot  the 
Shen-an-do-ah,  two  miles  east  ol  StrasdnirLi".  1  he  l)o\'S 
m  blue  were  m  a  stron;^"  place  on  the  east  hank  ot  the 
creek  ant!  north  ot  the  l^ork.  1  he  l)o\'s  m  !^"ra\'  were 
at  Fish-er's  llill,  ti\e  miles  oti.  Pow-ell  was  at  the 
|)()int  where  the  S(')uth  h^ork  joins  with  the  Shen-an-do- 
ah,  more  than  six  miles  trom  the  lett  ot   \\  right's  corps. 

Ear-K'  had  a  look-out  on  Mas-a-nut-ten  mount,  trom 
which  he  could  see  the  camps  ot  all  the  ])o\'s  m  hlue,  and 
each  mo\'e  the  troops  mii^ht  make.  His  plan  was  to 
turn  Wrio-ht's  lett  thank,  as  he  saw  that  was  the  weak 
point.  On  the  nii^'ht  of  the  iSth  ot  Oc-to-her.  three 
cor})S  of  troops  mo\'ed  round  the  North  Pork  to  the 
rear  ot  \\'ri^ht's  torce.  ker-shaw  was  to  strike  the  left 
tlank.      W  har-ton  to  come  up  m  tront  with  the  l)i<4"  i^uns 
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on  wheels,  and  charg-e  on  \\  riL(ht  as  soon  as  he  turned 
on  Gor-don  and  Ker-shaw.  Ros-ser  was  sent  to  the 
ng-ht  flank,  and  Lo-max  was  to  pass  bv  Front  R(»\'-al, 
cross  the  Shen-an-do-ah,  and  seize  the  road  to  \\  ni- 
ches-ter. 

The  nu'ht  was  dark,  and  tliere  was  a  thick  too-,  so 
that  Gor-don  crept  |)ast  the  guns  of  Crook,  and  was  not 
seen,  and  ere  (ki\'-l)reak  had  struck  the  rear  ot  A\  rights 
troops.  At  the  same  tiiuc  Ker-shaw  struck  the  left, 
(h"o\'e  m  the  out-posts,  and  l)ore  m  on  the  camps,  d  hen 
W  har-ton  came  up  on  the  Iront  with  his  great  guns,  and 
the  whole  ot  the  lelt  flank  ga\"e  wa\'  at  the  flerce  Are. 

The  Sixth  corj)s,  on  the  right,  had  time  to  form  and 
mo\'e  out  ot  cam})  to  a  ridge  west  ot  the  mam  road, 
where  thev  did  their  best  to  dri\e  back  the  toe.  But 
the  big  guns  were  brought  up  1>\'  the  Rebs,  and  Get-t\' 
tell  back  to  the  north  ot  Mid-die-town. 

Cus-ter  and  Aier-ritt  were  sent  to  the  left  of  the  line 
to  guard  the  road  to  \\  m-ches-ter-- which  Lo-max  did 
not  seize — and  the  rest  of  the  bo\'s  m  blue  were  told  t(^ 
fl\'  with  all  haste  to  the  rear,  and  the\"  came  to  a  halt 
more  than  six  miles  from  the  place  where  the)'  had  been 
at  da\'-break. 

W  here  was  Sher-i-dan  ? 


1^4 
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I  told  \()U  he  was 
on  his  \va\'t()  \\  ash- 
in^-ton.  lie  left 
there  at  noon,  on 
the  i.Sth,  and  that 
nii^ht  slept  at  W  ni- 
ches-ter  —  t\ven-ty 
miles  from  his  men. 
At  nine  oeloek  the 
next  da\'  he  rode 
out  ot  \\  m-ehes-ter. 
His  mind  was  calm. 
lie  had  heard  no  had  news.  All  at  once  he  i;'a\'e  a 
start  at  the  sounds  that  met  his  ear.  lie  knew  too  well 
what  the\'  meant.  Halt  a  mile  from  the  town  he  saw  a 
Slight  that  set  his  Mood  on  hre.  Ihere  were  the  ho\s  m 
l)lue — trains  and  men — m  a  wild  flight. 

"Halt!  Halt!" — he  cries.  The  si^ht  of  him  puts 
new  hie  m  the  men.  He  rides  m  hot  haste,  swings  his 
hat  and  shouts,  "l\irn  hack  !  turn  hack  !  turn  back  !  '  and 
some  ot  the  men  tace  round  at  once.  Ihex'  will  go 
where  he  leads,  and  do  as  he  savs,  so  great  is  the  torce 
ot    his  will. 

It  was  ten  o'clock  when  Sher-i-ckm   got  to  the  front, 
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and  as  soon  as  he  saw  ]i(~)\v  thini^'s  were,  he  made  his 
nimel  to  hs^ht  on  Ciet-t\'s  hne.  So  he  sent  Cus-ter  l;)ack 
to  the  rii^ht,  l>rou^"ht  u{)  wliat  was  lelt  ot  the  Sixth  corps, 
which  was  two  miles  to  the  rij^ht  and  rear,  and  sent 
word  to  ha\'e  the   u;  th  come  up  m  hne. 

But  he  could  not  wait.  There  was  need  ot  haste,  for 
thr  Rehs  would  soon  make  a  Iresh  charge.  So  he  went 
l)ack  him-selt    to  uroe    the  men   on.       He   wore  the  full 


c-    V^ 


SHER-I-n.AN    AT    CE   DAR    CREEK 


suit  of  a  Ma-jor  Gen-er-al — which  was  the  rank  he  held 
— and  rode  a  hne  black  horse.  Oft  he  goes  with  a 
dash!  Dust  and  loam  are  on  man  and  beast.  He 
waves  his  hat  and  sword  by  turns  and  shouts  to  the  men 


126  OCR  IIKRO  :-(U:XKR.\L   U.    S.    GRANT. 


to  turn  l)ack.  "It  I  liad  l)ecn  tlicrc  that  would  not  ha\'e 
l)ccnl"  rhc\'  know  it,  the\"  iccl  it.  Idicrc  is  a  charm 
in  the  man,  a  sprll  m  his  \'oice ;  he  mox'cs  them;  he 
swa\s  them.  In  erowds  the\'  turn  hack — tall  in-to  ranks 
and  aiv  a  wild  mt)l)  no  more. 

\\  riLiht  now  came  hack  to  his  corj)s,  Ciet-tv  to  liis — 
(Rick-etts  h.ad  had  a  wound  and  Ciet-t\'  took  Ins  place) 
— and  Sher-i-dan  had  char<>"e  ot  all.  lie  tormed  the 
trooj)s  m  a  close  line,  and  had  a  breast-work  ot  rails  and 
loi^'s  thnnvn  u[)  just  m  time. 

The  Rel)s  came  up,  hut  were  made  to  fall  hack, 
d  he\'  had  not  thoUL;"ht  to  meet  such  a  strong'  torce  ot  the 
I)o\'s  m  blue.  1  he\'  knew  the\'  had  put  them  to  rout  m 
fine  st\'le,  hut  the\'  diel  not  know  that  the  most  ot  those 
who  fled  to  the  rear  m  ^reat  tri^ht,  came  Ijack  and 
foui^'ht  as  it  the\'  tlid  not  know  what  fear  was.  \  hose 
who  had  L^'ot  as  tar  as  Xew-town,  ten  miles  ofl,  came 
back  and  took  part  m  the  hj^'ht. 

Sher-i-dan  made  an  at-tack  at  three  p.m.  The  Rel:)S 
foU!4"ht  well  —  back  ot  a  stone  tence  or  a  l^reast-work  of 
rails — and  tor  a  while  made  out  to  check  the  ])o\'s  m 
blue.  But  Sher-i-dan  soon  pushetl  on,  and  at  last  Kardy 
had  to  g-i\'e  wa\-.  ddie  brax'e  Cus-ter  came  up,  and 
at    his  charge   the  whole  line  ot    troops   pressed   on   and 
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(lro\'e  the  Rebs  t(^  the  creek.      They  could  not  be  held 
back. 

Nif^ht  came  on  and  hid  theiii  from  sight.  Eard}'  fled 
as  far  as  Xew-mardvet,  and  the  whole  land 'twixt  the  Po- 
to-mac  and  the  James  was  m  the  hands  of  the  North. 

On  the  nig-ht  of  Oc-tod)er  19th,  1864,  the  staff  were 
in  front  of  Grant's  tent.  The}'  had  heard  there  had  l)een 
a  light  at  Ce-dar  Creek,  and  were  m  wait  lor  more  news. 
A  note  from  Sher-i-dan  was  iM-ought  to  drant.  lie 
took  it  and  read  it  with  great  care,  d  he  eyes  ot  all  the 
staff  were  on  him,  but  his  calm  lace  ga\'e  no  sign  that 
the  news  was  eood  or  Ixul.  He  turned  to  the  hrst  ])age 
and   read   it   to   them.      \\  ith   a   shake   ot    the    head    he 

read  ol  the  at-tack 
on  W  right,  of  the 
loss  ol  guns,  and  how 
the  troops  had  been 
thrown  out  ot  line 
and  sent  six  luiles 
to  the  rear.  Here 
Grant  made  a  pause, 
looked  round  at  the 
men,  and  said,  with 
a  sad  voice,  "  T/iafs  pni-ty  bad,  isn't  if?'' 
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"  Its  too  l)a(l — too  l)a(l,'  said  the  men,  who  were  quite 
cast  tlown  1)\'  the  news. 

"  Now  wait  till  I  read  \(m  the  rest  ol  it,"  said  Grant. 
— with  a  ^'leam  ot  mirth  m  his  eye.  1  hen  he  went  ()n  to 
read  how  Sher-i-dan  rode  t\ven-t\'  miles  at  I)reak-neck 
s|)eed,  took  hack  the  .s^uns,  won  l)ack  all  and  more  than 
had  keen  lost,  and  lett  the  toe  a  wreck. 

By  this  time  the  men  were  wild  with  )o\',  and  it  was 
o-reat  lun  tor  Grant  to  see  the  change  that  took  place 
wlien  he  threw  this  homl)-shell  m  on  tliem. 


CHAPTER    XIV. 

THE       FIGHT       AT       F I  \'  E       FORKS. 

Grant's  })lan,  as  I  ha\e  told  \()U,  was  to  "wipe  out 
Lee;"  hut  lie  did  not  want  to  mo\'e  on  to  Rich-mond 
till  he  liael  the  coil  so  tiL(ht  that  there  would  l)e  no 
chance  tor  the  ReJjs  to  l^reak  through,  d  he  hour  drew 
near.  Ihe  tro()|)s  must  he  brouLi'ht  up  trom  north, 
south,  east,  and  west. 

It  was  m  Jan-u-a-rv,  1S65,  that  Sher-man  set  out  with 
his  troops  to  marcli  to  the  north  h\'  land,  and  to  form  his 
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camp  on  the  rail-road  'twixt  Sa-\'an-nah  and  Charles-ton. 
Sher-man  made  the  Rel)S  think  he  meant  to  mo\-c  on 
Charles-ton  or  Au-gus-ta. 

On  the  I  St  ot  Pel)-ru-a-r\'  he  had  r)0,ooo  men  m  line. 
How-ard  led  the  ri^'ht  ^^"m^".  Slo-cum  the  lelt.  Kil- 
pat-riek  was  chief  of  the  horse-men. 

Scho-held  had  charge  of  the  force  m  North  Car-o-h-na, 
and  was  to  act  with  Sher-man.  Thom-as  was  to  send 
Gen-er-al  Stone-man,  with  a  hand  of  horse-men,  on  a  raid 
through  South  Car-o-li-na,  well  down  to  Co-lum-l)i-a,  to 
tear  up  the  rail-roads  there,  and  make  a  tour  of  that 
part  of   the  State  which  Sher-man  could  not  reach. 

Grant,  like  a  watch-dog,  kept  his  e\'e  on  Lee,  and 
would  |)itch  in  if  there  were  signs  that  Lee  would  lea\'e 
Rich-mond.  "  In  the  mean-time,"  said  he  to  Sher-man, 
"should  \ou  be  brought  to  a  halt  I  can  send  two  corps  of 
good  men  to  \"ouraid  from  the  works  round  Rich-mond." 

Grant  i>"ot  word  m  due  time  of  the  fall  of  r]ranch-\'ille, 
then  of  Co-lum-bi-a,  then  of  Charles-ton.  1  hen  came 
word  from  Scho-iickl  that  bOrt  An-der-son  and  W  il- 
mimj-ton  were  m  his  hands. 

The  Stars  and  Stripes  were  at  the  fore  on  the  At-lan- 
tic  and  on  the  GulfOf  AL-x-i-co.  Sher-i-dan,  Sher-man, 
Scho-fieid,  Stone-man  and  Meade  were  to  close  m  at  the 
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same  time  and  seize  the  t^ame.  Sher-i-dan  set  out  from 
W'ln-clies-ter  on  the  27th  ot  L^eb-ru-arw  Ihe  spring' 
thaws  had  set  m,  and  there  was  orcat  tall  of  rain.  All 
the  streams  were  too  hig"h  to  lord,  and  the  march  was, 
ot   course,  a  slow  one. 

On  the  third  day  he  fell  in  with  the  Rehs  "twixt  Har- 
ri-sond)uro-  and  Mount  Ca'aw-tord,  and  droxe  them  bactc 
to  Kline's  mills. 

Eard\'  was  at  Staun-ton,  antl  as  Sher-i-dan  th'ew  near 
that  |)lace  the  toe  went  on  m  haste  to  W  aynesd)0-ro, 
where  he  took  his  stand.  Cus-ter  canie  up  at  once, 
made  a  dash  on  the  hreast-works  and  throu^ii  the  town, 
nor  cud  he  and  his  troops  stoj)  till  the\'  crossed  the 
South  Fork  ot  the  Shen-an-do-ah,  where  the\'  stood  with 
drawn  swords  antt  held  the  east  l)ank  ot  the  stream. 

The  whole  ot  Eardv's  torce  threw  down  their  arms; 
hut  Eard\'  and  a  tew  of  his  staft  ran  oft,  and  hid  m  the 
woods  till  ni<4"ht  came  on.  This  hi^'ht  t(^ok  j)lace  on  the 
2nd  ot  March.  On  the  19th,  Sher-i-dan  was  at  W  hite 
House,  where  he  tounct  word  trom  Grant  to  start  at 
once  and  strike  the  South-side  road  as  near  to  Pe-ters- 
l)urL;"  as  he  could — tear  it  u})  so  that  it  could  not  be 
built  up  m  two  or  three  da\-s — and  then  push  on  to  the 
Dan-ville  roatl,  as  near  A})-po-mat-tox  as  he  could  get. 


OCR  HERO  :— GENERAL  U.   S.   GRAXE  131 


This  he  wrote  to  Sher-man  ;  and  said,  "When  Sher- 
i-(lan  starts  I  shall  ni()\'e  out  h}-  m\-  left  with  all  the  torcc 
I  can.  It  Lee  comes  out  ot  his  hues  I  will  do  mv  best 
to  beat  hmi  back." 

On  the  15th  of  March,  Sher-man's  left,  led  b\'  Slo- 
cum,  came  up  with  Ilar-dee's  force,  and  there  was  a  hard 
hi^'ht  at  A-\'e-r\'sd)o-ro,  which  was  won  bv  the  bo\'s  in 
blue.  1  hen  there  was  a  three-davs'  hg'ht  at  Ben-tons- 
\'ille ;  but  though  Johns-ton  brought  to  his  aid  such 
men  as  Bragg,  Cheatdiam,  Mar-dee,  Hamp-ton,  and  a 
large  force  of  troops,  the  bovs  m  blue  held  their  ground, 
and  dro\'e  the  Rebs  for  two  miles.  As  the  road  was 
now  clear,  Sher-man  went  on  to  Golds-bor-o,  and  there 
found  Scho-held  and  his  troops,  who  had  fought  their 
wa\"  from  the  heart  of  Ten-nes-see  to  the  At-lan-tic. 
The  whole  of  the  sea-coast,  and  all  the  dock-\ards,  forts, 
and  gun-l)oats,  were  n(jw  in  the  hands  of  the  North,  and 
the  troops  hxed  so  that  thev  could  take  part  m  Grant's 
plan,  and  be  near  at  hand  when  he  should  need  them. 

Sher-man's  men  had  had  a  long  march,  and  were  m 
need  of  rest,  so  no  mo\-e  was  made  b\'  them  till  the  loth 
of  A-pril.  Then  they  set  out  to  cross  the  Ro-an-oake, 
and  strike  the  Dan-\"ille  road,  which  Grant  thought 
would  brimr  Lee  out  of  his  stromi-hold.      Ere  the  dawn 
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of  (law  on  the  25tli  ot  March,  Lcc  made  an  at-tack  on 
the  rii^ht  of  Meade's  hne,  m  front  of  tlie  Xmtli  corps, 
whei'e  tliere  was  a  small  fort,  not  much  more  than  half 
a  mile  from  the  Ap-|)o-mat-to\,  on  the  Prmce  George 
Court-house  road.  It  was  known  as  kort  Stead-man. 
krom  tune  to  tmie  some  of  Lee's  troops  had  left  hmi, 
and  come  m-to  Ch'ant's  Imes,  and  drant  had  sent  wortl 
to  the  out-guards  to  let  all  such  pass  and  krmg  then" 
arms  with  them.  Lee  knew  this,  and  sent  out  a  scjuad 
of  men  who  told  the  out-guards  that  thc\'  meant  to  hght 
for  the  North  and  not  for  the  South,  and  In'  this  trick  got 
m-side  the  lines,  and  made  wa\'  for  Lee's  troops.  The 
trench-guai-d  fought  hard  to  keep  them  back,  hut  the 
rush  was  too  great,  and  the  mam  line  gave  wa}'.  \\\ 
h'ont,  on  the  flank,  and  m  the  rear,  the  Rel)s  charged  on 
Fort  Stead-man,  and  the  force  there  had  not  strength  to 
hold  it.  It  was  still  so  dark  that  one  could  scarce  see 
which  was  haend  and  which  was  foe,  and  this  made  it 
hard  to  form  the  trooj)S  so  as  to  check  the  foe,  who  seized 
the  men  and  turned  the  guns  on  the  l)o\'s  m  l)lue. 

Parke,  whose  line  was  on  the  east  of  kort  Stead-man, 
made  up  his  mmd  to  re-take  the  fort,  krought  u|)  his  big 
guns  on  the  hills  at  the  rear,  and  soon  dro\'e  back  the 
Rebs,  who  were  on  the  march  to  the  rail-road.      klart- 
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ranft  l)r()iiu,ht  up  his  men  to  aid  Parkc.  rhc\'  were  raw 
tro()})s.  It  was  the  lirst  h^ht  thcv  had  been  m,  hut  they 
went  to  work  witli  a  will,  and  the  cross-fire  ot  small  guns 
and  l)i!4'  ones  was  so  i^reat  that  the  Rei)s,  who  were  m 
the  lort,  could  not  L^et  out,  and  so  fell  in  the  hands  ot 
the   l)lue-coats,   who   took   l)ack   the    prize.      Not  a   ^un    ' 

i 

nor  a  flai>'  was  lost. 

\\  hen  Meade  came  on  the  held  he  at  once  sent  word 
to  Wright  and  I  Iumph-re\'s  to  mox'e  west  ol  Parke,  and 
imd  out  where  Lee's  troops  were.  This  the\'  did,  seized 
a  large  force  ot  men,  and  droxe  l)ack  the  lines  m  tront 
ot   their  own.  ' 

All  (irant's  troops  were  t(^  move  on  the  29th  of 
March  to  torce  out  Lee.  On  the  28th  Grant  sent  word 
to  Sher-i-dan  to  niox'e  as  soon  as  he  could  m  the  rear  ot 
the  kitth  corps,  pass  1)\'  its  left,  near  to  or  through  Din- 
wid-die,  to  reach  the  right  and  rear  ot  Lee's  troops.  < 
"Should  he  come  out  and  at-tack  us,  or  get  where  we 
can  at-tack  him,  mo\'e  m  with  \-our  whole  torce  m  \-our 
own  wa)',  and  teel  sure  that  the  troops  will  hel|)  when 
and  where  the\-  can.  I  will  be  on  the  held,  and  \\ill  no 
doubt  ha\'e  a  chance  to  si)eak  with  \'ou.  I  mean  to  end 
the  war  here." 

At  nine  o'clock  Grant  and  his  statt  lett  Cit-\'  Point  by 
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tlic  rail-rorul.  Lin-coin  AX'cnt  with  them  to  tlic  tram  to 
1)1(1  them  ( io(l-sj)cc(l.  '■  C  ioo(l-l)\"c,  he  said,  "CjocI  Mess 
\"ou  all !" 

At  (lark  Sher-i-(lan  was  at  Din-wid-die  Court-house. 
Grant  sent  \\()r(l  to  him — "\\  e  are  now  one  line  ivora  the 
A])-|)o-mat-tox  to  I)in-\\id-die.  I  do  not  want  \'ou  to 
cut  loose  lust  now.  Push  round  the  loe  it  \'ou  can,  and 
get  on  to  his  right  rear.  IJ\'  zci/l  a//  act  as  one  till  it  is 
seen  what  can  he  done  withi  the  Rehs." 

That  night  the  ram  lell  so  hard  that  the  ground  was 
soon  like  a  great  swamp.  Xo  wheels  could  mo\'e 
through  the  soft  mass,  and  men  and  l)easts  were  stuck 
m  the  mud,  or.  what  is  worse,  m  the  (juick-sands.  Some 
ot  the  men  near  Grant  tried  hard  to  get  him  to  turn 
hack.  I)Ut  this  he  would  not  do.  He  had  made  up  his 
mmd,  m  spite  ot  ram  or  roads,  to  push  on  to  Rich- 
mond. 

Some  one  said  that  Johns-ton 
might  march  uj)  trom  the  south 
and  strike  the  blue-coats  m  the 
rear. 

'T  wish  he  would,"  said  Grant. 
"I'd  turn  round  and  get  ritl  ot  him, 
and  then  be  tree  to  at-tack  Lee." 
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All  was  i^'looni  till  Sher-i-(lan  rode  up  lull  ot  cheer  to 
talk  with  Cii'ant.  Grant  was  m  his  tent,  and  Sher-i-tlan 
stood  oiit-side,  b\'  the  cam[)-hre,  with  the  staff.  lie  was 
full  ot  pluck,  a.nd  was  sure  that  the\'  could  beat  the  toe 
it  the\'  made  the  tirst  mo\'e.  He  thoui^'ht  it  was  rii^-ht 
lor  each  man  to  do  as  the  chiet  said,  and  not  hrin^'  up 
plans  ot  his  own.  His  talk  did  much  to  cheer  the  men 
and  Grant  was  sent  tor  to  liear  what  Sher-i-dan  had  to 
sav. 

There  was  a  point  near  the  Din-wid-die  road  where 
h\e  roads  met.  It  was  known  as  the  Five  Forks. 
This  was  hut  two  miles  trom  the  south-side  road,  and 
it  Grant  could  Liam  lM\'e  Forks  Lee  could  not  stav  m 
Pe-tersd)urLi". 

Grant  saw  it  was  a  good  scheme,  and  told  Sher-i-dan 
to  i^'O  back  to  Din-wid-die  and  mo\'e  at  once  on  Five 
Forks. 

The  names  of  the  roads  that  crossed  here  were  Wdiite 
Oak,  Din-wid-die,  Boyd-ton,  Vaugh-an  [voni),  and  Flat- 
toot. 

Sher-i-dan  sent  out  a  corps  from  Din-wid-die  Court- 
house, but  found  the  Rebs  in  force  at  Fi\'e  Forks.  The 
roads  were  still  so  bad  that  the  horse-men  could  not  be 
of  much  use.      W  ar-ren,  at  the  same  time,  made  a  move 
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on  the  l)()\'(l-t()ii  road  and  found  the  Rel)s  strong'  in 
Ills  Iront,  l)iit  was  told  to  liold  the  place  and  do  all  he 
could  to  add  to  its  strength.  \\  n^ht  and  Parke  thou^'ht 
it  a  u'ood  tmie  to  make  an  as-sault.  Grant,  who  could 
^'uess  the  strens^'th  of  Lee's  lorce,  lelt  that  the  hour  had 
come,  and  at  once  sent  word  to  Ord,  \\  ri^ht,  and  Parke 
to  mo\'e  on  the  works  at  da\"diL(ht  the   next  (la\". 

Lee  knew  that  he  must  hold  Pnx-  Porks  at  all  risks. 
Stroma"  ])reast-works  were  |)ut  iij).  and  all  done  that  could 
he  done  to  add  to  the  strength  ot  the  Rebs  m  and  round 
Pe-ters-LHU'o;. 

On  che  last  (La\-  of  ALirch,  \\\ar-ren  made  a  mo\-e  to 
dri\e  the  loe  Irom  the  V\  hite  Oak  road.  The  Rel)s 
dro\'e  them  back.  Humph-re\'  sent  ^Lles'  troops  to 
W'ar-ren's  aid.  and  the\'  held  the  foe  m  check,  but  not  | 
till  the\'  had  sent  the  Pdfth  corps  a  mile  back,  to  near  the 
Bovd-ton  roack 

L   \\as  all   at  an   end  h\  noon,  and  the   men  went  to 
work  at  once  to  form  their  lines,  and  start  ot^  for  a  fresh 
fight.      Gnf-hn  was  to  lead.      PLimph-rev  to  take  from      ; 
his  right  all  the  force   he  could  spare,  antl  with    ALles,      : 
strike  the  foe  on  the  left.  j 

As  soon  as   AL\ade  made  knc^wn  this  plan  t(^  Grant,      : 
he   said   that    PLimph-rey  should  not  |)ush   to   the   front      \ 
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ith-out   a    iair   chance,  and  with  his   mind   made  up  to 


iiX)  th  roll  I'll. 


At  this  stai^'c  ot  the  war  it  would  not  do  to  tail. 

So  Meade  made  a  change-  m  his  })lan,  and  })ut  Miles 
at  the  head  ot  all  the  troops  ot  the  2n(l  cor|)S,  which 
was  to  nio\'e  Irom  the  lett  and  strike  on  the  tiank  all  the 
troops  m  tront  ot  W  ar-ren.  This  was  done,  and  the 
Rehs  fell  Ixack. 

At  one  o  clock  Grant  went  out  to  the  tront  to  see  how 
the  tl^•ht  went  on. 

In  the  mean-time  Lee  had  sent  out  Pick-ett  with  a 
strong  torce  ot  men  to  put  Sher-i-dan  to  rout,  and  on 
the  31st  ot  March  the}' were  on  the  road  to  the  Court- 
house. At  the  same  time  Sher-i-dan  set  out  with  Mer- 
ritts  and  Crook's  horse-men.  Cus-ter  was  left  at  the 
rear  to  guard  the  roads  and  the  trains  that  led  to  where 
Meade  wa^;. 

For  cpiite  a  space  in  tront  ot  the  Court-house  the 
ground  is  high  and  clear,  and  then  slopes  down  to  the 
Cham-ber-lain,  a  small  creek  on  the  west,  the  banks 
ot  which  are  lined  with  thick  woods.  It  was  here  the 
Rebs  made  their  hrst  at-tack.  Pick-ett  and  his  horse- 
men charge — the_\'  cross  the  creek — but  are  met  bv  so 
strong  a  toe  that  thev  ha\-e  to  turn  back  with  ereat  loss. 
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In  the  nu'an-tinic  Mcr-ritt  had  (h-awn  near  to  Imx'c 
I'ork^.  It  would  soon  liaxc  l)ccn  lii  his  hands.  Init  a 
strong-  force  of  the  Rebs  came  up  and  ch"o\e  hmi  hack. 
lie  had  to  f>rm  a  line  west  of  the  Vwc  lM)rks  road,  with 
his  rear  to  the  l)o\'d-ton  plank-road,  and  his  lett  close  to 
Crook's  corps.  Part  of  the  iMtth  corps  was  two  and  a 
half  miles  north  of  Din-wid-the,  and  would  come  up  m 
time  ot  neeck 

Pick-ett  moxed  to  a  point  on  the  XAdiite  Oak  road, 
struck  the  tnx^ps  on  the  left  of  Mer-ritt,  and  cut  oft 
Da-\aes  and  Mer-ritt  from  the  main  line.  Sher-i-(kui 
at  once  sent  word  to  these  i\<()  men  to  mox'e  with  their 
troo|)S  to  the  Bo\-d-ton  road,  march  dowai  to  I)m-wid- 
die  and  join  the  line  there. 

The  Rebs  thoiiLiht  bv  this  mo\'e  that  the}-  had  put 
the  Yanks  to  rout,  so  made  a  lett  wheel  and  g^u'e  chase 
at  once.  This  put  their  own  rear  to  Sher-i-dan  s  mam 
line  north  of  Din-wid-die.  Sher-inlan  was  cpiick  to  see 
his  chance,  and  set  Gibbes  and  Gregg  on  the  track  ot 
the  f  )e. 

As  the  Rel)S  went  through  the  Wv)ods  to  catch  Mer- 
ritt,  thev  had  to  wheel  to  get  on  the  Bo\-d-ton  road. 
Gibbes  struck  them  on  tiank  and  rear,  while  Gregg 
came  u})  with  all  s|)eed  trom  Cham-berdain    creek   by  a 
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wood  road,  and  came  in  on  the  left  and  the  rear  of  the 
foe.  1  his  made  Pick-etts  men  tace  the  rear  rank,  and 
yix'e  up  the  chase  lor  Mcr-ritt,  which  would  ha\'e  brought 
them  on  the  Hank  and  rear  ot  \\  ar-ren"s  troops. 

Now  the  whole  force  ot  the  Rebs,  on  toot  and  on 
h(M"se,  turn  on  the  h(M'se-men  led  l;)v  Sher-i-dan,  and 
(lri\"e  them  back  to  the  mam  line  m  tront  ot  Dm-wid- 
die.  Mer-ritt  and  Da-\ies  reach  the  Courtdiouse  too 
late  to  be  ot   much  use. 

Sher-i-dan  sent  word  to  Grant  that  the  torce  m  his 
tront  was  too  strong  tor  him.  Grant  at  once  sent  troops 
to  his  aid,  and  not  much  rest  did  he  take  that  night  in 
his  cam[)d3ed  at  Dal>ne\'s  saw-inill. 

Lee  told  Pick-ett  to  hold  Pi\'e  Porks,  and  the  Rebs 
ran  their  line  out  tor  at  least  two  miles  on  the  W  hite 
Oak  road. 

Sher-i-dan  had  a  new  scheme  m  bus  mmd.  It  was 
one  of  the  tricks  ot  war.  \\  ar-ren,  who  led  the  bitth 
corps,  was  to  start  out  on  the  bi\-e  Forks  road  m  the 
rear  of  the  horse-men,  turn  to  the  right,  and  take  a  stand 
near  the  Wdiite  Oak  road,  in  tront  of  the  lett  tiank  of  the 
foe.  He  was  to  strike  the  toe  with  his  men  on  the  lett, 
then  make  a  lett  wheel,  and  close  m  the  whole  tiank  ot 
ihe  foe  with  the  rest  ot   his  corps. 
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Shcr-i-(l;in  next  told  Mcr-ritt  to  make  a  mo\'e,  as  it  he 
meant  to  turn  the  ri^ht  ot  the  loe,  while  the  Liith  corps 
struck  them  on  the  lett. 


\m 


If- 
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CH\Kr,F.    .\T    FIVE    FORKS. 


It  was  late  m  the  tki\- when  the  fight  took  i)lace.  The 
Filth  corps  took  the  lead,  with  Avres  on  the  left.  Craw- 
f<)rd  on  the  riglit,  and  (^int-hn  m  the  rear.  1  hrough 
mud  and  through  lirakes  the\"  tramp  till  the\"  reach  the 
hroad  plain.  Sher-i-tlan  A\'ith  his  stall  rode  m  the  front 
line.  A\'res'  troops  fell  m  wath  the  Rehs  ere  the\'  had 
o"ot  as  far  as  the  White  Oak  road.  Thev  were  m  a 
piece  of  woods,  and  it  was  hard  for  them  to  change  front 
so  as  to  meet  the  fireof  the  foe.      1  he  lines  broke;   some 
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ot  the  men  fled  to  the  rear.  l>iit  wlien  Sher-i-clan  rode 
up  with  words  ot  cheer  most  ot  them  came  ])ack  at  once 
in-to  Ime. 

Mean-tmie  tlie  fire  ot  A\Tes'  cor|)s  was  heard  l^v 
Mer-ntt,  and  the  horse-men  at  once  made  tlieu"  charge. 
These  had  to  l)ear  tlie  brunt  ot  the  fight,  as  thev  were 
well  to  the  tront  on  the  mam  Pix'e  Lorks  road.  There 
was  one  pomt  on  this  road  that  ]:)oth  sides  lought  to 
gain.  It  A^■res  could  get  there  he  could  rake  with  shot 
the  whole  length  ot  the  White  Oak  road. 

Crawdord  and  Grit-fin  had  got  so  tar  out  ot  line  that 
the\'  could  not  helj)  A\'res  at  all,  and  his  troops  were  m 
a  tight  place.  The  hreast-work  ot  the  Rebs  was  both 
strong  and  long,  and  hid  bv  a  dense  growth  ot  low  pmes. 

Sher-i-dan  l^ids  the  bands  })la\'.  He  takes  the  flag 
m  his  own  hands,  and  leads  the  charge  at  the  head 
ot  the  line.  \\  ith  a  rush  and  a  sweep  A\'res'  troops 
crowd  on  the  flank  ot  the  toe,  dri\'e  them  back  \\'\{\\ 
the  points  ot  their  guns,  l)reak  up  their  lines,  and 
seize   a   large   torce   ot   men. 

Grit-fin,  wh()  1)\-  this  time  tmds  he  is  not  m  the  right 
place,  brings  his  troops  up  on  a  run,  comes  m  on  the 
\-w\\t  of  A\Tes  m  time  to  seize  a  laree  torce  ot  the  Rebs. 


Craw-tord    is   l^roueht   round    t()    the    Ford    road.       II 


is 
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troops  face  the  south,  and  the  Rebs  in  their  flio-ht  rush, 
as  it  were,  in-to  the  arms  of  the  bo\'s  m  bhie. 

1  hus  the  works  in  Iront  tell  in  the  hands  of  Aler-ritts 
men,  who  lou^rht  on  loot  and  on  horse-back,  and  with 
the  aid  ot  the  rest  ot  the  force  tlro\e  the  Rebs  back  to 
the  borks.  Ihere  the\'  made  no  stand,  Init  fled  down 
the  White  Oak  road.  (irii-hn  ke{)t  on  their  track  till 
nii^'ht  came  on,  and  the\'  were  then  six  miles  from  where 
the  hght  took  place. 

Ihe  ram  had  ceased  but  the  nioht  was  dark.  Grant 
sat  out-side  ot  his  tent.  Two  or  three  ot  his  stafi  stood 
near  the  camp-fire  m  the  wet  woods.  Two  had  been 
with    Sher-i-dan   all   da\'   to  l)rinQ-  back  the  news.      1  he 
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cheers  ot  the  troops 
were  heai'd.  No  need 
to  tell  \\  hat  the\'  meant. 
Five  Forks  was  won  ! 

I  he  one  who  hrou^ht 
the  <>'oo(l  news  to  Grant 
was  Col-o-nel  {Kcr-jicI) 
Flor-ace  Por-ter.  Fie 
came  up  m  such  a 
wild  state  ot  io\',  and 
did  such  (|ueer  thino-s 
that  some  ot  the  men 
thought  he  had  had  a 
drop  too  much.  But  he  was  not  drunk  with  wme.  It 
is  said  that  his  mate — the  one  who  had  t^one  with  him 
to  the  tront — was  not  a  l^it  more  calm.  lie  had  hn^in 
shot  in  the  toot  at  some  time,  and  wore  a  steel  l)oot 
on  that  toot.  When  he  had  the  word  to  mount  and 
ride  to  the  tront,  he  |)iit  the  steel  hoot  on  the  leg  that 
was  not  hurt.  It  was  not  strange  that  such  news  should 
turn  the  bram. 


GKWI     WAir-IMI     FOR    NEWS. 
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chapti:r  XV. 

ox       TO       R  I  C  1 1  M  ( )  X  D  . 

W'liEX  Grant  had  heard  the  news  h'om  Fi\'e  Forks 
he  went  in  his  tent,  and  wrote  a  note  to  Meade,  to  urge 
him  to  mo\'e  at  once  lest  Lee  should  leave  Pe-tersd^urg 
and  press  hard  on  Sher-i-dan. 

"Wright  and  Parke  should  both  h(t  sent  out  to  feel 
for  a  chance  to  get  through.  Lee's  line  at  once,  and  it 
thev  can  get  through  should  push  on  fo-?n'<r/it" 

No  time  to  rest  now.      Push — push — push — was  the 


Siifflia 


,-rtf|g?*Kl^:^''    -  ^^iTi^i^ 


imti.t 


pi'SH  —  prsH  — rrsn  —  was    ihk   word 


word  sent  to  Sher-I-dan  and  Ord.  "  T  would  fix  tweK'e 
to-night."  he  said;  "but  the  troops  could  not  be  got  in 
line  at  that  hour," 
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Thc  at-tack  was  made  at  tlawn  on  the  2  nd  ot  A-pril. 
It  is  still  so  dark  that  the  men  can  lust  see  where  to 
step.  Not  a  word  is  said  as  the\'  mo\e  on  through  the 
mud.  Here  and  there,  at  the  head  ot  the  line,  ma}-  be 
seen  a  man  with  an  axe  to  cut  down  the  trees  that 
screen  the  earth-works  of  the  ioe.  1  he  first  of  these 
out-works  so(^n  falls  m  the  hands  of  \\  right.  The  fight 
is  sharp,  hut  brief,  and  the  bo}'s  m  blue  can-not  be  held 
in  check.  Thev  reach  the  Bo\d-ton  road  and  the 
South-side  rail-waw  break  up  the  rails,  and  cut  the  wires 
from  the  poles.  As  soon  as  he  can,  \\  right  forms  his 
troops  in  line  once  more  and  mo\'es  down  to  Hatch-er's 
Run.  Here  they  have  a  brush  with  the  toe,  whom  they 
soon  put  to  rout. 

Parke  set  out  h\  the  Je-ru-sa-lem  plank  road,  at  the 
end  of  which  the  Rebs  had  a  strong  earth-work.  A 
large  force  ]oin  Parke  at  this  point  and  the\'  push  on 
through  shot  and  shell,  m  close  ranks,  take  the  fort  bv 
storm,  and  turn  its  guns  on  the  foe. 

It  was  now  day-light.  The  loss  on  both  sides  had 
been  Lrreat.  The  fort  was  a  strono-  one,  and  the  Rebs 
fought  hard  to  keep  hold  of  it.  But  m-side  of  it  was 
a  long  chain  of  works  that  Grant  would  have  to  take 
ere    he    could    reach    Pe-ters-buro-.       He    felt    sure    that 
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the  rest  could  do  as  well  as  Parke  and  W  right  had 
done. 

In  an  hour  or  two  word  came  from  Ord,  "We  have 
the  torts  next  to  llatch-ers  Run  on  both  sides." 

Grant  at  once  made  up  his  mmd  to  face  the  whole 
force  of  Meade  and  Ord  t(j  the  east  and  hem  m  Pe-ters- 
Inirg.  He  rode  down  to  the  right  and  told  his  ])lan  to 
Meade.  1  hen  he  rode  up  on  some  high  ground  Irom 
whence  he  could  look  on  the  held  of  bat-tie.      The  point 
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Gr<ANT    UN     I  III',    nil. I.. 


was  less  than  a  mile  from  the  main  line  of  Lee's  troops, 
and  not  three  miles  from  the  heart  of  Pe-tersdmrg. 
Here  he  got  off  his  horse,  and  sat  down  on  the   ground 
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near   a    farm-house   to   wait   for   the   word   that    JNIcacle, 
Shcr-i-tlan,  or  Orel  mi'^ht  send. 

The  Rebs  turned  their  guns  on  the  g-roup,  and  the 
place  was  soon  cpiite  hot.  Grant  sat  with  his  back  to  a 
tree,  while  the  shot  fell  round  him  thick  and  fast. 

His  aides-de-cam}),  who  are  in  dread  lest  he  should 
lose  his  life,  urge  him  to  leave  the  spot.  He  looks  up 
with  an  odd  smile,  and  says,  "Well  the  Rel:)S  do  seem 
to  ha\-e  the  range  of  this  |)lace.  I  guess  w^e  might  as 
well  leave,"  and  soon  Grant  and  his  staft  ride  oft  at  a 
(juick  pace,  and  out  of  harm's  way. 

All  that  day  the  fight  was  kept  up,  and  one  by  one 
the  works  round  Pe-ters-burg  fell  in  the  hands  of  Grant's 
men.      Forts  Gregg  and  Bald-win  held  out  till  the  last. 

If  the  blue-coats 
;' • .  .  ,.,  take  them  at  all, 

they    must    take 
them    by    storm. 
)ck 
fs 
on 
the     fort.       The 
Rebs  fight  well, 
and    more    than 
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once  (Iru'c  hack  the  l)()\s  in  l)hic.  At  last  thcv  reach  the 
wall,  and  lor  halt  an  hour  a  hand-to-hand  light  is  kept 
up;  some  ol  the  men  use  then"  g'uns  as  clubs.  At  the 
end  ol  that  tune  the  Stars  and  Stripes  Boat  h'om  the  top 
ol  Lort  Cire!^^-.  Those  in  L^^rt  Bald-\\-in  make  haste  to 
Bee,  Init  the  hlue-coats  turn  the  li'uns  ol  hOrt  Gre^"t4"  on 
them  antl  lorce  them  to  sur-ren-der. 

\\  hen  ni^ht  fell  on  the  2nd  ol  A-pril,  Lee  still  held 
the  line  south  ol  the  Ajj-po-mat-tox.  Pick-ett  antl  lUish- 
rod  Johns-ton  were  on  the  wa\'  t(^  A-me-h-a  Court-house. 
Thev  had  to  cross  the  stream  where  the\'  could  hnd  a 
brid^-e  or  a  lord.  The  men  were  worn  out.  d  he\'  had 
had  a  lc)n<4"  fast.  Now  and  then  the^'  had  to  halt  lor 
rest.  Some  were  so  weak  that  the\'  lell  In'  the  wa\'-side, 
but  all  were  in  hopes  to  reach  A-me-h-a  Court-house,  and 
find  there  the  lood  ol   which  the\'  were  so  much  m  need. 

It  was  a  sad  ni^'ht- march.  There  were  no  lines  for 
them  to  hold,  no  earth -works  lor  them  to  gaiard.  Lee 
had  left  Pe-ters-burg! 

B\'  dawn  ol  the  next  da\'.  Grant's  men  were  on  his 
track;    not  in  the  rear,  but  to  head  him  oil. 

No  news  had  as  yet  come  Irom  Rich-mond.  Were 
the  Rebs  there?  W'cnild  they  try  to  h(dd  it?  Grant 
rode  out  m   Iront  ol    Ord's  line,  and   on   the  wa\'  a  note 
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was  put  in  his  hands  from  A^V^t-zel.  It  said,  "  Rich- 
mond IS  ours.  The  Rcl3s  left  m  Li'rcat  haste,  and  set  the 
town  on  hre." 

Switt  o-()cs  the  word  throuo'h  tlie  hues:  "  Rich-mond 
is  ours!      Rich-niond  is  ours!" 

"  Ah,  IS  it !'"  sa)'  the  troo|)s  ;  "well  we  must  make  haste 
to  catch  Lee. " 


Oh,  what  a  nioht  that  was  m  Rich-mond  I  Crowds 
were  m  all  the  streets.  Men  mad  with  ra^"e  or  runi  set 
fire  to  mills,  stores,  and  work-shops.  The  i^uards  ot  the 
jails  fied  Irom  their  posts,  and  men  who  had  keen  shut 
up  lor  their  crimes  were  Iree  to  rol),  or  Inirn,  or  do  what 
harm  the\'  would.  Shouts,  \'ells,  and  cries  were  heard  on 
all  sides,  and  now  and  then  there  was  a  great  shock  from 

the  rams  and  gun- 
boats that  were  blown 
u|)  so  that  the\'  might 
not  lall  m  the  hands 
of  the  Xorth. 

Thus  Rich-mond 
fell.  A  New  York 
bo\'  was  the  first  to 
raise  the  Stars  and 
Stripes,  and  b\'  night 
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ni()l)-rulc  was  at  an  end.  the  fires  were  })iit  out,  and    the 
inish  (){    peace  came  to  heal  the  blows  ot   sound. 

Mean-while  Cirant  had  ^"one  on  with  the  head  of 
Ord's  hne,  and  1)\-  six  o'clock  was  at  a  point  hall  way 
'twixt  Xot-ta-wa\'  Courtdiouse  and  l)urks-\ille.  He 
s^axe  the  road  to  the  troops,  as  was  his  wont,  and  rode 
with  his  staft  m  a  piece  ot  \\'oods,  when  a  man  m  the 
dress  ot  a  Rel)  was  hrou^'ht  up  to  hini.  One  ot  drant's 
staft  knew  hmi  at  once  as  a  scout  ol  Sher-i-dan's.  The 
man  took  from  his  niouth  a  (|uid  of  to-bac-co  m  which 
\\'as  a  small  |)ili  ot  tm-ioil.  In  this  pill  was  a  note  from 
Sher-i-dan,    who    wrote:    "Am   at    Je-ters-ville.       Wish 

,,-,._  A'ou   were    here.      I 

J    '  >.^  see    no    chance    tor 

Lee  to  !2'et  out. 


^# 


W.  /^IllfW  fi-esh  horse,  and  set 


out  at  once  with  a 
score  of  men,  some 
of  whom  were  on 
his  stafl,  to  meet 
Sher-i-dan.  None  luit  the  scout  knew  the  wa}'.  The 
men  were  not  sure  the\'  could  trust  him.  Soon  nit^"ht 
came    on.      The    rule  \\-as    Ioul;-,   the    roads  were    rough, 
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and  there  were  dense  woods  to  o-(^  throug'h.  Grant  rode 
at  the  heatl  of  the  small  l)and,  eaeh  one  ot  whom  was 
sworn  to  take  care  ol  his  chief.  \\  hat  a  |)nze  he  would 
he  to  fall  in-lo  the  hands  ot  the  foe  !  Sharp  e}'es  peer  to 
rii^ht  and  lett.  An  aide-de-camp  keeps  a  watch  on  the 
scout,  who  pro\-es  to  he  a  o"ood  and  true  man,  tor  at  the 
end  of  a  four  hours'  rule  Grant  and  his  staff  come  on 
Sher-i-dan's  out-posts.  These  nien  doubt  tlie  truth  of 
what  Is  told  them.  It  could  not  he  that  Grant — the 
Gen-er-al-in-chlef  —  would  ride  at  night,  and  with  so 
few  men,  so  close  to  the  lines  of  the  f(je.  But  they  find 
it  is  so,  and  then  let  them  pass  the  guards,  and  haste 
to  Sher-i-dan's  camp. 


.:4i'-'- 
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CHAPTER    XVI. 

"LET       US       HAVE       PEACE." 

We  left  Lee  on  his  wax  to  A-me-li-a  Court-house, 
where  he  was  in  hopes  to  find  lood,  and  h'om  there 
make  his  wav  to  Johns- ton.  But  when  he  came  to 
A-me-h-a  he  found  no  tood,  and  so  set  out  at  once  for 
L}'nch-iHU"y;.  His  men  had  hatl  no  food  tor  two  days. 
lo  fi^'ht  h}'  da\'  and  march  l)v  night  was  too  much  for 
them  m  their  weak  state,  and  sc^me  ot  those  wlio  had 
l)een  the  most  l)ra\'e  threw  down  their  arms,  and  left 
the  ranks. 

Still  a  great  host  press  on,  and  reach  Sail-or's  creek 
on  the  6th  ot  A-pril.  There  thev  find  Sher-i-dan  in 
front  of  them.  The  tr(^(^ps  halt  antl  form  in  line,  while 
the  big  guns  ami  wams  pass  on  to  cross  the  Ap-po-mat- 
tox  at  Larm-\alle. 

But  Grant  had  sent  Ord  to  burn  the  bridge  at  Farm- 
ville,  which  was  a  small  town  north-west  of  Burks-\'ille. 
The  South-sule  rail-road  crossed  the  Ap-po-mat-tox 
twice  near  this  place;  fu'st  at  Hio-h  Brido-e,  fi\'e  miles 
east  of  the  town,  and  then  at  Farm-\alle.      And  \'ou  had 
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to  cross  the  A{)-})o- 
mat-tox  m  the  town 
to  get  on  the  road 
to  Lvnch-l)iiro-. 

The  stream  was 
too  tleep  to  lord,  and 
bhie-coats  and  grav- 
coats  head  at  once 
for  rarm-\ille. 
Orel  hatl  sent  Gen-er-al  The-o-dore  Read,  his  chiet 
ot  staft,  to  lead  the  horse-men  to  Iligh  Bridge,  which 
they  were  to  Inirn.  But  on  the  wav  the}'  tell  m  with 
Lee's  troop  ot  horse,  and  the  two  hands  had  a  fierce 
fi^'ht.  Read  o'ot  his  death-wound — so  did  Wash-lnirne 
— and  at  last  there  was  no  one  t<)  lead  the  men,  and  they 
had  to  g'i\'e  up  and  hand  their  swords  to  the  foe.  The 
hartl  fio-fit  at  this  point  made  Lee  think  that  a  laro-e 
force  of  l)lue-coats  had  struck  the  head  ot  his  line,  so  he 
had  this  part  ot  his  troops  halt,  and  throw  up  earth- 
works, and  make  the  place  as  strong  as  they  could. 

This  gave  Sher-i-dan  time  to  come  up  with  Lee's  men 
who  were  on  the  Dea-tons-ville  road. 

Grant  staid  in  Je-ters-\'ille,  to  l)e  as  near  as  he  could 
to  all  the  lines  ot    his  troops  which  were  sent  out  trom 
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that  |)()int.  From  a  liill-top  he  could  sec  all  that  took 
place  on  both  sides. 

Crook  was  sent  to  flank  the  train  at  Dea-tons-\'ille. 
Mer-ritt  was  to  pass  to  the  lett,  and  hoth  were  to  ])ress 
\\\  on  the  foe  till  the\'  struck  a  weak  point.  Stai^o-  led  a 
troop  ol  horse-men  and  made  a  charge  on  Lee's  lines, 
while  Milder's  hi^'  li'uns,  from  a  crest  at  the  rear  sent 
shells  m  the  hreast-works  ot  the  foe,  and  set  hre  to  the 
trains. 

Then  the  Sixth  cc^rps  came  up  and  W'rio'ht  (lro\-c  the 
Rel)s  for  two  miles,  through  a  thick  swamp,  and  hack  as 
far  as  Sail-or's  creek.  1  he\'  were  shut  in  on  all  sides. 
There  was  nought  to  do  hut  \ield..  From  the  hill-sides 
m  the  rear  Mer-ritt  and  Crook  with  their  brax'c  horse- 
men, swept  through  the  pme-trees  like  a  whirl-wmd. 
The  Rebs  fought  hartl  on  all  sides,  antl  at  last  threw 
down  their  arms,  antl  brought  the  hght  to  a  close. 

At  dawn  on  the  7th  ot  A-pril,  Orel  found  that  the 
Rebs  had  left  his  front,  and  were  on  their  way  to  I""arm- 
ville.  Fie  at  once  put  his  trooj)s  in  line  of  march  and 
came  uji  on  Lee's  flank  and  rear  just  as  he  got  m-to  the 
town.  So  Lee  had  no  chance  to  sto[),  but  sent  the 
wains  l")y  rail  to  Ap-po-mat-tox,  while  he  and  his  troops 
took  the  road  on  the  north  bank. 
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But  Grant  was  at  his  heels.  Ere  (la\'-h<4"ht  Sher-i-clan 
had  set  out  troni  Sail-or"s  creek,  and  was  soon  on  the 
road  to  Prmce  Edward. 

Humph-reys  came  up  with  the  rear  oi  the  foe  at 
High  Bridge,  winch  he  lound  had  Ijcen  set  on  fire. 
The  gray-coats  tried  to  liold  it  tiil  it  was  (juite  Inirnt  up, 
but  at  last  were  i)ut  to  flight,  and  the  rail-road  bridge 
was  sa\'ed  with  the  loss  of  but  four  S|)ans. 

Sharp  hghts  took  place  here  and  there  on  the  road, 
for  when  gray  met  l)lue  there  was  sure  to  be  a  flash 
ot  fire.  More  than  once  the  bo\-s  m  gra\',  though  well 
spent,  dro\'e  back  the  boys  in  blue  from  some  point  they 
had  set  out  to  gam.  At  night  the  Rebs  had  l^een 
chased  for  miles  on  the  banks  of  the  A})-po-mat-tox,  and 
were  niade  to  cross  the  stream  m  such  haste  that  they 
had  no  chance  to  more  than  half  burn  the  bridge,  and 
had  to  lea\'e  quite  a  lot  ot  their  big  guns. 

The  \'an-guard  ot  both  Humph-revs  and  Crook  came 
up  with  the  Rebs  north  of  the  stream.  At  the  south, 
Sher-i-dan,  with  Grit-hn  and  Ord,  spread  out  his  troops 
on  both  sides,  like  two  great  wings,  to  check  Lee's  flight. 
Lynch-burg  was  Lee's  last  hope. 

In  the  last  days  of  March,  Stone-man  had  set  out 
from  east  Ten-nes-see,  and  was  at  this  time  on  his  way 
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to  the  rail-road  west  ol  L\"nch-l)ur<4".  lie  was  not  quite 
to  the  town,  luit  was  so  near  tliat  tliere  was  no  cliancc 
for  Lee  to  ^"et  out  ot   the  net  \\\  whieh  he  was  cau.L,Hit. 

On  the  night  ot  tlie  7th  ot  April,  Grant  came  to 
Farni-\-iIle,  and  slept  at  the  same  mn  where  Lee  had 
slept  on  the  m^-ht  ot  the  6th.  All  m^'ht  lons^'  the  Sixth 
corps  went  through  rarm-\'ille  on  the  track  of  Lee. 
Camp  hres  were  m  the  streets,  and  out  on  the  hills  and 
helds.  I  he  folks  who  dwelt  m  this  small  towai  were 
m  a  great  state  of  fright.  \\  ar  h.ad  come  right  to  their 
doors.  The  noise,  the  glare,  the  f^ash  ot  arms,  were 
sights  and  S(ninds  (juite  new  to  them. 

Grant  came  (Hit  on  the  porch  of  the  mn  to  see  the 
Sixth  Corps  march  1)\'.  The  night  was  cjuite  dark, 
l)ut  the  camp  hres  threw  their  gleams  on  his  face, 
and  the  troops  saw  it  was  their  chief  who  stood  there. 
Their   shouts   rang  through    the   air. 

Grant  stood  still  till  the  last  of  the  troops  went  h\\ 
then  went  m  and  wrote  a  note  to  Rol)ert  L.  Lee.  He 
told  him  that  it  was  his  wish  to  shed  no  more  blood,  and 
that  Lee  must  see  that  it  was  l^est  tor  the  South  to  end 
the  strife  here  and  now. 

Lee's  ow  n  men — those  who  had  the  right  to  speak  to 
him  in  this  wav — had  ur<>-ed  him  to  sur-ren-der.      But  he 
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could  not  ham'  to  do 
it.  "  1  he  time  IS 
not  \'ct  come,"  he 
said.  But  he  wrote 
to  Grant,  to  sa\'  that 
he  did  not  think  he 
was  in  such  a  strait 
as  Grant  made  out, 
and  to  ask  what  the 
terms  woukl  l)e  it  he 
made  up  his  mmd  to 
end  the  strife,  and 
gi\'e  uj)  his  sword. 
This  note  came  to  Grant  on  the  eighth  of  xA.-prik 
while  he  was  still  at  Farm-\'ille,  and  he  at  once  sent 
back  word  to  Lee  that  his  one  great  wish  was  lor  peace. 
The  terms  were  that  the  whole  ar-my  of  North-ern  \^ir- 
gm-i-a  should  lay  down  their  arms,  and  ser\'e  the  Stars 
and  Stripes. 

In  the  mean-time  the  Rebs  kept  up  their  flight,  with 
Grants  men  in  hot  chase.  Grant  set  out  to  join  Sher-i- 
dan.  Worn  out  with  loss  of  sleep,  and  the  weight  of 
care  that  was  on  his  mmd,  he  fell  ill  and  had  to  halt  at  a 
farm-house  on  the  road,  where  he  spent  most  ot   the  day. 


THK    FLAO    OF    TRUCE. 


IvS 


OCR  IlERO  :— GENERAL   U.    S.    GRANT 


w^jm^^W^'^ 


;;-^^'.■v/tv:•..:,.^ 

CA-VAL-KV    riR-Sr-I\G    GE\-ER-AL    LEF,"s    AR-MY. 

Near  mid-niL^'ht,  while  still  m  i^Teat  pain,  a  note  came 
to  hini  Ironi  Lee,  who  saul  that  he  did  not  think  the 
time  had  come  lor  him  to  lay  down  his  arms,  hut  as 
peace  should  l)e  the  aim  ot  all,  it  was  his  wish  to  know 
it  Grant's  terms  ^\■ould  lead  to  that  end.  That  he  would 
meet  him  at  lo  a.m.,  the  next  dav,  on  the  old  sta^'e-road 
to  Rich-mond,  not  to  sur-ren-der  the  whole  ar-m\',  hut  to 
hnd  out  his  terms  for  the  lorce  that  he  had  led  out  of 
Rich-mond  and  that  were  still  sla\'es  ot   his  will. 

This  note  was  not  quite  as  Irank  as  tlie  hrst  one  had 
been.  Cirant  wrote  hack  that  his  wish  was  lor  peace. 
"  7V/r  terms  on  Il'/iic/i  peace  can  be  had  ai'e  well  uii-dcr- 
stood.  Let  the  South  la\'  down  their  arms.  This 
would   sa\'e  hie,  and   l^rinL!'  the  war  at  once  to  an  end." 
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He  then  set  out  to  join  Sher-i-clan,  and  speed  that 
which  he  knew  must  soon  come  to  pass.  For  when  a 
man  asks  lor  terms  it  is  a  sign  that  he  is  weak,  and  can- 
not hold  out. 

Ords  men  marched  h'om  (Laydight  on  the  8th,  to  (Lay- 
hght  on  the  yth.  Grif-hn  did  as  well  as  Ord.  The 
troops  lound  no  lault. 

"Theirs  Init  to  do  and  die" 

Lee's  trooj)s  soon  came  up  to  where  Sher-i-dan 
stood  in'  wait  for  them.  The}'  must  make  their  way 
through  now,  or  all  is  lost.  Lee's  troops  are  on  loot. 
There  are  far  more  of  them  than  Sher-i-tlan  has,  and 
the\-  make  one  bold  push  for  the  goal  they  hope  to 
reach.  Thev  <'"i\'e  the  well-known  veil.  Thev  start  on 
a  run.  AL)re  fierce  is  the  fire  of  then"  guns.  Sher-i- 
dan's  horse-men  fall  hack.  Lee's  troops  pass  on  ?  No. 
It  vwas  l^ut  a  ruse,  a  trick  on  the  part  of  the  boys  in 
blue.  Out  of  the  woods,  down  Irom  the  hill-sides,  in 
front,  in  rear,  on  the  right,  and  on  the  lelt,  the  ])lue- 
coats  come,  and  close  in  round  the  poor  boys  in  gray. 
It  IS  then"  hoiu'  ot  doom. 

Sher-i-dan  was  on  their  left.  The  word  "charge!" 
was  on  his  lips,  when  lo  I  a  white  flag  was  seen.  The 
man  who   bore  it  came   Irom    Lee,  who   was   at   Ap-po- 
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mat-tox  Coiirt-hoiisc.  Shcr-i-dan  roclc  at  once  to  the 
Court-house  and  there  met  Gen-er-als  Gor-don  and 
W^il-cox,  who  told  hun  that  Lee  had  sent  to  Grant  lor 
terms  ot  peaee.  lie  thought  it  stran^-e,  it  this  were 
so,  that  Lee  should  make  the  at-tack  on  his  lines.  II  he 
had  sent  to  Grant  he  had  no  right  to  hght  Sher-i-dan. 
But  Gor-don  said  it  was  true,  that  Lee  had  made  up  his 
mind  to  yield,  and  strife  must  cease  till  word  came  Irom 
Grant. 

Lee's  n(jte  of  the  9th  of  A-pril  did  not  reach  Grant 
till  near  no(Mi.  In  it  he  said  he  would  meet  Grant  on 
his  own  terms.  Grant  had  left  the  Rich-mond  and 
Lynch-hurq-  roads,  and  was  t)n  the  l\arm-\'ille  and 
Lvnch-lnirq-  road — tour  miles  west  ot  \\  alk-ers  church. 
He  wrote    to    Lee   that  he  would    push   to   the   front   to 

meet  him  at  the  place 
Lee  might  choose. 

This  note  trom 
Grant  was  put  m 
the  hands  of  Col-o- 
nel  Bab-cock,  one  of 
his  stafi,  who  at  once 
set  forth  with  it,  rode 
past  the   out-g'uards 
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of  the  f(^c,  and  was  led   1))'  une  ol   Lee's  men  ii[^  to  the 
great  chief. 

He  and  his  staft  sat  bv  the  road-side  in  the  shade 
of  a  large  tree,  ])ut  as  soon  as  Lee  read  the  note  he 
sprang  on  his  horse  and  set  out  to  find  a  place  where  he 
and  Grant  could  meet  and  fix  the  terms  ot  })eace.  He 
rode  as  far  as  the  small  town  of  Ap-i)o-mat-tox,  and 
made  choice  of  a  house  where  dwelt  a  man  by  the  name 
of  McLean. 

I  he   troops   m   blue  and  gray  were   drawn  uj)  at  the 
loot   ot   a   ridge,   on   each   side  ot    Ap-po-mat-tox  which 
,_.  ^   .  ,.  was  on  a  knoll,  and 

could  be  seen  tor 
miles.  The  Mc- 
Lean house  was  a 
plain  farm-house, 
^;{  with  a  ])orch  m 
5^^__^    front.  The      two 

chiefs  met,  shook 
hands,  and  then 
went  in  the  small  room  at  the  side  of  the  hall.  Some 
of  Grant's  staff  went  with  them. 

Lee  was  in  full  dress,  and  wore  at  his  side  a  fine 
sword,  the  git"t,   it  was  said,    of  the  State  ot   Vir-gm-i-a, 
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while  errant,  and  those  who  were  with  him,  were  m  plain 
clothes — lull  ot  stains,  and  much  worn.  Some  ot  them 
had  slept  m  their  boots  ior  (la\'s,  and  (jrant  did  not  ha\'e 
his  sword  wath  him.      One  ot  the  men  made  hold  to  ask 
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THE    MARCH    OX    PENN"-SYL-V.\-NI-A    AV-E-XIE. 


Mar-shall  (Lee's  aide-de-cam]^)  how  it  came  that  he  and 
his  chiei  were  dressed  up  so  hne,  and  he  said  that  wdien 
Sher-i-tlan  came  on  them  the\'  iound  the\'  had  time  to 
sa\'e  but  one  suit  ot  clothes,  so  each  man  took  the  best 
he  had. 

Lee  told  Grant  that  he  had  sent  tor  him  that  he  mio'ht 
know  on  what  terms  ])eace  could  be  had.  Grant  made 
no  chani>"e  m  the  terms,  and  Lee  must  ha\"e  known  that 
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hc    would    not.      "Write    them    out,"    he    said    to    Grant, 
"and  I  will  sign  them." 

So  Grant  sat  down  to  write  theni  out,  and  as  he  wrote 
he  i>"a\'e  a  fiance  at  Lee  and  saw  the  l^riijht  sword  that 
was  at  his  side.  1  hat  made  hini  ehange  his  mind.  Lee 
and  his  stafl  were  hra\'e  men.  The)'  hatl  fought  well. 
Grant  knew  how  it  must  hurt  thcMr  pride  to  bend  their 
knees  to  him.  He  wc^uld  be  as  kind  as  he  could.  They 
should  kee})  their  swords. 

The  terms  weredrawn 

up.       Lee  signed  them. 

Ihe    two   chiefs    shook 

hands,   and    then    rode  ■"'* 

off.    As  Lee  rides  down 


>i. 
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his  lines  the  nien   rush  u%:^::-=::;= 

u})    in   crowds    to  their 

chief,     b.ach  one  strives 

to      touch      his      hand. 

Tears  stream  down  his 

cheeks    as    he    sa\'s    to 

them,      "  I     ha\-e    done 

what  1  think  is  l)estfor 

you.      j\Iy   heart  is  too 

full  to  si)eak,  but  I  wish  you  all  health  and  joy." 
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So  the  war  was  at  an  v\m\.  W  hen  it  hrst  iM-okc  out 
it  was  thoui^h.t  that  it  would  not  last  more  than  a  few 
months,  hut  it  had  i^onc  on  lor  lour  Ioiil^'  \'cars,  and  had 
cost  oh  I  more  than  words  or  toni^aic  can  tell.  And 
oh,  how  sweet  it  was  to  ])e  at  |)eace  once  more!  No 
North,  no  South,  hut  one  i4"reat  na-tion  ;  and  one  Hag" — 
the  same  old  Ha<>" — to  wax'e  o  er  us  all  ! 


CHAPTKR    XML 


T  H  !•:       LAS  T       ]•■  I  G  H  T       O  1-       ALL. 

TFn-:RL  was  one  wav  m  which  we  could  pa\'  in  part 
the  (lel)t  which  we  owed  to  Cirant.  This  was  to  make 
liim  chief  ot  the  land,  m  Lin-C(^ln  s  place.  It  was  on  the 
9th  ot  A-pril,  1865.  that  Cirant  and  Lee  met  at  A|)-po- 
mat-tox  Courtdiouse.  lM\"e  da\'S  trom  that  time  Lin- 
coln was  sh.ot,  at  a  ])la\'- house,  l)\'  J.  \\  ilkes  Booth. 
An-drew  John-son  hatl  to  act  as  chiet  till  his  term  was 
out.  Then  Cirant  took  his  ])lace.  I  he  North  x'otes  {ox 
him    as    one    man.       dhere    is    no    one    so    ereat    as    he. 
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With   I  .  S.  Grant   at   the   liclm   there  will   he   peace  tor 
.Y^-,  antl  tor  the  whole  L  -ni-ted  States. 

Grant  serx'es  for  ei^'ht  \"ears,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
time  i^'oes  l^ack  to  the  home-lite  and  the  honie-wax's  ot 
which  he  is  so  tond. 

He  has  made  hosts  ot  friends  throULi"h-oiit  the  len-'th 
and  breadth  ot  the  land. 

A  score  ot  \'ears  goes  l3\",  antl  then  comes  sad  news. 
A  foe  draws  near  that  Grant  can-not  l)ring  to  terms. 
The  name  ot  this  toe  is  Death.     Pam  is  his  aide-de-camp. 

For  long  da\-s  and  weeks  the  strite  goes  on.  Hien 
hope  springs  up.  There  is  a  chance  that  he  mav  li\-e 
tor  some  \-ears  \-et.  But  it  is  a  talse  hoj)e.  The  bright 
flash  of  a  flame  that  ere  long  will  go  out. 

Grant  is  calni  and  hra\'e.  He  has  a  strong  will. 
There  is  some  work  he  must  do  tor  those  he  lox'cs.  So 
in  spite  ot  })am,  and  the  loss  ot  sleep,  he  writes  the  book 
that  tells  ot  his  own  life.  Kintl  triends — the  best  of 
care — and  his  own  strong  will — keep  death  at  ba\".  All 
IS  tlone  that  can  be  done  to  ease  his  pam. 

Late  m  the  Spring  ot  1S85  the  sick  man  is  Ijorne 
out  ot  New  \  ork,  and  up  to  Mount  Alac-greg-or — near 
Sar-a-to-ga — where  the  air  is  pure  and  tresh,  and  there 
is  no  noise  to  jar  on  the  nerves. 
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Here  the  strife  s^'oes  on.  As  the  warm  dax's  come  on 
he  sits  out  on  the  porch,  and  hsts  to  the  songs  of  the 
birds,  and  the  \'oice  of  the  wind  through  the  trees. 

\\  hat  a  strange  hte  for  one  who  led  troo|)s  to  war, 
and  went  through  lilood,  hre,  and  smoke  to  sa\"e  the 
land,  and  the  Hag  so  dear  to  him  !  At  the  end  of  eight 
months  of  pain,  that  hut  lew  l)ra\'e  men  could  ha\'e 
borne  so  well,  peace  comes  to  Gen-er-al  Grant.  No 
more  strife,  no  more  pain,  no  more  heart-ache  tor  him. 
lie  IS  at  rest. 

Great  strict  is  telt  all  through  the  laiul.  1  he  streets 
of  all  the  great  tcnvns  are  draped  with  black. 

Crowds  go  to  see  where  the  dead  man  lies  m  state. 
For  three  days  they  pass  m  a  line  —  at  times  eight 
blocks  lonp" — that  has  no  break  till  nm"ht  sets  m,  and 
the  doors  are  shut.  Rich  and  poor  join  hands.  North 
and  South  are  one  in  this  sad  hour. 

Grant  died  on  the  23rd  of  ju-l}'.  The  last  sad  rites 
took  place  on  the  Sth  of  Au-gust.  1  hose  who  had  been 
his  foes  when  the  North  antl  South  were  at  war,  met  as 
one,  and  took  part  in  the  march  to  the  tomb,  where  the 
great  man  was  to  be  laid.  No  such  sight  had  l)een  seen 
in  New  York.      It  was  as  if   a  kin<>"  were  borne  throuo-h 
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thc  streets;  l)iit  few  kings  could  hax'e  liad  such  a  hold 
on  naen's  hearts. 

Grant  won  a  o'reat  name,  and  o-reat  fame;  hut  that 
which  g-a\'e  hmi  the  most  jo\'  was  that  he  had.  1)\'  God's 
help,  brought  {)eace  to  those  who  were  at  strife. 

Ud\'s-ses  S.  Grant  was  great  m  his  lite,  and  great  in 
his  death  ;  and  tor  \'ears  to  come  men  from  all  parts  ot 
the  world  will  flock  to  his  tomb  and  tell  of  the  great 
deeds  he  did,  and  the  wa\'  in  which  he  wt)und  up  the 
war, 

I  he  ke}'-note  of  Ins  life  was  "do  right  and  fear  not;" 
and  from  his  <>ra\-e  he  seems  to  sav  to  one  and  all 
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LET    US    HAVE    PEACE." 


;  'J  L   2  6    194C 


